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| AM glad, I can open This Half. 
Ei er with congratulating my Dif. 
Sat Y ciples upon the Spreading of Hes. 
Hin hing, in a Neighbouring Na- 
tion. This Vertue, ſo formidable to Bigotry 
and Superſtition, dares, every Day, more and 
more, to ſhew It ſelf openly in Fance. Greit 
Numbers of the Clergy, as well as Laity, 
have run the Riſque of being called Hereticky ; 
a Nick-name, appropriated, by a Succeſſian of 
Infallible Old Men, to All ſuch, as make any 
1 direct 
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direct Steps towards True Oriſtianitj. This 
unexpected Declaration of fo conſiderable a 
Part of the Gallicun Church, againſt Spiritual 
Ulurpation and Tyranny, ſhould animate Us 
to Think like Men upon all Occaſions; that 
we may not (to the Diſhonour of Great-Bri- 
tain) be ſurpaſſed by any Nation in the 
World, in any Sort of Vertuous Freedom. 

IT is obſervable, That all the Tyranny, 
Which has ever yet been Eſtabliſhed over the 
Minds of Men, has been (and probably will 
be) upon certain Conjunctures, the Cauſe of 
its own Deſtruction : And the very Methods, 
the Enſlavers of Humane Reaſon have taken 
to encreaſe and preſerve their Power, have 
proved the only Means, whereby It could 
be ſucceſsfully overthrown. What happened 
about the Times of the Reformation, when 
Men firſt began to ſhake off the Yoke of Po- 
ery, will juſtify the Truth of this Obſerva- 
tion. 

BrTO RR the Year Fiſteen Hundred, the Se- 
cular Intereſts of Princes, were ſo interwoven 
.with the Spiritual Uſurpations of the Court 
of Rome, that (though the whole World was 
weary of the Bondage) yet none of the Po- 
tentates durſt ſo much as entertain a Thought 
of Openly Aſſerting the Liberties of Man- 
| kind, 
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kind. The Forreign Leagues and Domeſtick 
Factions, which the Policy of the Court of 
| Rome was able to Form againſt any Prince, 

made every one of Them always willing to 
keep Meaſures with That Court: Neither did 
any Prince ever venture at a Total Separation, 
from the Papal Authority, without being dri- 
ven to it, by the Imprudent and Inſupporta- 
dle Infolence of the Court af Rome. 

How long did our King Henn the VIlith, 
(though One of the moſt Patent Princes in 
COriftendom) bear with the vexatious Delays of 
the forementioned Court, in the Affair of bis 
Divorce ? And even in the midſt of his Me- 
naces, and higheſt Refentments, did he retain 
a Diſpalition to reconcile himſelf to It; 
Neither had he, at laſt, ſeparated himſelf from 
the Communian of the Church of Raume, if 
he had not been forced to that Expedient, by 
the Precipitation of the Pope in pronouncing 
his Final Judgment againſt him. - Had the 
Holy See proceeded with its uſual Dilatorineſs 
in that Affair; nay, had his Hoſteſs but ful- 

nded his Judgment for Three Days, the 
in England had, in all Humane 
Probability, been prevented: Since the Meſ- 
ſenger, who carried the King's Letters of Sub- 
miſſion to That Se, was then actually upon 
A 3 the 
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the Road; and hindered by an Accidental (I 
may ſay Providential) Severity in the Wea- 
ther, from arriving at Rome, before the Judg- 
ment was pronounced. 

This impolitick Procedure in the Councils 
of the Pope, at That Juncture, was owing to 
his Partiality for the then Imperial Faction: 
And (if we may judge from what now ap- 
pears in the Kingdom of France) the like Par- 
tiality of the Preſent Pope, in At of the 
Spantſh Faction, may (not improbabl ) procuce 
a reſembling Effect: Since the Bf of Separa- 
tion (lately Publiſhed by his Holineſs) — the 
Communion of Thoſe, who have refuſed to 
accept the Conſtitution Unigenitus, is not only 
contrary to the Privileges of the Gallican 
Church ; but ſeems calculated, likewiſe, for 
inliſting a Party to ſupport the Pretenſions of 
the King of Spain, to the Regency and Crown 
of France: And, conſequently, as It forces 
the Non-acceptant Party of That Kingdom, 
zealouſly to eſpouſe the Intereſts of the Duke 
Regent; it will, | likewiſe, engage Him to 
ſupport Them. From whence (if a Party, 
countenanced and encouraged by the Govern- 
ment, may hope for Succeſs) Events may be 
expected, that may prove fatal to the _ 
Power. 

How: 
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However; 1 would not have my Diſciples 
too Sanguine in forming Expectations of this 
Nature: Since (if Hiſtory does not deceive us) 
moſt Princes of that Communion, inſtead of 
making it their Glory to defend the Liberties 
of Mankind, have been inclineable to com- 
pound for them with the Holy See, by obtain- 
ing ſome Private Advantages for Themſelves ; 
thereby ſharing the unrighteous Gain of Ty- 
ranny, and mutually aſſiſting Each Other to 
pillage the People. 

France has furniſhed us with a famous Ex- 
ample of This Diſpoſition in Princes. Francis 
the Firſt, though bound by his Coronation 
Oath, (and likewiſe by Leagues, with our 
King Henry the VIIIth) to maintain the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Liberties of his Kingdom; having, 
by an Appearance of uniting in the Deſigns of 
Henry the VIIIth, made Himſelf Formidable 
to the Court of Rome ; did, to facilitate his De- 
ſigns in Italy, give up the Pragmatick Sanction ; 
which had been Eſtabliſhed for Law, in France, 
after the moſt ſolemn Manner, in Conſe- 
quence of the Councils of Conſtance and Ba. 
fil, The Pragmatick Sanction was made in the 
Year Fourtceu-Hundred and Thirty-Eight, by 
Charles the VIIth of France; and laid afide in 
the Beginning of the Reign of Lewis the XIth, 

a4 - his 
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his immediate Succeſſour: But, the ſaid Lewis, 
towards the End of his Reign, quarrelling 
with the Court of Rome, It was again reſto- 
red, and put in vigorous Execution. 

That my Readers may underſtand, in a few 
Words, how far the Liberties of the Church 
of France were concerned in That Sanction; 
they muſt know, that It did effectually take 
away all the Lucrative Parts of the Papal Ty- 
ranny ; and, in the Stead of the Sanction, was 
Eſtabliſhed the famous Concordat : By which 
every Thing, that was advantageous to the 
People, in freeing them from the Heavy 
Church-Taxes, was entirely given up; and 
the Plunder, moſt orthodoxly, divided be- 
tween the King and the Pope. 

It is by no Means ſurprizing, that ſuch 
Hardſhips ſhould be impoſed upon the People, 
in a Countrey, where every Thing i is in the 
Diſpoſal of the Crown : But, it is aſtoniſhing, 
that in a Free Nation, happy under a Prince 
more zealous to maintain the Privileges of 
the Subject, than his own Prerogatives ; the 
People ſhould ever rebell for Slavery ; and con- 
tend, more eagerly, to re-eſtabliſh the Tyran- 
ny of Popery, than the Brave Spirits of France 
now ſtrive to yindicate their Liberty in Reli- 
gious Matters, 

Monday, 
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She Reaſon faintly, ** her Heart decei vet; 
And what ſhe moſt Deſires, ſhe moſt Believes. 
ANONYM, 


— — a . — 


Hs Yi HE following Epiſtle has given me 
5 oof” an Opportunity of appropriating 
this Morning's Entertainment to 


I the Ladies, 
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Wiſh I had never read your Lectures 
upon Doubting. Ever ſince I can re- 

: 4 5 any Thing, I have been always told, 
© that I was a very pretty Miſs, and a ſweet 
Foppet: And, ſince my Riper Years, I have had 
a it ſworn ta me, wk _ of — Credit, 


te th _— 
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© That I am divinely Handſome. I proteſt to you, 
© I never heard the Contrary from Any Man: 
© And, as for Thoſe of my own Sex, who have 
© criticized me; I look upon Them to be pre- 
© judiced Perſons. For theſe Reaſons, I have 
© hitherto taken my Beauty for granted; and 
Opinion of my own Charms, that I cannot 
© find in my Heart to entertain the leaſt 
© Doubt about their Perfection. And yet, Sir, 
© your Arguments for the Reaſonableneſs of 
* Doubting, are ſo plain, that I cannot be 
« thoroughly at Eaſe, till I am (if poſſible) 
© more unqueſtionably ſatisfy'd of a Truth, on 
© which my Happineſs depends. 

© Therefore, dear Mr. Free-Thinker, ſince 
© you are the only Man, who I am ſure will 
© not flatter me; I deſire your Judgment upon 
my Perſon. I ſhall be next Saturday at the 
© Play, in a Front Row; and will ſend yoy a 
Note, as ſoon as I am determined about my 
© Dreſs, by which your Eye may fingle me 
* out, and you ſtill remain a Fairy Philpſo- 


© pher to 
Your Diſciple, © 


SYLYIA. 


N*57 TheFREE-THINKER 11 
— September 30. 1718, 


O U will fee, by my Anſwer to Yours, 
that I have been 10 punctual in com- 
c ** with your Requeſt, that I am apt to 
0 believe, you will not Favour me with An- 
© other, in haſte. I went early to the Play- 
£ Houſe, on the Twenty-Seventh Inſtant, and 
c ſeated my ſelf in the Center of the Pit ; 
where I continued during Three Ads: After 
e this, I contemplated you in Both the Side- 
© Boxes, through the Two Laſt Acts. This I 
* did, that I might have a Proſpect of you on 
6 all Sides; ; in order to give my impartial 
A of your Entire Compoſition. 

pon the Whole; 1 can make no Exceptions 
5 to your Stature and Shape: Neither can I re- 
* fuſe owning, that you are juſtly propor- 
« tioned. Your Features are regular; your 
© Lineaments delicate ; and your Complexion 
© is in the Bloom, I obſerved your Motions 
© upon your Entrance, and your ſeveral Atti- 
© tudes through the whole Play ; ſitting, ſtan- 
* ding, and leaning upon your Arm. So that, 
© I can ſet your Heart at Reſt, on the Word of 
* a Philoſopher, by pronouncing you a Genteel, 
5 Fine, Beautiful Woman. 

© I dare ſay, you will not ſuſpect me  hither- 


to of Flattery ; and hope, you will not 
© think 
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© think me Rude in what follows. Believe 
© me, They, who have told you ſo much of 
© your Beauty, bave not been your Friends : 
Had you heard Leſs of it, you had been ſtill 
© more Beautiful; or, which is the ſame in 
Effect, much mare amiable. An obſerving . 
© Eye may diſcern, that you imagine your ſelf 
© the Fineſt Woman in the Nation: And, had 
© you not the Misfortune to think ſo; per- 
© haps, not Many could ſtand in Competition 
© with you. When Vanity has once taken 
© Poſſeſſion of the Heart, it will betray it (elf 
in the Countenance; and ſaon baniſh Thence 
that Innocent Look, that Virgin Modeſty, 
«© which is the Soul of Female Charms: If, 
therefore, you covet the Admiration of 
Others, you muſt learn nat ta Admire your 
Self. You may remember, that your Atten- 
© tion was ſo wholly divided between your 
© own Perſon, and the young Infignificants in 
© the Se- Boxes, that the Pleaſant Humours of 
« Falſtaff did not extart one judiciaus Smile 
© from you. 

After This, I muſt be fo juſt, as to let 
you know, that my Fairies have informed me 
© of ſome Particulars relating to you, which I 
© thall endeavour to turn to your Advantage. 
« You are at your own Diſpoſal ; and are Mi- 

© ſtreſs 
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© ſtreſs of a Fortune, which, diſcreetly mana- 
* ged, is ſufficient to make you Eaſy, in any 
< State of Life. In the mean Time, Madam, 
< you Dreſs, not only above your Circy 
© but above your Condition. The rich Sprig of 
© Diamonds, that ſparkles in your Hair, prog- 
© noſticates much future Miſery : It is more 
than probable, That Extravagance is not un- 
* accompany'd with Others: you may be aſſu- 
© red, It will never recommend you to a wiſe 
Manz; and, a Fool can never make you Happy. 
Since I have ventured thus far into a Phi- 
© toſophical Freedom with you; I ſhall attempt 
to render my Services compleat, by giving 
© you a Few Rules concerning Female Doubtingz 
© the Obſervation of which can never be of 
< any Prejudice to you ; and may. make you 
© think kindly of the Free-Thinker, hereafter. 
In the Firſt Place; I would adviſe you to 
© Doubt very much about your Beauty. It is 
«© 2 Tender Flower, ſubject to a Thouſand Ac- 
© cidents; and at beſt, of no long Duration: 
© Therefore, your wiſeſt Conduct will be to 
© ſecure to your ſelf ſome leſs Precarious Per- 
© feftions; which may ripen from Day to Day, 
bas your Bloom goes off, and amply ſupply 
© its Place: Juſt as you ſee, in Flourithin 
© Trees, the Fruits ſucceed the Bloſſoms. 
| | Believe 


— 


— | WING. Aa... 


*. 
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© Believe nothing, Implicitly, from the Men: 
© Doubt of every Thing, they ſay : Depend 
© ypon it, you are not half ſo accompliſhed, as 
ſome Men would have you imagine your ſelf 
©to be. 

© A young Fellow may be well-ſhaped ; may 
8 * Divls well; Dance well; and, perhaps, Sing 
agreeably : And yet, you may be very much 
c : Crete if you make no Doubt of his be- 
© ing a Man of Honour, and a cvinpleat Qen- 
© tlemart. 

© When Addreſſes are made to you, above all 
© Things, Doubt of Oaths and Proteſtations, 
© A Lover often deceives Himſelf; and knows 


. © not to Day, what he may like to Morrow. 


© Laſtly; Doubt of your own Choice. Let 
< the general Approbation of Grave and Ex- 
© pertenced Perſons guide you, in your Judg- 
© ment of the Man, you intend for a Husband. 
© Be your Charms never ſo extraordinary, they 
© will not be ſufficient to fix a Man of Levity. 
© In Juſtification of my ſelf, I beg Leave to 
© add; That you will wrong me, if you Doubt 
* of my being your ſincere Friend: And, I hope, 
by a right Uſe of my Plain-Dealing, you will 
© give me Reaſon to be, MADAM, 


Dur Admirer, 


The FREE-TIREKIR. 


No 58 The Frit-THinkER. 15 


No "58, Fridgz Oe 10. 1516. 


2 — — — 2 ¶ —— — * 


pd "REM 7% Ch; ape 2. 1 
percipienda Omis Antiquitas ; Senatorid Conſul 
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| FTA SK, Li oh e taken up, is ge- 
N nerally as i htly laid aſide; or, 
CO at teaſt, Rerhillly perfotitied: The 
cx =: Ws ;ee-Thinher did not attempt to 
ditperie his Lectures through the Nation, with - 
out having, a conſiderable Time before-hand, 

examined the Integrity and Reſolution of his 
own Heaft; the Two main Qualifications in a 
Work of This Nature. Hence it is, that in 
the Topicks, which are of the greateſt Mo- 
ment, he has obſerved a Method, which he 
had ap = out to Himſelf, from the Begin- 


72 9 


der his b Ces he has endeavoured to 
preſerve 


16 The FxEt-THinKER. No 58 


preſerve the Dignity of his Character: Neither 
giving into Indecent and Unmanly Levities, 
on the one Hand; nor into a vicious, unſoci- 
able Auſterity, on the other : Neither appro- 
ving the Opinions and Practices of Some; nor 
condemning the Sentiments and Adtions of 
Others; any farther, than He thought was juſti- 
fiable upon the Principles of Truth and Vertue, 
and the Plain Notions of Common Senſe. 

I have (more than once) hinted to my Rea- 
ders; that I have a long Courſe to run. I 
have, hitherto, dealt moſtly in Generals : Nei- 
ther is the Time yet come, for me to lay 
open ſeveral Particular Truths and Errours, 
which are proper to be made known to a Free 
People ; and without the Knowledge of 
which, their Freedom cannot be enſured. I 
have, hitherto, induſtriouſly declined (amongſt 
other Things) to open a Set of Lectures upon 
Politicks ; and might have deferred my Inten- 
tion, yet a while; did I not conſider the violent 
Propenſity of my Fellow · Subjects to the Study 
of Them. By this Conſideration, I have at 
laſt been determined to begin, this Day, to gra- 
tify their Inclination in this Point: And ſhall 
henceforward preſent my Countreymen, from 
Time to Time, with ſuch Leſſons in Politicks, 
as I hope will be conducive to render this Pre- 

| vailing 
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vailing Humour of theirs leſs Detrimental 
however, if not more Advantageous, to the 
Publick. | 1 ORGITR 
TxrzRE never was a Time, I believe, in 
England, when the Original of Government 
in General, has been ſo much the Subje& of 
Writing and Diſcourſe, and the Particular 
Frame of the Conſtitution, under which we 
live, ſo little underſtood; as it has been of 
| Late, and is at Preſent. Scarce a Month paſs 
ſes, but ſome Authour preſents the World with 
a Scheme, in which he undertakes to ſhewz 
from the State of Nature, the particular Man- 
ner, in which Society was Firſt formed; and 
to give a general Plan of the Principles, up- 
on which (in his Opinion) all Governments 
were Originally founded. This Specimen 
of his Abilities exhibited; He is wonderful- 
ly Gatisfy'd with Himſelf, and immediately 
ſets up for a Politician of the Firſt Rates 
But, it never enters into his Head, that in Or- 
der to be a Politician in England, it would be 
of ſome Uſe to him to conſider, How That 
Particular Form of Government (on the En- 
joyment of which our Liberty depends) came 
Originally into the World; and likewiſe to 
acquire ſome Knowledge of thoſe Principles, 
on which It is Really founded. 
| V OL. II. B le 
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It would be very difficult to aſſign the True 
Reaſon of This great Neglect, which is ſo ma- 
nifeſt in almoſt All our Political Writers; and 
therefore, I ſhall not attempt (neither will it 
be needful) to give any other, than that na- 
tural Tendency there is in Mankind, to avoid 
One Extream by running into Another. Be- 
fore the Late Happy Revolution, the Defect 
we laboured under was, that the General 
Principles of Government were not ſufficiently 
conſidered: This Defe& became yet more grie- 
vous to us, by the Falſe Gloſſes and Interpre- 
tations, which ſome Political Writers of thoſe 
Times did deſignedly put upon ſeveral Paſſa- 
ges in Ancient Authours, who have treated 
of the Laws of England, and particularly of 
ſuch Laws as related to the Power and Pre- 
rogative of the Crown. And theſe are the 
True Reaſons, why the Generality of our 
Clergy, and People, did imbibe Notions, al- 
together Inconſiſtent with Publick Liberty. 
Since that Time, our Misfortune has been of 
a quite contrary Nature : Nothing in the Study 
of Politicks has been minded, but Gencral 
Principles ; and conſequently, the Knowledge 
of thoſe Particulars, which are Peculiar to the 
Laws and Conſtitution of England, has been 

almoſt wholly neglected, | 
I would 
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I would not have my Readers imagine, 
from what has been ſaid, That I intend to 
undervalue the Merit of our Noted Syſtemati- 
cal Writers in this Kind : Their Works are cer- 
_ tainly of very great Uſe, as they ſerve to en- 
large the Mind, and, at the ſame time, help 
a Beginner to form, at leaſt, a Probable, 
as well as a Reaſonable, General Idea of the 
Origination of Laws. Such Treatiſes, tho- 
roughly digeſted, will prevent That Natrow- 
neſs of Underſtanding, which is ever the Con- 
ſequence of too cloſe an Attachment to the 
Study of only the Particulars of any Eſta- 
bliſhed Laws: Which likewiſe holds true in 
all other Profeſſions. My Intention is only to 
exhort ſuch of my Diſciples, as aſpire to a 
ſound Underſtanding in Politicks, to add to 
their Studies of the Laws of Nature, a Ge- 
neral Knowledge of the Laws, and Conſtitu- 
tion, of their own Countrey. | 

This Propoſal will appear yet more e rational, 
if we obſerve, That however Ingenious the 
ſeveral Political Schemes (which have been 
publiſhed) may, appear; it may be very much 
Queſtioned, whether any of Them (in Fact) did 
ever Exiſt, Although it be very true in Rea- 
ſon, That the Firſt Right to all Civil Govern- 
ment ariſes from the Conſent of Individual: 

wm her, 
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yet, if we look into Hiſtory, it manifeſtly ap- 
pears, that almoſt all the Governments, which 
have hitherto prevailed in the World, had 
their Commencement in Violence. And par- 
ticularly, if we conſider the Methods, uſed 
by thoſe warlike Northern Nations, who 
broke into the ſeveral Provinces of the Ro- 
man Empire; and obſerve in what Manner 
They eſtabliſhed That Form, from which All 
the Governments now in Europe are derived: 
We ſhall find, That the contriving of a Me- 
thod to ſecure the Conquerours in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of their Conqueſts, has given Birth to 
moſt Forms of Government ; and That the 
Conſent of Each Particular has ſeldom, or 
never, been conſulted, nor required. If we 
| likewiſe conſider, that there may be an infinite 
Variety of Forms of Government, and All of 
them equally Sacred, in the reſpe&ive Coun- 
tries where they are Eſtabliſhed ; It is obvi- 
ous, That a General Knowledge of the Fun- 
damental Parts of That Form of Government, 
under which we live, ought to be acquired; 
before we can pretend to judge of the Rights 
of the People, or of the Powers and Preroga- 
tives of the Governours to whom we are ſub- 
ject. 
Let 
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Let the Reader, as he peruſes this Preface, 
recolle& the Smatterers in Politicks of his Ac- 
quaintance ; and impartially refle& with him- 
ſelf, how poorly they are qualify'd to judge 
ol thoſe Matters, with which they are perpe- 
tually diſquieting Themſelves, and embroiling 
their Neighbours : And he will conclude, with 
me, that our great Plenty of Stateſmen is no 
ſmall Grievance to this Kingdom. 

I. can eaſily grant, That there are Multi- 
tudes of Ingenious Men, who have Excellent 
Schemes for New-Modelling a Government ; 
but, I know very Few, who can be ſaid to un- 
derſtand, in any tolerable Degree, That Model, 
which we enjoy: And yet, theſe Notional Po- 
liticiant are generally the moſt noiſy, and moſt 
forward to pronounce their Judgment upon 

the Publick Affairs. 
When any Difficulty ariſes in the State, 
every Speculatiſt is ready to propoſe his Expe- 
dient to remedy the Miſchief, by ſome dar- 
ling Scheme, or other, built upon his S/i2m 
of the Laws of Nature. This indeed might, 
however, be excuſable, if theſe Patriots would 
be contented with the bare mentioning of 
their private Speculations; and not endeavour 
to force them into Practice, without ever con- 


ſidering, whether their Notions are conſiſtent 
B 3 with 
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with our Conſtitution. Not knowing the 
Laws of their Countrey, They are eternally 
dreaming of ſome Alteration in the Govern- 
ment; and think, there is ſufficient Reaſon to 
have their Novelty enacted into a Law, only 
becauſe they fancy It may Do as Well, at leaſt, 
as what is already Eſtabliſhed. 

I ata perſwaded therefore, I ſhould do a 
conſiderable Service to the Publick, if I could 
prevail with the Perſons Poſſeſſed with this 
Legiſlative Genius, to believe; That in Go- 
vernments, already Formed, it is of much 
greater Conſequence to know, What is Law, 
and What Remedy the Conſtitution has pro- 
vided againſt any Emergent Miſchief, than to 
be able to propoſe a Hundred New Laws and 
Expedients, the Conſequences of which can 


very rarely be foreſeen, 
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Et hoc ipſum argumentum eſt in melius tran- 
ſlati animi, quod vitia ſua, que adhuc ignora- 
bat, widet. SENEC, Epiſt. 6. 


iris with the utmoſt Satisfaction, 
that I take an Opportunity, upon 
my Entrance into this Second Half 
WEE Year, to make my Acknowledg- 
ments to my Ingenious and Friendly Correſ- 
pondents ; the Serious, and the Pleaſant, whe- 
ther in Proſe, or in Verſe; who (according to 
their ſeveral Diſpoſitions) have ſhewn great 
Freedom of Thought and Invention. Many 
of them have, by their Warm and Aﬀectio- 
nate Incitations, very much ſtrengthened and 
confirmed That Reſolution, with which I en- 
tered upon this arduous Undertaking. Three 
Gentlemen particularly, within a few Days, 
have given me great Encouragement ; Hybernt. 
cus, Philanthropos, and J. S.” of whom, the⸗ 
B 4 Latter 


24 TheFrtt-TuinkER. Ne 59 


Latter has ſoothed my Labours with an Ele- 
gant Copy of Latin Vetſes, in the Cloſe of 
which he celebrates the Nuptials of Septimius 
and Acme; who (if I gueſs aright) will make 
each other Happy in the moſt Natural, though 
frequently, through Indiſcretion, the moſt Un- 
comfortable, State of Life. 

I believe, I may, without Offence to the 
moſt accompliſhed Scholars, queſtion whe- 
ther, Any One Man is Maſter of that Variety 
of Sound Knowledge, which is requiſite to 
proſecute a Work of This Kind : For my Part, 
I freely acknowledge, that without the Relief 
and Aſſiſtance of my Secret Well-Wiſhers, and 
ſeveral Learned and Judicious Informations 
communicated to me, I ſhould be very Une- 
qual to the Task ; notwithſtanding my great 
Willingneſs to undergo the Fatigue. That my 
Friends may know the Uſe they are of to me, 
I muſt acquaint Them, That I often, in my 
Imagination, compare my ſelf to a great Clo- 
thier : Wool is brought in to him from all 
Parts of the Countrey; ; He ſorts it, and ſtores 
it in his Warehouſe, in order to work it up: 
Sometimes a Whole Parcel goes intire into 
the Loom ; Others He mixes, ſo that the 
Pirſt Owners cannot ſeparate their Shearing, 
much leſs diſtinguiſh in which Piece of 

Cloth 
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Cloth any Portion thereof goes to the Mar- 
ket. ; | 

I know, there are ſome Gentlemen, whoſe 
Letters and Diſcourſes I am favoured with, 
and who manifeſt a ſincere Love for Truth, 
for Vertue, and for Religion ; whoſe Expec- 
tations, nevertheleſs, I have not, as yet, an- 
ſwered : I muſt intreat Them to have the Pa- 
tience, I am forced to preſcribe 'to my ſelf; 
and in due time, I hope to give Satisfaction 
to every Man of Candour and Integrity. Let 
What has been ſaid Here (and in ſome Pre- 
ceding Papers) ſuffice, till my Firſt Year is 
run out; by which Period, it may appear, the 
Free-Thinker has, from the Beginning, promi- 
ſed Nothing more, than What he will at- 
tempt to perform, 

A PATIENT has applied to me, in a very 
obliging Manner, for my Advice, near Two 
Months ago: His Caſe being in no wiſe Def- 
perate, I thought I might take it into Conſi- 
deration, at my Leiſure, without endanger- 
ing the Conſtitution of his Mind, His Infir- 
mity is, I fear, very General; and his Letter 
may therefore be made Publick to Good Pur- 
poſe. 


| Mr. 1 
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My. Fxtr-TriNxtR, Auguſt 16. 1718. 
<CINCE it is agreed, That Friendſhip 
O mightily improves not only the Plea- 
© ſures, but likewiſe the Advantages, of So- 
© ciety ; It gives me a great deal of Concern, 
© to find my ſelf not duly affected with that 
© Noble Paſſion. I do not feel my Heart 
greatly touched with either Grief or Reſent- 
© ment upon any Breach of Friend{hip ; 
© though, at the ſame time, I am not con- 
© {cious, that I am defeQive in the Common 
© Offices of Benevolence towards Mankind. 

© T have enjoyed many delightful Hours of 
© Intimacy, with ſome of my moſt valuable 
© Acquaintance : But then, in a few Months 
© Abſence, I have loſt the grateful Remem- 
prance of ſuch endearing Confidences. Death 
© has ſometimes robbed me of a Friend ; when, 
* alaſs! I have not experienced that Manly 
© Sorrow, which, on ſuch Occaſions, becomes 
- * a Gallant Spirit. 1 
This, Sir, (not to be too particular) is my 

c unhappy Diſpoſition. If therefore, you can 
ſpare a few Minutes to ſtudy my Caſe, and 
* preſcribe me a Cure for this Inſenſibility of 
Soul, you will greatly oblige One, who is, 
* with much Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 


YoUuR READER. 
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Txz only Thing Extraordinary in this 
Complaint, is the great Ingenuity of the Per- 
ſon, who makes it. He has the Manlineſs at 
once frankly to avow, and diſapprove, the ſe- 
cret Failing of his Soul ; which of it ſelf is 
more than half the Cure. Count Clinquant, 
though he is remarkably deficient in this 
Point, fancying he knows the World too well 
to be a Friend, could never be brought to 
ſuch a Confeſſion : And to this Day, he ima- 
gines no Man fees through his Diſſembled 
Friendſhips, becauſe no One thinks him Mor- 
thy to be undeceived. 

As for my Courteous Reader, I am of Opi- 
nion, He is more a Man, than He imagines; 
and that his generous Concern will appear in 
a great Meaſure, if not altogether, Grourg- 
leſs, when he examines his Heart fairly, and 
comes to Know Himſelf more intimately, 

He may perhaps accuſe Himſelf wrongfully, 
by aſſigning too great a Latitude to the Word 
Friendſhip, from the frequent Abuſe of it in 
_ Converſation. One, who lives in this Popu- 
lous City, either as a Man of Pleaſure or Bu- 
ſineſs, if he has any tolerable Qualifications 
to recommend him, may eaſily fall into a nu- 
merous Acquaintance, and may herd more 
cloſely with a particular Clan of Compani- 


Ons; 
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ons; who, nevertheleſs, may none of them 
deſerve to be dignified with the ſacred Title 
of Friends; and conſequently cannot merit 
that extraordinary Affection and Senſibility 
from a Wiſe Man, in which my Reader thinks 
himſelf wanting. 

The Multiplicity of Buſineſs, or the Viciſ- 
ſitude of Pleaſures, in Great Cities, very much 
prevents a ſtrict and pathetick Attachment to 
This, or That, or a Third Acquaintance : 
The Abſence of One, and the Death of An- 
other, is alleviated by the Crowd. But, in 
the Solitarineſs of a Countrey Life, where (in 
a thin Neighbourhood) you cannot, perhaps, 
cull out Three agreeable Companions; you 
will be apt to ſtrain the Knot of Intimacy 
dloſer, and to improve your narrow Acquain- 
tances into a Little Band of Friends. Here 
the Caſe will be different : The Treachery of 
One will be reſented; the Abſence of Another 
will prove an Uneaſineſs; and the Death of 
a Third will be lamented to the laſt, When 
a few Timber-Trees happen to be felled in a 
thick Forreſt, their Shade and their Shelter 
is not miſled : But, in a naked Ground, bleſt 
only with a ſmall Group of Timber, the Loſs 
of one flouriſhing Tree is ſoon perceived, and 
long regretted, 

I adviſe 
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I adviſe this Gentleman, likewiſe, to conſi- 
der, whether he has experienced manifeſt 
Proofs of a Diſintereſted Aﬀection from his. 
ſuppoſed Friends; and whether he has been 
ſufficiently aſſured of their Uprightneſs and 
Sincerity, in their Intercourſe even with Stran- 
gers: If not; it is unreaſonable in Him to ex- 
pect, the Flame of Friendſhip ſhould not lan- 
guiſh in his Heart, when the Proper Fewel to 
feed it is not ſupplied. 1 ex) 

It is likewiſe to be obſerved, That the 
Hearts of Men, in General, (like their Me- 
mories) are principally of Two Kinds. The 
One receive an Impreſſion ſoon; but have not 
Firmineſs to retain it long: The Other require 
Time, and frequent Repetitions of the ſame 
Impulſe, before they take the Impreſſion 
ſtrongly; but then, they preſerve It with as 
much Obſtinacy, as they received It. 

As for notorious Breaches of Friendſhip, 
They are not worthy a Brave Man's Reſent- 
ment, upon any other Motive, than out of 
Good-Will to Mankind. The Wretch, guilty 
of ſuch Baſeneſs, injures Himſelf, more than 
Thee. Let him live to be the Scorn of every 
Honeſt Man, and the Companion of Knaves 
and Sycophants: Let him live, till he grows 
Contemptible even to Himfeltf. 

FOR Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, my Reader; if upon an impartial 
Review of thy ſelf, Thou findeſt thy Heart 
Lukewarm towards Real, Unfeigned, Aﬀec- 
tionate Aſſociates, and doeſt as yet not know 
the juſt Value of them ; Be aſſured, That a 
True Friend is the Greateſt Bleſſing ; a Falſe 
One the Greateſt Curſe, in Life : Neither can 
any Thing alleviate the Sorrow, which juſtly 
riſes from the Loſs of the One, or the Miſe- 
ries, that often flow from the Treachery of 
the Other ; but the Conſideration, That Life 
it ſelf is Tranſient. 
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Oui Mare teneat, eum neceſſe Rerum potiri. 
CicxR. ad Attic. 
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2 * is an Obſervation, worthy the 
T7 hay ſerious Attention of every Engliſb- 
nan; that Empire has always fol- 
ES lowed Trade ; travelling (as it 
were) from one Part of the World to another, 
as 


. 
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as Commerce has ſhifted its Station: And, in all 
Countries, ſtill growing, or declining, in Power, 
in Proportion as Traffick has been encouraged, 

or diſregarded. | 
The Political Maxim, which I have taken 
for the Motto to my Diſcourſe, ſhews This 
to have been the Opinion of a very great Man, 
who had been at the Head of Affairs in a moſt 
powerful State, above Seventeen Hundred 
Years ago: And the Practice of all Princes, 
who have lived ſince that Time, and have ever 
deſigned either to extend their Dominion, or 
to render themſelves Conſiderable to their 
Neighbours, fully proves the Obſervation to 
be True. 
The Romans (who aſpired to Nothing leſs 
than Univerſal Empire) while their Conqueſts 
were confined within the narrow Bounds of 
[taly, were ſo much prejudiced with the No- 
tion of a Landed Intereſt, that (as Livy relates) 
they thought it ſcandalous for a Man of Fa- 
ſhion to exerciſe any Merchandize : And, in 
Conſequence of That Prepoſſeſſion, they were 
not in a Capacity to make any Figure by Sea ; 
an Element, little practiced by Them, and 
leſs underſtood. But this Notion laſted only 
till they had an Opportunity to look more 
abroad into the World. Then Experience 
taught 


32 The Fare Trunk? n, No 60 


taught them, as they came to quarrel with 
the Carthagimans (who at that time were the 
Great Trading People) that Commerce: was 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh their Empire; and, that 
not only their Conqueſts were at an End, but 
the Poſſeſſion of the Territories they had con- 
quered was precarious ; unleſs they could ac- 
quire, and ſecure to Themſelves, the Domi- 
nion of the Sea. 

I muſt own, I have been led into theſe Re- 
flections, by the late Glorious Naval Victory, 
obtained over the Spaniſh Fleet by Sir George 
Byng, in the Mediterranean. This ſingle Ac- 
tion renders the King of Great-Britain as much 
Maſter of the Mediterranean, as he has: been 
always acknowledged to be Sovereign over 
the Britiſh Seas.. 

It is with the utmoſt Satisfaction J obſerve 
the True Lovers of their Countrey univer- 
ſally pleaſed, and inſpired with a freſh Zeal 
for the Government, by this important Suc- 
ceſs: And, I cannot but think, it ſavours 
ſtrongly of Fanaticiſm to betray any Diſlike to 
ſo prudent, and ſo fortunate an Enterprize, 
For, iff the Dominion of the Sea is abſolutely 
neceſſary to a People, who aim at Empire; of 
how much Greater Moment is it to a Nation, 
whoſe Grandevr, whoſe Wealth, whoſe ' very 

Being 
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15 75 depends upon Commerce and Naviga- 
tion It is with Reaſon, therefore, that His 
Majeſty looks upon every Wrong done to his 
Trading Subjects, and on every Attempt to- 
wards eſtabliſhing a New Maritime Power in 
Europe, as the moſt fatal (and therefore the 
moſt unpardonable) Injury to a Nation, whole 
Glory conliſts in being Miſtreſs of the you and 
whole Strength is in Trade. 

The Nations, recorded in Hiſtory to have 
been at any Time poſſeſſed of the Empire of 
the Sea, have always eſteemed a Neighbour- 
ing Prince's offering to ſet up a Naval Power, 
by building: more Ships of War, than were 
requiſite to ſecure. the Trade of his Subjects 
from Piracies, (5c. to be as juſt a Foundation 
of Political Jealouſy, as the Raiſing of New 
Forts upon his Frontiers, or the Levying of 
a formidable Army in a Time of profound 
Peace: And therefore, They have always ta- 
ken Meaſures, either to prevent ſuch At- 
tempts, or to deſtroy them in their Birth. This 
was the Practice of the Romans; and This has 
been the Policy of his Majeſty's Royal Prede- 
ceſſours, the Kings of England. 

The Romans, as ſoon as they had acquired 
the Sovereignty of the. Sea, ( which they 
thought not dearly purchaſed with the Loſs 

C 
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of above Seven Hundred Ships) immediately 
entered upon Meaſures to preſerve ſo valuable 
an Acquiſition. They grew watchful over 
their New Dominion; and were ſoon alarm- 
ed by the ſmalleſt Umbrage, from any 
Power, that did but ſeem to interfere with 
them in Naval Aﬀairs. It was from theſe Po- 
litical Conſiderations, that they would not 
permit the Carthaginians to fit out any Fleets; 
and, that they forbid Antiochus (at that Time 
the greateſt King in the Eaſt) to build more 
than Twelve Ships of War. | 
It is not an empty Title, which the Kings 
of England have always taken to Themſelves, 
of being Supreme Lords and Governours of the 
Ocean, ſurrounding the Britiſh Shore; but, 2 
Right, which they have conſtantly maintained, 
at the Expence of Numerous Fleets. In that 
famous Accord, made between our Great King 
Edward 1. and Philip the Fair of France, it ap- 
pears ; That the French King was, by Him, 
called to an Account for Piracies, committed 
by his Subjects within the Britiſh Seas: And 
by that Memorable Ordinance, made at Haſ- 
tings, in the Reign of King John of England, 
the Honour of the Flag (ever claimed by the 
Engliſh) is decreed, to take Place Univerſally, 
not barely as a Civility, but as a Right to 
be 
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be paid (cum debita Reverentia) with due De- 
ference; 
There is no Occaſion for troubling my Rea- 
ders with a Detail of Examples, to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe ; ſince, Nothing is more known 
in our Engliſþ Hiſtory, than that our Kings 
have ever been jealous of their Neighbours 
making uſe of any Pretext to encreaſe their 
Naval Strength ; and have, accordingly, judged 
it of the greateſt Importance, to fruſtrate 
ſuch Deſigns, though at the Riſque of a War. 
For, what leſs did our Immortal Queen Eli- 
zabeth riſque, when ſhe ſent to the French 
King, to prohibit his Building any more Ships 
of War, than what he then had, without her 
Leave firſt obtained. This was an Inſtance of 
Wiſdom and Refolution, worthy a Prince, 
who claimed the Sovereignty of the Sea : And 
the Free-Thinker is pleaſed, that he can (with- 
out blemiſhing his Integrity) ſay, that this 
Example is gloriouſly ſurpaſſed by His preſent 
Majeſty. k Lt III 
I ſhall cloſe theſe Reflections, by obſerving, 
that every True Briton has reaſon to triumph 
in his Heart, upon our Late Victory: For, 
ſuppoſing the Spaniards ſhould be ſo Deſpe- 
rate, as to provoke us with Hoſtilities for 
checking their growing Ambition; what have 
C a3 my 
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my Countreymen to fear, or rather, what may 

they not hope, from a War, the Expence of 
which carries no Money out of the Kingdom ; 
which directly tends to cruſh a riſing Maritime 
Power in Europe; and which, in the Proſecu- 
tion of it, muſt neceſſarily enlarge the Trade 
and Commerce of the Nation? 
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No gl. Monday, Octob. 20. 1718. 


Sit ſatis, /Eneide, telis impune Numanum 

Oppetiiſſe tuis: primam hanc tibi magnus Apollo 
Concedit laudem, & paribus non invidet armis : 
Cetera parce, puer, bello. Vn. 


M.. FAZ E-TIxX ER, October 1. 1718. 


as f Night, I was voted a very 
KW © Impudent Fellow, for preſuming 
(Eco) * to contradit a Man, Forty Years 
| IA, Older than my ſelf: And, not- 
« withſtanding what I ſaid, was acknowledged 
© to be a very juſt Anſwer to the ſurprizing 
0 ä which the Old Gentleman had 
* aſſerted; 


Nl 


Noc The FREE-THINKER. 37 
© aſſerted; I could by no means prevail to 
have the harſh Sentence revoked. 

* Now, Sir; as you ſeem deſirous to lead 

* your Countreymen into the Way of Think- 

© ing and Acting like Rational Creatures; and 
© {ince your Lectures meet with a very Can- 
did Reception all over Great-Britain; I am 
apt to believe, that, from a few of your 
© Impartial Animadverſions on my Caſe, I 
c thall find Redreſs: And that, for the future, 
© when a Perſon of Eighteen has any Thing to 
* ſay in Compapy, he may be heard with the 
_ © ſame Attention and Good Manners, as a Per- 
* ſon of Sixt). 

© In Vindication of my ſelf, I beg Leave to 
© acquaint you, that I have, to the beſt of my 
* Abilities, always followed the Advice Pytha- 
* goras gave his Diſciples ; Either to ſay ſome- 
© thing better than Silence, or elſe to hold my 


© Tongue, 
Tours, 


Jacosn PER r. 


P. S. Pray, Sir, take Notice, That I made 
Three Low Bows, before I offered to ſpeak ; 
© and, that I am willing to obſerve any other 
, Reſpects you ſhall think proper to be paid 


* to my Seniors. 
C 3 N I C A Ne 
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IcAN Nor, in Juſtice, refuſe giving my 
Teſtimony in Favour of my Hopeful Diſciple, 
Mr. Jacob Pert; who, I think, has met with 
very unworthy Treatment; and has good Rea- 
ſon to expect, from me, all the Redreſs, my 

Authority can procure him. 

A Youth ought, indeed, always to ſhew a 
Civil Regard to his Elders : But then, He is 
not to compliment Them, at the Expence of 

Truth. A Young Man may, with Modeſly, 

be very ſenſible, that he is in the Right : And 

an Old Man may not be ſenſible, that he is in 
the Wrong; or, may be Conſcious of his Er- 
rour, and yet not willing to own it. Raſh- 
neſs and Inexperience are the prevailing De- 
fects of Youth ; Obſtinacy and Diſingenuity, 
as common Failings of Age : But, the One are 
more eaſily, and much more frequently, amen- 
ded, than the Other. The Young Man's Er- 
rours may be Tranſient ; the Old Man's, pro- 
bably, are Permanent. If Wiſdom be the 

Ornament of Grey Hairs ; Ignorance and Per- 

yerſeneſs is a Diſhonour to the Hyary Head, 

A Perſon in Years, who has employed his 

Time and Studies, only to confirm Himſelf in 

Abſurdities, cannot reaſonably claim much 

Deference from his Juniors; Compaſſion is 

the moſt, thar is due to him ; and, he is trea- 

ted 
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ted with Indulgence, if he does not fall into 
Contempt. 

To judge equitably of the Two diſtant 
Stages of Life; let the Man of Experience 
be tender of checking the Enquiries of One, 
who is growing up into Knowledge : And let 
the Young Man not be forward to contradict . 
a Perſon, who may deliver Obſervations, of 
which, Time only can ſhew him the full Va- 
lue. 

It is grown almoſt | into an Authentick 
Maxim in the Rules of Civility, That Con- 
tradiction of every Kind is a Rudeneſs: A No- 
tion, which at once deſtroys all the Freedom 
of Converſation; and may juſtly be placed in 
the Catalogue of Vulgar Errours. It will 
therefore be proper, here, to conſider ; how far 
Contradiction is conſiſtent with Good Man- 
ners; and conſequently, how far it is, not only 
Allowable, but even Commendable : In ſet- 
tling of which Point, I ſhall have no Regard 
to the ſervile Reſtraints, which Pride and Ig- © 
norance exact, upon This Occaſion. 

The Two principal Ends of Converſation, 
are Pleaſure and Inſtruction: Neither of which 
can be fully an{wered, without the Liberty 
of frequently Differing {or at leaſt ſeeming to 
Differ) from the Perſon, with whom we enter 

C 4 into 
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into Diſcourſe. The Wrangling, Diſputacious 
Man is excepted out of this General Obſerva- 
tion; ſince a Thwarting, Cavilling Temper 
only promotes Contention, and tends to net- 
ther Pleaſure nor Inſtruction. 

If Mr. Pert, therefore, propoſes his Opini- 
ons, without Paſſion, diſobliging Expreſſions, 
or rude Behaviour; there can be no Offence to 
Good Manners, in his objecting modeſtly to 
what the Oldeſt and Wiſeſt Man in the Na- 
tion may aſſert. It is, in Reality, nothing 


more, than owning himſelf not to be convin- 


ced, and tacitly avowing his Ignorance, or 
Slowneſs of Apprehenſion ; which is ſtill the 
greater Inſtance of Self-Denial, for the Sake 
of Truth, it the Gentleman, he Replies to, 
happens to be eſteemed the Oracle of the 
Company. 

The offering of Arguments againſt any Pro- 
polition, that may be advanced, is laying open 
One's Scruples, in order to have them remo- 
ved ; and, at the ſame Time, obliging the Per- 
ſon, Contradicted, with an Opportunity of ma- 
nifeſting his Skill, in Solving thoſe Difficulties ; 
which (in Civility) he is to be ſuppoſed capa- 
ble of performing. And, in Effect, Every One 
is pleaſed with ſuch an Occaſion of ſhewing 
the Superiority of his Underſtanding, when 

he 
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he has it in his Power : So that, it very ſeldom 
happens, that any Perſon is offended with a 
Bare Reply, but the Ignorant Man ; who 
thereby, indeed, runs the Riſque of loſing the 
Falſe Veneration, he may have acquired a- 
mongſt his Companions. Such a One may 
juſtly be diſſatisfied with Himſelf; but, has 
no Reaſon to be angry with his Opponent, 
who unfortunately ſtrikes upon the Shallows, 
at Unawares. | 

Wren I received the Letter, which has 
put me upon theſe Reflections; I was very 
much pleaſed to find a Gentleman, with the 
Surname at the Bottom of it, ſo very reaſo- 
nable a Correſpondent. I own, I have all 
along been apprehenſive of the Lively Multi- 
tude, who go by That Denomination ; ima- 
gining, they would prove the moſt trouble- 
ſome Adverſaries to the Free- Thinter. But the 
Good Senſe of my Friend, Mr. Jacob, gives 
me Hopes, that I may, in Time, grow more 
into Credit with moſt of his Name. 

An old Acquaintance of mine, who is no 
Admirer of the Perts, has beſtowed ſome 
Pains to inform himſelf, in ſeveral Curious 
Particulars relating to This Race of Men; the 
moſt remarkable of which I ſhall tranſcribe, 
for the Entertainment of my Scholars, 

© The 
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© The True Breed of the Perts is very Alert; 
© infomuch, as to pals frequently for a Clan 
© of Intrepids. It is obſerved, that They are 
© not generally Long-lived ; very Few of 
© them being found to exceed the Age of 
< Five and Twenty. Antiquaries unanimouſly 
© concur in the Opinion, that they are not 
© Aborigines of this Ifland; but tranſplanted 
c Hither from a Neighbouring Coaſt ; and that, 
© probably, ſome came over into Great-Britain, 
© in the Quality of Pages, with William the 
© Conquerour, It is likewiſe agreed, that their 
© True, Original Appellation, was Malapert ; 
© a Surname of Norman Extraction ; Natura- 
© lized in the Laſt Century, and made a Bri- 
_ © tiſþ Name, by taking away the Two Firſt 
© Syllables. 

The True Breed of the Perts is very di- 
© ſtinguiſhable by ſeveral Singularities. Their 
Style, and Manner of Speech, is very Laco- 
© nick; their Cloaths of a ſhorter Cut than or- 
© dinary; and the Tye of their Wigs very 
© Conciſe : But then, they generally exceed 
© other Gentlemen in the Length of their 
© Swords, and the Breadth of their Hats; 
© though ſome Years agoe, they were remar- 
© kable, for the narroweſt Hats in the King- 
© dom. 


Friday, 
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No 62. Friday, Odob. 24. 1718. 


Quippe etenim quam multa tibi jam fingere poſſum 

Somnia, que vitæ rationes vertere poſſint, 

Fortunaſque tuas omneis turbare timore? 
Lvcker, 


— Laan 


* — 
[i 


N the Hiſtory of the French Acade- 
m Royal of Inſcriptions, there is a 
hort Diſcourſe concerning Preſa- 
Fee ger; from which I ſhall borrow as 
much as may give my Readers a General 
View, of the more minute and trifling Omens 
of Life, amongſt the Ancients ; as a very pro- 
per Supplement to my * Lectures on Super ſti- 
tion. 

Tu vain Curiofity of Mankind, to pry 
into Futurity, has in all Ages betrayed them 
into divers Impertinences, that are not only 
anne. © be but N N to their Repoſe. 


© N* 34 54- 
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This Weakneſs put Men upon having Recourſe 
to Oracles, to Sooth-Sayers, to Interpreters of 
Dreams, and Explainers of Preſages. | 
This Laſt Kind of Divination is very An- 
cient; it being probable, that the Firſt Inſti- 
tuters of Idolatry, were likewiſe the Firſt In- 
venters of Preſages, or Omens. It is at leaſt 
certain, that the old Inhabitants of Paleſtine 
were addicted to This Superſtition, in the 
Days of Moſes, who forewarns the Iſraelites, 
not to fall into the Deluſions of the Nations, 
whoſe Lands they were going to poſſeſs. 
The Egyptians ſurpaſſed all People in the 
Science of Preſages ; inſomuch that, by bring- 
ing their ſeveral Obſervations under Rules, 
They had reduced It into an Art. There are 
ſufficient Reaſons, to believe, that the Egyp!ians 
| ſpread this Idle Knowledge into Greece; where 
it was in great Vogue in the Time of the To- 
jan War. The Etrurians (an ancient People 
of Italy) who were very Expert in Preſages, as 
well as in moſt Kinds of Divination, ſay, That 
One Tages firſt taught them to underſtand 
Omens. The Romans learnt, what they knew 
of this Myſterious Doctrine, from the Etruri- 
ant; and, for ſeveral Ages, the Ronan Senate 
ſent their Young Men, of the Chief Families, 
into Tuſcany, to ſtudy a Science, which they 
thought 
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thought Important, for the Preſervation of the 
State. 

Theſe Preſages were of divers Kinds; which 
may be reduced under Seven Principal Deno- 
minations. | 

I. Fortuitous Words ; which were eſteemed 
Divine Voices, when the Authour of them was 
not known. Such was the Voice which war- 
ned the Romans of the Approach of the Gauls ; 
and to which a Temple was dedicated, under 
the Name of Aius Loquutius, But, when the 
Speaker was known to be a Man, theſe Words 
were called, Human Voices. Before the Un- 
dertaking of any Enterprize, it was cuſtomary 
to go out of their Houſes, to catch the Words 
of the Firſt Man they met; or, to ſend out 
a Slave to remark what was ſaid in the 
Streets; and upon theſe Words, ſpoke as it 
were by Chance (which they applied to their 
Deſigns) they ſometimes took ſerious Reſolu- 
tions. | 

II. Cnvulſiont of certain Parts of the Body; 
principally of the Heart, the Eyes, and the 
Brows. Palpitations of the Heart betokened 
no Good; and, particularly, foreboded the In- 
fidelity of a Friend. Convulſions in the Right 
Eye, or Brow, paſſed for a Lucky Omen. A 
Numneſs 
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Numneſs in the Little Finger, or Catchings 
in the Left Thumb, were unfavourable Signs. 
III. A Ringing, or Imaginary Noiſe, in the 

Ears. This, with the Ancients, ſignified, that 
ſome One was talking of them in their Ab- 
ſence. 

IV. Sneezing. This Preſage was Equivo- 
cal; and might be interpreted Lucky, or Un- 
lucky, according to the Occaſions. For this 
Reaſon it was Cuſtomary to pray for the 
Safety of the Perſon, who ſneezed, by ſaying, 
Jupiter ſave you. The Morning-Sneezings 
(counting from Mid-night to Mid-day) were 
not reputed Good : And, of thoſe which hap- 
pened after Noon, They were moſt eſteemed, 
which came from the Right Side : But, the 
God of Love (from whatever Side they came) 
rendered them always Favourable to Lovers; 
if we may believe Catullur. b 

V. Accidental Falls, When Veiz was Ta- 

ken, Camillur, obſerving the rich Plunder, 
_ prayed to the Gods, to avert, by ſome flight 
Diſgrace, the Envy, which his (or the Romans) 
Good Fortune might occaſion : As he made 
this Prayer, he Fell ; and his Fall was, after- 
wards, looked upon as a Preſage of his Exile, 
and of the Taking of Rome by the Gaul. 
The Statues of Nero's Houſhold-Gods tum- 
bled 
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bled down on the Firſt of January; which 
was thought to betoken the Death- of that 
Prince, in a ſhort Time. If a Man, going 
abroad, happened to ſtumble againſt the 
Threſhold; to burſt his Shoe-ſtrings ; or his 
Garment, catching to the Chair, checked his 
Riſing ; theſe were taken for Bad Omens. 

VI. Meeting certain Perſons, or Animals. 

If, upon Going out in the Morning, They met 
an Ethiopian, an Eunuch, a Dwarf, or a De- 
formed Perſon ; they were frightened, and re- 
turned Home. The Meeting of ſome Ani- 
mals was Fortunate; as a Lion, Ants, and 
Bees: The Meeting of others, altogether Un- 
fortunate ; as Serpents, Wolves, Foxes, Dogs, 
Cats, (5c. 
Vil. Names, Great Care was taken, that 
the Children, who aſſiſted in the Sacrifices ; 
the Perſons, who performed the Dedication 
of Temples; and the Soldiers, who were firſt 
Enrolled, ſhould have ſuch Natnes, as were of 
an agreeable Signification : And Names of a 
diſagreeable, or an Ah Meaning, were 
abominated. | 

AS for the Occaſi ions, upon which the An- 
cients had Recourſe to Preſages; there was 
no Time, in which it was thought Safe to 
neglect Them: But, it was judged requiſite 

to 
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to obſerve Them, more eſpecially, in Entring 
upon any Undertaking. Hence came the Cuſ- 
tom, at Rome, of ſaying Nothing, but what 
was Pleaſing, on the Firſt of January ; of ma- 
king kind Wiſhes to each other, and accom- 
panying their Compliments with Little Pre- 
ſents, particularly of Honey. This Regard to 
Preſages took Place in all their Religious Ce- 
remonies, and in their Publick Acts; which 
began with this Preamble, Quod felix, fauſtum, 
fortunatumque fit : As great Care was, likewiſe, 
taken to attend to Them, in Private Affairs; 
at Meals, upon a Journey, in Marriages, at the 
Birth of a Child, (5c. : 

But the bare Obſervation of Omens was 
not ſufficient : It was likewiſe neceſſary - to 
Accept them ; to be thankful to the Gods for 
them; to pray for the Accompliſhment of 
them; and to petition for new Preſages, to 
confirm the Former. On the other Hand ; If 
the Omen had no Promiſing Aſpect, it was re- 
jected with Horrour; and the Gods were be- 
ſeeched to turn aſide the Event; provided it 
ſeemed an Accidental Preſage: But, if it came 
in Conſequence of a Petition offered up, there 
was no other Remedy, but to ſubmit to the 
Will of the Gods. 

There 
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There were ſeveral Expedients, in uſe, to 
fruſtrate Bad Omens: One of the moſt Ordi- 
nary, to prevent the Effects of any diſagree- 
able Object, or Diſcourſe, was to Spit imme- 
diately. When it was not poſſible to avoid 
uſing certain Words, which were reputed un- 
lucky; the Speaker took the Precaution to 
renounce (by an expreſs Deteſtation) every 
Evil, his Speech might portend. This made 
them ſoften their Expreſſions, as much as poſ⸗ 
ſible, by ſubſtituting Terms of a milder Sig- 
nification : Thus, inſtead of ſaying, that a 
Man was Dead, the Phraſe was changed to, 
He has lived : Thus, the Athenians called the 
Priſon, The Dewelling; The Executioner, The 
Publick Officer, 

A COMPLEAT Collecion of the various 
Preſages, that are, or ever have been, in Re- 
queſt, in the different Ages, and Nations, of 
the World, would make not only an Enter- 
taining, but a very Inſtructive Piece of Hiſto- 
y. This would diſcover one of the main 
Sources of Superſtition; and expoſe ſeveral 
Falſe Appearances of Religion : And it woul 
be a ſtrong Argument to put the Unwary up- 
on their Guard, by ſhewing them, that very 
flouriſhing Nations may be led into a Belief 
of the moſt trifling Abſurdities. If ſuch a 
Vo. II. D Colless 
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Collection were Impartially made, I am apt 
to believe, there would appear as ample a 
Catalogue of Follies of this Kind, in the 
Chriſtian Countries, as in the Heathen ; and 
very often, the ſame Extravagancies, in com- 
mon to Both. 

If any of my Readers, of either Sex, find 
themſelves haunted with theſe Superſtitions ; 
I can recommend to them, one very plain 
and effectual Remedy, againſt the Power of 
ſuch Deluſions. Let the Perſon aggrieved, 
take Courage only for a few Days; during 
which Time, let him diligently obſerve how 
frequently the moſt Credited Omens (whe- 
ther Good, or Bad,) fail of producing Conſe- 
quences of any Sort : And then, let him fairly 
' compute, how many Good Chantes befall 
him after the Worſt Preſages ; and how many 
Croſs Accidents come upon him, after the 
very Beſt Omens: And the natural Conclu- 
ſion will be, that the Hopes from the One, 
and the Terrours from the Other, are only 
the Phantoms of a diſtempered Imagination, 
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Sh H E Verſes, in the Cloſe of this 
= Paper, furniſh me with a proper 
Occcaſion to make a few Reflec- 
= tions, upon Poetry and Painting, 
which may not be unacceptable to ſuch as de- 

light in Either, or Both, of Theſe Arts. 
Tux ſurprizing Excellency, which is pecu- 
liar to a Great Poet, is the Skill of conveying 
to Another, by the Help of Words, thoſe juſt 
and lively Ideas, which riſe in his Imagination, 
in the ſame Force and Perſpicuity, as He 
himſelf conceives them. Words, in His Diſ- 
poſal, are Things: And, the Deception proves 
ſo ſtrong, that the Reader forgets he is peru- 
ſing a Piece of Writing; or, at leaſt, takes 
the Poem for a Book of Magick, which (as 
he paſſes from one Period to another) ſur- 
rounds him with amazing Objects, and drives 
D 2 him 
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him from Paſſion to Paſſion ; tranſporting him 
into Joys and Griefs, Pleaſures and Pains, 


with a Violence not to be reſiſted, 


The Perfection of a Maſter-Painter is, to 
be able to perform the ſame Wonders by Co- 
lours, which the Poet commands by Lan- 
guage. His Ideas paſs from his Mind into his 
Pencil, and riſe upon the Canvaſs in their. full 


Vigour and Proportion. 


His every Touch is 


a Creation: The Canvaſs is no longer a level, 
lifeleſs Surfaſe ; but a Scene, diverſify d with 
Buildings, Mountains, Forreſts; or, perhaps, 
a Sea, deformed with Tempeſts; a Sky, en- 
raged with Storms, flaſhing out Lightning ; 


and Clouds, burſting with Thunder : 


Or, a 


Field of War, ſtained with Blood, and filled 
with Uproar and Confuſion : Or, perhaps, the 
ſilent, ſolitary Retreat of Sorrow and De- 
ſpair ; or, if he pleaſes, the Enchanted Bower 
of Bliſs, the Reſidence of Love and Beauty. 

- Such is the Efficacy of Words and Num- 
bers; and ſuch the Energy of Lights and 
Shades, under the Conduct of a ſuperiour 
Genius: Both equally wonderful in their 
Operations; both equally Pleaſing: But not 


alike Inſtructive; in which Point, the Poet un- 
queſtionably claims Preheminence over the 


Painter. FR 
* 
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IT would be hard to determine, which of. 
theſe Two Arts require the greater Power of 
Imagination, the longer Term of Experience, 
and the more unwearied Application. It 
ſeems equally difficult to paint in Words, or 
in Colours; ſo as to impoſe the One upon 
the Reader, and the Other on the Beholder, 
for Realities. The Great Poet, and the 
Great Painter, think alike : But, They ex- 
preſs their Thoughts by very different Powers, 
The Painter's Language is his Colours: The 
Poet's Colours are his Diction. The ſtrongeſt 
Colouring will fade; and the moſt ſignificant 
Words grow obſolete, Many- of the moſt 
celebrated Writings of Antiquity are pre- 
ſerved : The Paintings are all periſhed. The 
Painter is equally ungerſtood in all Nations: 
And the Poet can diſtribute every One of his 
Performances into the Hands of all his Coun- 
treymen. [7s 
The Poet and the Painter may mutually 
improve one another, by judiciouſly peruſing - 
each others Works. The Similitudes, the 
Deſcriptions, and Metaphors of the One; the 
Landskips, Figures, and Poſtures, of the 
Ocher, equally tend to regulate, and enliven, 
the Imagination, The violent Motions of 
D 3 Nature 
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Nature are fo very Tranſient, that it is diffi- 
cult to catch diſtin& Ideas of them, from the 
Life: Whereas, when a Great Painter has 
fixed a Paſſion in a Face, the Poet may 
there ſtudy the Workings of it in the Fea- 
tures, at his Leiſure : And the Painter may, 
in his Turn, receive the like Advantage from 
the Poet. | 

It thews the greateſt Skill in theſe Artiſts, 
when they arrive to the Perfection of copying 
happily One from the Other. There is not 
the leaſt Reſemblance between Words and 
Colours, as there is between different Lan- 
guages: And therefore, it requires a ſtrong 
Faculty of Imaging, and a juſt Manner of 
Thinking, to be able to Tranſlate out of One 
of Theſe into the _ without looſing the 
Spirit, 

- Theſe Obſervations are the Reſult of What 
occurred to Me, upon opening the following 
welcome Packet from a Fair Lady ; in which 
the Reader will find a Poet copying, with 


Succeſs, the Beauties of the Greateſt Maſters | 
in Painting, 
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To my Friend, The FREee-THINKER: 


SIR, Oftob. 7. 1718. 


6 || Confeſs I was a little diſpleaſed, when 1 

firſt ſaw * your Letter, in Anſwer to 
mine: But when I had flept upon it, and 
© read it over again with cooler Reflection, I 
© began to be ſenſible of my Obligations to 
© you, for your Plain-Dealing. 

* As a Token of my Gratitude, I ſend En- 
* cloled a Copy of Verſes; the moſt Elegant 
© Preſent, I can make you. 

The Gentleman, who writ them, ſent 
them to me, Dated from the Eſcurial. They 
© expreſs the Admiration, he was ſtruck with, 
© at the Sight of the Variety of fine Kripture- 
Paintings, there. 


Jan, SI R, 
Wholly your Diſciple, 


SYLVIA- 
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HOW lovehy ſacred Pourtraiture appears ! 
What Heavenly Charms the bright Deluſion wears ! 
Lo, unveil'd Glories blaze, to Senſe confeſt, 
Their dazling Forms in Shape and Colours dreſt ! 
Serap!'s around, in Saphire Shades, are ſpred; 
And Sky-dipt Pencils the rich Purple ſbed. 


Scene, after Scene, my raviſh'd Eyes purſue ; 
One ſcarce enjoy'd, another tempts my View. 
Here Clouds, in Streams of Gold, are taught to 
Hv 5 
See Paul entranced, in Beamy Raptures glow. 
There, on freſh Flowers repoſed, pale Martyrs 

plain 5 
Tet nep to Bliſt, and lqnguiſhing with Pain : 
Soft Cherubs healing Air, and Harps, apply ; 
And cirdling Triuanpls crowd the pitying Shy. 


Beneath, on Earth, behold an bumbler Sen ; 
The meek Meſſiah, with bis Pilgrim Train! 
| N D jſeaſe, 
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Diſeaſe, retiring, owns his dread Command; 
And Health, and Light, flow from the potent 
Hand. | 
There Myſtick Nuptials ſerious Mirth allow ; 
Ambitious Chaplets wreath His awful Brow. 
Angels in filent Strcams ſtrange Nectar pour, 
And unſeen Cluſters yield a Purple Show'r : 
The wondring Gueſts perceive the inſpiring Juice; 0 
And ſparkling Cups celeſtial Joys infuſe. 


The Funeralt paſt, here they deſpair of Aid; 
While mourning Loves His tardy Steps upbraid: 
But ſee, He comes! See, from the yawning Tomb, 
The Rifing Youth, like newo-horn Lillies, bloom! 
The frighted Siſters ſhake, with pleaſing Dread; 
And tender Shreike ſalute the rmakening Dead, 


What ſmiling Graces my bleſt Eyes invade ! 
Hail, bright Maria! Hail, celeſtial Shade ! 
Here, Virgin Innocence, and Love Divine, 
Mixt in one Face, in ſweet Confufion ſhine ; 
And 
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And, ſofily varying blend, in doubtful Red, 
The tender Mother with the bluſhing Maid. 


Such glorious Forms, the guilty Temples ſtain ; 
And Crouds, adoring, lift their Hands in vain. 


THUS ancient Greece preſum'd, with flat- 
tering Kill, 
Minerva's awful Beauties to reveal; 
Into the Manſions of the Gods to pry, 
And paint the Powers conceal'd within the Sly. 
Bold Plato thus, his Shadowy Science taught ; 
And Athens praisd the New, Harmonious 
Thought, | 
Vain Thefits of Human Art, No Paint can 
ſhow, 
No Words can figure, what no Mortals know. 
Poorly, our faint Ideas all combine, 
To form an Image, of the Power Divine. 
He only his own Likeneſs can expreſs, 
And radiant Image in full Glory areſs ; 


Ne- 
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New-mold the Clay, and with his Finger trace 
His bright Reſemblance, on the ſtubborn Maſs ; 
Thoſe Heavenly Colours on the Mind revive, 
Inform the Heart, and teach the Soul to live, 
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PlAr. de Leg. Lib. 7. 


VE" 


e my Fifty Eighth Lecture (which 

N opens a New Courſe of Studies) I 
. have attempted to draw my Diſci- 
90 > ples out of the Romance of Poli- 


vb by exhorting them to acquire ſome 
Knowledge of the Laws of England, before 
they undertake the Government of it, I ſhall, 
this 
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this Day, purſue the ſame Deſign ; and endea- 

vour, by ſome additional Conſiderations, to 
divert that Zeal, with which my Countrey- 
men are poſſeſſed, of labouring to force their 
Private Schemes into Practice; and thereby 
ſtriving to introduce Alterations into the Con- 
ſtitution; which (notwithſtanding their great 
Foreſight) may, ſome time or other, prove 
fatal to our Liberties. 

I F the Nature, the different Capacities and 
Inclinations, of Mankind be duely conſidered, 
in a Political Way; we ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied, 
that much the ſmalleſt Proportion of Men are 
governed, in their Actions, by the True Reaſon 
of Things. The juſtice and Wiſdom of a 
Law enters, but little, into the Conſideration 
of the Multitude: But, the Antiquity of a 
Law, and the Veneration, with which it is 
thereby fixed in the Minds of the People, are 
the moſt popular and forcible Motives of the 
ready Obedience, paid to lt. 

The introducing of New Forms, is gene- 
rally attended with dangerous Diſputes : And, 
the Generality are beſt contented, when they 
are governed, as their Fore-Fathers were. It 
is very ſeldom adviſeable to attempt a 
Change, even for the Better, in ſome Parts 


of a Conſtitution, The greateſt Law-givers, 
who 
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who have yet appeared in the World, have 
unanimouſly eſteemed frequent Changes in 
the Laws of any State to be prejudicial to it. 
Therefore, to prevent This Inconveniency, 
They did all make uſe of Religion, and the 
Belief of a Divine Inſtitution, to over-awe 
the People, and, make Them think it the 
higheſt Preſumption and Impiety, to attempt 
any Change. Thus, Numa prepoſſeſſed the 
Romans with a Notion of his Commerce with 
the Goddeſs Mgeria. Lycurgus ſwore the 
People of Sparta, punctually to obſerve his 
Laws, till his Return from the Oracle of Del- 
phos; and then, in order to render their Obe- 
dience perpetual, he made himſelf a volun- 
tary Exile. It is needleſs to mention Solon, 
Zamolxis, and the other Legiſlators of Anti- 

quity; ſince it will be ſufficient to obſerve, 
That the End, which they all propoſed, by 
this Method of Proceeding, was to create a 
Religious, Habitual Obedience, in the People, 
to a Syſtem of Laws, which (after the ſtric- 
teſt Examination) they judged to be founded 
on Right Reaſon, 

WHrarT I have advanced, in the foregoing 
Paragraphs, is not to be applied ſtrictly to 
thoſe Particular Laws, which relate to the 


Subordinate Parts of Government, and the 
Forms 


62 The Fate-TninkER. No 64, 


Forms, in which Private Juſtice is adminiſtred : 
But, to thoſe General Principles, and Methods 
of Law, 'which are the Immutable Out-Lines 
of Government ; and immediately relate to 
the Conſtitution It ſelf. 

It is certainly more praQticable, to make a 
Thouſand Changes in the Rules of Private 
Juſtice, than One, in any main Point of the 
Conſtitution. I may exemplify the Truth of 
This Obſervation, by the Temper of my 
Countreymen. They remain ſatisfied with 
the ſeveral Changes, that have been made in 
the Rules, whereby their Property in Land, 
Cc. is determined: When yet, an Attempt 
to change the Conſtituent Parts of the Legiſ- 
lative Power; or, perhaps, even to depart 
from the very Form, in which thoſe Altera- 
tions are made, would (in all Probability) 
create a General Uneaſineſs, and Jealouſy, in 
the People; for the Conſequences of which, 
no wiſe Man would anſwer : And, it would 
be in vain to urge to them, at ſuch a Juncture, 
that the Alteration propoſed, would infalli- 
bly turn to their Advantage. I believe, no 
Man doubts, that a Form of Repreſentation 
might be projected, in every Reſpect more 
Equal, and more Beneficial to the Publick 
Liberty, than That of Chooſing our Mem- 

bers 
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bers of Parliament out of ſuch Inconfidera- 
dle Burroughs, as now have a Right to be 
Repreſented ; and yet, I fancy, .no Man, in 
his Wits, would attempt to change this an- 
cient Method. 


Although Alterations in the Subordinate - 


Branches of Law, are ſometimes abſolutely 
neceſſary to the Adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment ; yet a Change, even in Them, ſhould 
not be frequently and avowedly practiced. 
The People may be Inſenſibly drawn into a 
Practice, or Cuſtom, Contrary to an Old 
Law : When, at the ſame Time, They would, 
perhaps, be very much incenſed, if that Law 
(though till then forgotten) were formally 
Repealed : And therefore, it is generally 
more Adviſeable, to let a Law, of any ſtan- 
ding, (unleſs the Inconveniencies of it are 
univerſally known and acknowledged) wear 
Obſolete, than to repeal it by any Publick 
Act. 

This was the Conduct the Romans obſerved, 
with Reference to their famous Laws of the 
Twelve Tables, Thoſe Laws had been Enac- 
ted with ſo much Solemnity, that they judged 
it highly Impolitick, to leſſen the Veneration, 
which the People had for them. They choſe, 
therefore, to let ſuch Particulars in them, as 

were 
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were Impracticable, and, in Fact, contrary to 
Natural Juſtice and Equity, grow into Diſ- 
uſe : Neither did They, by any Act of the 
State, Anull any Portion of them, until Se- 

ven Hundred Vears after they had been Enac- 
ted... The ſame Prudential Conduct has like- 
wiſe been obſerved in England, with Refe- 
rence to the Statute of Magna Charta ; which, 
with US is juſtly. held in the oreateſt Vene- 
ration: There is a kind of ſecret Charm in 
the very Words; and the Superſtition of the 
People, has brought them to ſignify every 
Liberty and Privilege, which they, enjoy by 
any Law whatſoever. This Statute has been 
confirmed more than Thirty. Times : And, 
though Seven Parts in Ten of it are now be- 
come Obſolete, and quite out of Uſe; yet 
no Part thereof has been Nominally Re- 
pealed. 

NO Nation ever inſiſted, fo rigorouſly, 
upon this Immutability of Laws, as the Lo- 
criant; who, in this Reſpect, may be ſaid to 
have been as Obſtinate, in One Extream; as 
my Countreymen are Prone, to the Other. 
Among theſe People, it was an Eſtabliſhed 
Rule of Government ; That Every Man, who 
intended to propoſe an Alteration in any Part 
of the Law, thould come into the Publick 

3 
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Aſſembly of the People (where all Propoſals 
of That Kind were to be made) with a Hal- 
ter about his Neck: And, in Caſe he did not 
prevail with the People to admit of his Pro- 
poſal; he was to be hanged, upon the Spot- 
This Government ſubſiſted, a long Time; 
with only its old Original Laws, and Inſtitu- 
tions. The Reader will eaſily imagine, that 
They abounded not in Innovating Patriots, 
upon the foreſaid hard Condition. But at 
laſt, however, an Alteration was propoſedz 
and took Effect, on the following Occaſions 
The Law of Retaliation (which prevailed in 
all the Ancient Nations through the World) 
was a Fundamental Law with. the Locrians, 
It happened, that a certain One-Kyed Citizen 
had a Quarrel with a Neighbour, who had 
Two Eyes. His Antagoniſt; being very Re. 
. vengeful, threatened this unfortunate Man, 
that ſince by the Law (which was an Eye for 
an Eye, Kc.) it could coſt him. but One of 
his Eyes, he would put out the ſingle Eye of 
his Enemy. Hereupon, the One- EHhed Man 
fairly ventured into the Publick Aſſembly, 
with a Halter about his Neck; and there 
propqſed, it might; for the future, be an 
Etbliſhad Law, That if a Man, having Two 
Eyes, thould put out the One Eye of a Perſons 
2 OL: II. E | Whg 
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who had no more ; the Offender ſhould forfeit 
Both his Eyes. And accordingly, the People 
were convinced, That it was very juſt, He, 
who Blinded Another, ſnould be Blinded him- 
ſelf. 1 A | 

In this Manner were Theſe People ſhewn 
the Folly, of making Thoſe Laws Immuta- 
ble, which related only to Private Juſtice : 
And, I with, the Britops could be as ealily 
perſwaded, of the Danger there is, in making 
frequent Alterations in thoſe Laws, which 
more Immediately regard the Publick. The 
Liberties of all our Neighbouring Nations 
have been loſt, by not cloſely attending to 
This Caution. The ſtrongeſt Fence of Pub- 
lick Liberty, is that Enthuſmſtick Veneration, 
which the Common People conceive for 
Thoſe Laws, that were intended for the Bar- 
riers of it: And every Wiſe Patriot will en- 
courage this Enthuſiaſm, and make a right 
Uſe of it. For, though ſome of our Sche- 
matiſts might be able to projet a Form of 
Law, &c. which, abſtractedly conſide red, may 
appear as uſeful as that, which we enjoy; yet 
ſtill, That Strength and Authority would be 
wanting, which can be derived only from a 
long, Habitual Obedience of the People. 


Monday, 


w | 
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Nov enim de Hranno, ſed de due; non de 
Domino, ſed de * loquimur. 


PLIN, fans 


PT PIER 
R 


HE Criticks have univerſally 
| agreed, to reduce the Poets, of 

all Ages, under a very General 
2555 | 2% 8 Diſtribution, by ſorting them into 
the Good and the Bad; making not the- leaſt 
Allowance for the Indifferent. The {ame Rule 
of judging, may as equitably hold with Re- 
lation to Kings: This is a Character in Life, 
the Sublimity of which admits not of Medio- 
crity. The Good King, (who, alone, is the 
Great One) can, only, make his Subjects hap- 
py: And, if the People are not the Better, 
they muſt neceſſarily be the Worſe, for their 


Prince. 


E 2 The 
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The Monarch may not ſurpaſs the Philoſo- 
pher in the Love of Vertue, in Wiſdom, in 


Courage; neither, in the Fatigues of the 


Body, or Applications of the Mind: The 
Glorious Prerogative, that raiſes a Sovereign 
above the Level of Human Nature, and en- 
titles him to the Veneration of Mankind, is 
the Extenſive Power of Doing Good. His 
Wiſhes become Bleſſings: His earneſt Deſires 
take Effect: Whole Nations feel the Emo- 
tions of his Heart: And he makes Millions 
Glad, when he Thinks Aright; ſince he can 
ſs his Reſolutions into Action. 

Great Talents are, indeed, required in a 
Good King: The meaneſt Capacity is ſuffici- 
ent for a Tyrant. The Exerciſe of Arbitrary 
Power can be maintained only by Force ; and, 
where the Force is ſuperiour to the Reſi- 
ſtance, there needs but little Skill to conduct 
it. A Keeper of Bears may as well vaunt his 
Policy, as a Ruler of Slaves: The whole 
Myſtery of both theſe Potentates, conſiſts in 
having ſtrong Chains, and tough Muzzels; 
and to be well aſſured, that their Subjects 
cannot break looſe. But, to govern a People 
by their own Laws, and to employ the Pre- 


rogative only for Their Good; ſo as to found 
the 
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the Power, and the Grandeur, of the Prince, 
in the Liberty, and Proſperity, of the Sub- 
ject: This is, properly, the Art of Govern- 
ment; and demands the moſt conſummate 
Wiſdom, and the ſublimeſt Vertue. The 
Throne of ſuch. a Monarch is eſtabliſhed in 
the Hearts of his People: His Voice is the 
Voice of a Multitude ; and his Majeſty is not 
a Phantome, but the united Strength of the 
Whole Community. 

How glorious, How deſirable, is the Con- 
dition, that furniſhes a Man with daily Op- 
portunities of doing Good to Thouſands of 
Men! How dangerous, How little to be co- 
veted, is the Station, which hourly expoſes a 
Man to the Hazard of prejudicing Millions ! 
It is eaſy to conceive, that the Cares of a 
Sovereign, who is the Father of his Coun- 
trey, muſt be Great, and almoſt without In- 
termiſſion: But then, He is Greatly recom- 
penſed : His Fatigues are repay'd with the 
Love and Veneration of a People; the ſub- 
limeſt, and moſt ſenſible, Gratification to a 
Noble Mind ! The Nation rejoyces : The 
Prince is pleaſed : Their Satisfaction is mu- 
tual ; and They Both enhance the Happineſs 
of Each other. 


2 3 THESE 
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TRAESE Reflections are intended to awa- 
ken in my Countreymen, the moſt grateful 
Remembrances of a Monarch, whoſe Vertues 
claim every Acknowledgment from the Bri- 
tons, while they retain a Senſe of Liberty. 
The Two Days, ſucceeding to the Preſent, 
will for ever be diſtinguiſhed in our Chroni- 
cles: The Firſt gave the Prince of Orange to 
the World ; the Second gave King William to 
England! He Landed, and our Fears vani- 
ſhed: He Reigned, and we became ſecure ! 

It is very much to be lamented, that Eu- 
rope has not, hitherto, produced an Hiſtorian, 
to deliver down, to future Ages, the Actions 
of this Great Man, in the full Luſtre, in 
which they. were admired throughout Europe, 
not many Years ſince. Such a Work is moſt 
earneſtly to be deſired, out of Good Will to 
Mankind: It would animate Princes, with 
the True Spirit of Heroiſm ; It would ſhew, 
how Vertue ſurmounts the greateſt Difficul- 
ties; and, how the Activity of one ſuperiour 
Genius, in an Age, is ſufficient to reſcue Man- 
kind from Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 

The whole Life of the Hero, I am ſpeak- 
ing of, was employ'd in combating againſt the 
Abuſe of Power; and, in oppoling every At- 
tempt to invade the Rights and Ca of 

en. 
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Men. His Reſolution was ſuperiour to the 
perpetual Obſtacles, that thwarted his De- 
ſigns; and his Intrepidity, on all Occafions, 
ſuitable to the Righteous Cauſe, for which he 
ſo often ventured to die. The Delicacy of 
his Conſtitution did, in no wiſe, weaken the 
Vigour of his Spirit: He ſeemed rather a Be- 
ing, than a Man; and his Mind, all along, tri- 
umphed over a very infirm State of Health. 

He had placed Himſelf at the Head of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt from his Youth ;' and main- 
tained it, againſt the united Intrigues of the 
Popiſh Powers, to the laſt, What important 
Schemes did He plan! What weighty Negoci- 
ations did He bring to a Concluſion! What 
deſperate Battles did He fight! What black 
Conſpiracies did He eſcape! And what Cle- 
mency did He not manifeſt to his moſt unrea- 
ſonable Enemies, and moſt treacherous Sub- 
jects ! 

As to his auſpicious Reign over this Nation, 
I may ſay, it was one continued Series of 
Actions, for the Welfare of the People: And, 
] appeal to the Publick Acts, and Records, of 
his Time, when I affirm, That None of our 
Princes, his Predeceflours, conferred ſo many 
. ſingular Benefits upon the Subjects; or, reſ- 
cued them from ſuch imminent Dangers; or, 

E 4 took 


70 The FrEe-THINKER. N®65 


Tursk Reflections are intended to awa- 
ken in my Countreymen, the moſt grateful 
Remembrances of a Monarch, whoſe Vertues 
claim every Acknowledgment from the Bri- 
tons, while they retain a Senſe of Liberty. 
The Two Days, ſucceeding to the Preſent, 
will for ever be diſtinguiſhed in our Chroni- 
cles: The Firſt gave the Prince of Orange to 
the World ; the Second gave King William to 
England! He Landed, and our Fears vani- 
ſhed: He Reigned, and we became ſecure ! 

It is very much to be lamented, that Eu- 
rope has not, hitherto, produced an Hiſtorian, 
to deliver down, to future Ages, the Actions 
of this Great Man, in the full Luſtre, in 
which they. were admired throughout Europe, 
not many Years ſince. Such a Work is moſt 
earneſtly to be deſired, out of Good Will to 
Mankind : It would animate Princes, with 
the True Spirit of Heroiſm ; It would ſhew, 
how Vertue ſurmounts the greateſt Difficul- 
ties; and, how the Activity of one ſuperiour 

Genius, in an Age, is ſufficient to reſcue Man- 
kind from Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 

The whole Life of the Hero, I am ſpeak- 
ing of, was employ'd in combating againſt the 
Abuſe of Power; and, in oppoſing every At- 
tempt” to invade the Rights and —_ of 

Men, 
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Men. His Reſolution was ſuperiour to the 
perpetual Obſtacles, that thwarted his De- 
ſigns; and his Intrepidity, on all Occafions, 
ſuitable to the Righteous Cauſe, for which he 
ſo often ventured to die. The Delicacy of 
his Conſtitution did, in no wiſe, weaken the 
Vigour of his Spirit : He ſeemed rather a Be- 
ine, than a Man; and his Mind, all along, tri- 
umphed over a very infirm State of Health. 

He had placed Himſelf at the Head of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt from his Youth ;' and main- 
tained it, againſt the united Intrigues of the 
Popiſh Powers, to the laſt. What important 
Selemes did He plan! What weighty Negoci- 
_ ations did He bring to a Concluſion! What 

deſperate Battles did He fight ! What black 
Conſpiracies did He eſcape! And what Cle- 
mency did He not manifeſt to his moſt unrea- 
ſonable Enemies, and moſt treacherous Sub- 

jects! 
As to his auſpicious Reign over this Nation, 
1 may ſay, it was one continued Series of 
Actions, for the Welfare of the People: And, 
I appeal to the Publick Acts, and Records, of 
his Time, when I affirm, That None of our 
Princes, his Predeceſſours, conferred ſo many 
. ſingular Benefits upon the Subjects; or, reſ- 
cued them from ſuch imminent Dangers; or, 
E 4 took 
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took ſo great Care, to perpetuate their Li- 
berties to Poſterity. So that, He muſt, for 
ever, be of Glorious Memory, with every Honeſt 
Engliſhman, 

An Engliſanan ſhould learn to reflect upon 
the Alexanders, and the Ceſars, with Abhor- 
rence: Hiſtory abounds with Ambitious Mo- 
narchs; we read of their arrogant Triumphs ; 
and overlook the Confuſion, and Slavery, and 
Miſery, in which they involved Mankind. 
How different is the Glory of King William; 
who drew his Sword, and formed Alliances, 
only to preſerve the Liberties of Europe: 
Nor, were his Labours without Succeſs : He 
lived to ſave the moſt Flouriſhing Common- 
Wealth, from the moſt Impending Ruin ; and, 
to reſcue the only Free Kingdom of the 
World, from Tyranny and Superſtition. The 
Firſt Act of his Reign, was to reſtore us to 
our Laws, and to our Religion; and, his laſt 
Moments were employed, in confirming thoſe 
Bleſſings to our Poſterity, by compleating the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 
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Here, Pradeiee, over Virgin Love, preſides : 
The Happy Wires, are not the Happieſt Brides, 


ANONYM., 


— 
— EIT 


CE ONSIDERING that I have not 
vet compleated Eight Months in 
— 57 the Exerciſe of my Office; I think, 
have given the Helpleſs So ſuſi- 
cient Proofs of my Readineſs to ſerve them. 
This, no doubt, has lately encouraged One of 
my Pupils to place gteat Confidence in me, 
in a very weighty Affair; which requires Diſ- 
patch: And, I am ſorry, I have wanted Lei- 
ſure to comply ſooner with her Requeſt, 


To the FREE-THINKER. 


SIR, 4; October 23. 1718. 


Am a Young Woman, who have little or 
1 no Pretenſions to Beauty; though, I am 


© not 
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© not blemiſhed with any Deformity; and, I 
< am told, Iam, Altogether, very well; and; 
© in the Opinion of ſome, even Agreeable. 
Jam of a Good, but Unfortunate, Family; 
© and, I have had the Education of a Gentle- 
© woman: Though, by the Misfortunes of my 
© Parents and Relations, I am like to be 10 
Fortune. 
© I have not the leaſt Symptoms of Co- 
© quettery in my Nature : I never was fond of 
© the Converſation of your Sex; and, have 
©been remarkably careful to ſhun the 
Company of Young Gentlemen. This is 
my known Character; and, from my Grave 
© Looks, my Acquaintance have, all along, 
* predeſtinated me to marry ſome Old Man. 
No, Sir, you muſt know, there is a 
© certain Gentleman, in the Wotld, well ad- 
© yanced in Years; in plentiful Circumſtan- 
© ces; and, without an Heir. I have ſeen 
© him Geral times, in Publick; and could 
© Like him, very well, for a Huband: But, I 
am at a Loſs, how to let him know my 
Approbation of him, without expoſing my 
© Reputation, and offending againſt the Rules 
© of Modeſty, which Cuſtom has preſcribed to 
© us Virgins. I think no Perſon ſo capable to 
© adviſe me, in this Difficulty, as your ſelf. 
» re- 
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I remember, when a Great Lord, who 
had taken a Wife without a Portion, came 
© to preſent his Lady to the late Queen; her 
< Majeſty was pleaſed to ſay, I lite your Choice 
© very well, my Lord; Money you have no Oc- 
© caſion for; and, in this Lady, you are ſecure 
© of Vertue. If you can perſwade my Gen- 
< tleman to be of the ſame Opinion, I ſhall 
© ſtudy to make him Happy: And, I am ſa- 
 tisfy'd, you think too juſtly to cenſure a 
Woman, who, in a vertuous Way, would. 
© be glad to advance her Fortune. 

© hope you will be ſo generous, as to let 
© me ſoon have your Advice: If there comes 
any Good of it, I ſhall, in due time, acknow- 
© ledge it; and, you may depend upon re- 
© ceiving one of my Wedding Favours. I am, 
Sir, with due Reſpect, 


Tours, 


AMALIA, 


P. S. I had almoſt forgot to acquaint 
* you, that I excell in making Water-Grue, 
_ © Milk-Porridge, and Caudle: I have always 
been my Father's Drefler ; I underſtand the 
decent Tye of a Cravat; and the grave 
| _ © Adjuſt- 


— — — 
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Adjuſtment of a Wig, to a Nicety; and can 


air a Night-Cap with any Woman in the 


© Nation. 


AMAL1A has repreſented her Caſe in ſo 
juſtifiable a Manner, that I am far from diſ- 
approving her Project; or, from thinking, that 
her Intentions are not both Honourable and 
Prudent. She ſeems to be compleatly quali- 
fied for the Condition of Life, the chooſes : 


And, if the proves fo fortunate, as to ac- 


compliſh her Deſigns, I ſhall be proud of at- 
tending her in the Quality of a Brideman. In 
the mean time, to forward the mutual Hap- 
pineſs of Both Parties, I ſhall deliver my Sen- 
timents impartially on either Side; and the 
rather, becauſe They may be of Service to 
ſeveral diſcreet Virgins may be engaged in- 
the like Purſuits. 

It ſhews great Moderation of Mind, in a 
Young Woman of No Fortune, to be able to 
like an Old Man, who can ſupply ſo material 
a Deficiency. And it is certain, that- there 
are Agreeableneſſes in Age, which (upon the 
Whole) a ſerious Temper may think, not in- 
feriour to Thoſe of Youth. The calm, equal 
Satisfactions, which may be found in the 
One, do (at leaſt) ballance the eager, une- 

| qual 
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qual Raptures of the Other. Happineſs may 
be compared to a gentle, regular Stream, that 
always flows alike : Tranſport is a Torrent, 
which for a few Moments rages, and having 
no ſettled Source, ſoon leaves its Channel 
dry. My Correſpondent wiſely prefers the 
Durableneſs of the Firſt, to the Violence of 
the Latter; and, has learnt to conduct the 
moſt head-ſtrong, blind Paſſion, with Pru- 
dence and Foreſight. | 

The beſt Advice I can give Amalia, to di- 
rect her in her preſent View, is to conſider; 
That a Perſon advanced in Years, and Expe- 
rience, is not to be engaged by the Methods, 
which the Sex practice, with Succeſs, upon 
Young Men. Coyneſs, Difficulty of Acceſs, 
ſtudied Quarrels, little Jealouſies, and vexa- 
tious Diſappointments, will entirely defeat 
her Hopes. The wealthy Old Man, is to be 
ſecured by a modeſt, ready Compliance to 
his Propoſals : He makes Love, as he would 
make a Purchaſe : He comes with Ready Mo- 
ney ; and, though he may like the Cargo, yet 
he expects, there ſhould not be Many Words 
to the Bargain. The leaſt Coldneſs makes 
him fly off, and imagine the young Lady has 
a Contempt for the WiſdomÞþf Age, and is 
ignorant of the ineſtimable Value of Money. 

Since 
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Since I have no Hint given me, whereby to 
gueſs at the particular Perſon, Amalia deſires 
to make Happy; I muſt here addreſs my elf, in 
General, to all the Rich Old Gentlemen, who 
are at their own Diſpoſal. When a Batchelour 
has gone deep into Life; he generally has 
the Misfortune to ſurvive his Band of Inti- 
mates; and, to live like an Alien, in his Na- 
tive-Countrey. His Home is a joyleſs Cave 
to him, by Night; and, the mgſt populous 
City a Deſart, by Day. In this comfortleſs, 
forlorn Condition, there is no Relief equal to 
a young, vertuous Wife; who will, at all 
times, prove a pleaſing Companion, and a 
tender Friend. I ſpeak to Perſons of Reflec- 
tion; and, therefore, I need not be more Par- 
ticular in my Advice. I ſhall only add an 
Obſervation of Montagne's ; That the very 
Converſing with Youth, drives off Old Age; 
and prolongs the Chearfulneſs of the Mind. 


It ſeems, to me, like preſerving a tender Con- 


ſtitution, by removing into a wholſome Air, 
and a warm Climate. 

There have been young Wives full of Ten- 
derneſs, and Affection, to Husbands of an 
Age very diſtant from their own. And, be- 
cauſe Examples, drawn from Perſons of great 
Diſtinction, are very flattering Inducements 

= to 
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to a Liberal Mind; I ſhall refer my Readers, 
of either Sex, (whom this Diſcourſe may con- 
cern) to Plutarch's Life of Pompey; where, 
They may find the youthful Cornelia parta- 
king the Diſtreſſes of her unfortunate Lord, 
in the moſt affectionate Manner ; and, bitterly 
lamenting his Death, in the Nine and Fiftieth 
Year of his Life. 


Ne 67. Mendy, Nov: IO. my 


Ommnis homines, p. C qui de rebus dubiis con- 
ſultant, ab odio, amicitia, ira, atque omni miſe- 
ricordia, vacuot eſſe decet. Haud facile animus 
verum providet, ubi illa officiunt : neque quiſ- 
quam omnium lubidini ſimul & uſui paruit. 


SALLUST. 


— —_ —— 


e Morrow is the Day appointed, 
r by his Majeſty's Proclamation, for 
of the Britiſh Parliament to Aſſem- 
ble: A Senate of the moſt ample 
Privileges; and of the greateſt Dignity, in the 
World; 
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World; an Aſſembly of Free-born Subjects; 
not ſo, by any Uſurpations of the People; 
but, by the Ancient Laws, and Conſtitution, 
of the Realm. 

I ſhall not, here, attempt to ſpeak of the 
Rights of Parliament ; nor of the whole Duty 
of the Members of Both Houſes ; Intending 
to take an Opportunity ta conſider That 
Fundamental Branch of our Government, in 
its proper Place, within the Compaſs of my 
Political Lectures. Neither, ſha ſhaft advance 
any Notions, out of Favour, or Prejudice, to 
any Particular Set of Men; but, endeavour to 
awaken, at this Jundture, ſuch Reſolutions, 
in the Great Council of the Nation, as tend 
to the manifeſt Advantage of the Whole 
Community; remembring ſtill, that I have 
preſcribed to my ſelf One General and Im- 
partial Diſtribution of Mankind, by ſorting 
them into the Reaſonable, and the Unrea- 
ſonable. 

In order hereunto, I would fain recom- 
mend at Preſent, to my Countreymen (of 
what Quality ſoever) who are now more im- 
mediately concerned in the Legiſlative Power, 
the ſerious Peruſal of my Preliminary Lec- 
tures, recapitulated in the Fifty Fifth Paper; 
and, more * Thoſe upon the Love of 

Truth; 
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Truth ; without which diſintereſted Principle 
of a True Publick Spirit, no Perſon is Wor- 
thy of a Seat in either Houſe of Parliament: 
ON the Fourth Inſtant, I was invited to 
make One, in a ſelect Society; who met, in 
the Evening, to Commemorate the Glorious, 
and (I hope) Immortal, Memory of King Wil- 
lian. The Company conſiſted, chiefly, of 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, There 
were preſent Two Young Repreſentatives, of 
Promiſing Parts, engaged in oppoſite Intereſts j 
each warm in his Party; and, ſanguine alike, 
in their different Concluſions, as to the Reſo- 
lutions of the Parliament, now ready to meet. 
When theſe Gentlemen had gone on, ſome 
Time, in the Heat of their Debates, and in 
Pelting each other, by Turns, with Provoking 
Healths; Probus (putting back his Wig, and 
thereby diſcloſing the Authority of his Grey 
Hairs) gave the Signal of Silence with his 
Hand; and moderated the Debate, in Words 
to the following Effect. | {4} 


GENTLEMEN; 


*T HAVE been, in a particular Manner, 
c attentive to your little Animoſities, this 
© Half Hour: And now (with the Leave of 
the Company) I deſire, for the Honour of 
Yor. II. | F you 
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© you Both, and for the Intereſt of Great- 
© Britain, I may be heard, a few Moments, 
< with Patience and Attention. 

© It pleaſes me, to find ſo many Members 
© already in the Town; which makes me 
© hope, there will not One be Abſent, this 
© Day Sever-night, from his Poſt. No Man 
© ſhould undertake to ſerve in Parliament, - 
© who does not think himſelf under an indiſ- 
© penſible Obligation, to give his conſtant At- 
£ tendance : It is a Publick Concern; and the 
© Truſt is Sacred. As for Thoſe, who may 
© at any Time abſent themſelves, upon the 
© Hopes of obliging; or, the Fear of diſobli- 
© oing, a Great Man; They obſerve a diſho- 
© nourable Neutrality, having neither the 
© Courage to oppoſe what they judge to be 
Wrong; nor, the Honeſty to ſtand by what 
© they think to be Right. They are Soldiers, 
© who hide themſelves in the Day of Battle. 

© You are Young Men: You are our Ex- 
« peQation, and our Hope. I have been de- 
« ceived in my Contemporaries: Let us not 
© upbraid our Sons. Suffer not your ſelves to 
© be Regimented : Maintain your Birth-Right ; 
© preſerve your Freedom, as the Pledge of 
© your Integrity. Read; Enquire ; Hear; De- 
© bate: And then, Determine. | 

© Enter 


* 
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Enter the Houſe of Commons, as the Tem- 

© ple of Liberty. Do not you, Sir, take your 
© Seat There, with a Reſolution, beforehand, 
© to oppole the Court: Neither do you, Sir, 
© go Thither, with a ſettled Purpoſe to ap- 
© prove its Meaſures. The True Courtier, 
© and the True Countrey-Gentleman, is He, 
© who enables the King, only to adminiſter 
© Juſtice ; to protect the Subjects; and, to ag- 
* grandize the Nation. 
© You are young Men: When you riſe up 
© to ſpeak, affect not to ſhew your Rheto- 
© rick; neither, condeſcend to be Witty. A 
' Teſt is Profane, in a Senate. Let your 
« Speech be Grave, and Pertinent; and, your 
* Expreſſions Manly, rather than Delicate. 
© Above all Things, avoid Bitterneſs of Lan- 
© ouage, and Terms of Reproach. You meet 
© not to Revile, but, to Reaſon : You meet 
© as Friends, and Countreymen; Fellow-Ci- 
© tizens, and Fellow-Labourers, for your 
© Own, and the Common, Weal. The Beſt 
Man may Err in his judgment: And, even 
© a Diſingenuous Speaker is moſt effectually 
© refuted, without Paſſion. Be. ndt aſhamed 
to be convinced, by an Adverſary: Adhere 
to Truth; and be not too confident, That 
F 2 there 


* 
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© there may not be a Free-Thinker amongſt 
© you. 

© Remember, your Counties, and your 
© Burroughs, do not ſend you into Parliament, 
© to give you an Opportunity to make your 
© own Fortunes; but, to take Care of Theirs. 
© Beware, therefore, how you beſtow your 
Voice; It is the Voice of your Coun- 
* trey. | | 

Remember, though you were choſen the 
© Repreſentatives of a ſingle Corporation ; yet, 
© you enter the Houſe of Commons, to ſerve 
for the Intereſt of the whole Kingdom. As 
* ſoon as the Parliament ſits, you, Sir, are 
© more than Knight of a Shire; and, your 
© Friend is more than the Deputy of a Cor- 
© porate Town : You Both, immediately, 
© commence Patriots, and Legiſlators, of 
© Great-Britain; and, are enlarged in your 
© Power, by being made Equal. 

* Laſtly, Remember; The King calls you 
© together, by his Royal Proclamation, to ſit 

© for the Diſpatch of divert weighty and impor- 

© tant Aﬀairs, Let your Deliberations be 
© void of Animoſities; clear of all Intereſts, 
© but thoſe of the Community ; and, free 
from all Paſſion, but the Love of your 
© Coun- 
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© Countrey. If, there be not Wiſdom in the 
Multitude of Counſellours, the Confuſion 
_ © will be great, in Proportion to their Num- 
© ber. In a Word, ſuch is our Degeneracy 
© it Home; and ſuch the Situation of Af 
fairs Abroad; that You, and your Children, 
may have reaſon to reflect, with Satisfac- 
< tion, on the prudent Reſolutions of This 
© Seflion; or, ſorely, to regret the Loſs of 
© the Opportunity, now given you, to make 
your Selves, and your Poſterity, a Power- 
ful, and Flouriſhing, People; the Envy, and 
c Admiration, of the Nations round us. 
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Wc. Friday Nov. I4. 1718, 


Perſonam tragicam forte Vulpes widerat : 
O quanta ſpecies, inquit, cerebrum non habet 
| P HADR. 


— —— 
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VS HE Great Affairs of the State, 
fey which call our Senatours together, 
from the different Parts of the 
SSSZﬀ#ﬀB Kingdom ; bring, likewiſe, the Fine 
Women, the Toaſts of the Nation, to Town ; 
who, may be conſidered, as the Repreſenta- 
tives of the Britiſh Beauties. The gay Aſ- 
ſemblies meet, and diſperſe, with the Parlia- 
ment : Publick Buſineſs, and Publick Diver- 
ſions, have the ſame Seaſon; and, they ſerve 
to relieve each other. 

Among the Reſt of the Fair Tribe, Aure- 
lia (my Favourite Diſciple) is arrived. Wed- 
neſday, in the Evening, I went to pay my Re- 
ſpecs to her; and, at the ſame time, inform 


my ſelf of the P rogreſs, the had made (du- 
ring 
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ring the Vacation) in Free- Thinling. I found 
her a very Apt Scholar; perfectly Miſtreſs of 
the Truths, I have inculcated; and in great 
Forwardneſs, to become a moſt Lovely Phi- 
loſopher. She defired, I would take timely - 
Care to prevent (if poſſible) or, at leaſt, to 
diſcountenance Maſquerade, this Winter: 
And, when I had finiſhed my Viſit, I imme- 
diately retired Home, to comply with her 
Requeſt. 

My Conftant Readers, may remember, that 
I promiſed, to * take a favourable Opportu- 
nity to admoniſh the Ladies, againſt the In- 
novation of Maſquerades ; and all Exceſſes of 
Gayety. I, then, thought, it would be Philo- 
ſophizing to little Purpoſe, ſhould I attempt 
to write againſt this Extravagance ; when the 
Seaſon, for it, was expired. On the Firſt of 
Auguſt, I took an Occaſion, from the Day, to 
ſpeak of Publick Games or Exerciſes; and 
hinted, that I ſhould (in due Time) conſider 
Publick Shews, or Spectacles: And now is 
the Time, when I may hope, my Reflections, 
on This Subject, may have ſome Influence 
over my Diſciples. 


TN” 53, 
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AS, in the Choice of Publick Sports and 
Exerciſes, Care ſhould be taken, to prefer 
ſuch Games as tend to improye the People, 
(in their different Stations) in ſuch Feats of 
Activity, as may make them ſerviceable 
to the Community; fo likewiſe, it behoves 
the Civil Magiſtrate not to authorize, nor 
even to ſuffer, any Shews or Spectacles, of 
a Publick Nature, which do not, in ſome 
Degree, improve (at leaſt, not corrupt) the 
Minds of the People, while they are diver- 
ted. 

Another Maxim of Common Senſe, which 
I ſhall venture to recommend, upon this Sub- 
ject, is; That, in a Free Countrey (more eſ- 
pecially) Publick Spectacles ſhould be exhi- 
bited at as moderate an Expence, as Ele- 
gance, and Decency, will permit; and ſhould 
be ſo contrived, that the Perſons of an Inferi- 
our, and Middle Rank, may inoffenſively be 
admitted to partake of the Diverſions, toge- 
ther with Thoſe of the beſt Faſhion. By 
this Means, one great Branch of Luxury is 
cut off; there is a Dignity maintained, in 
the Spirits of the Multitude ; and a Degree 
of Politeneſs diffuſes it ſelf, through the ſe- 


/eral Orders of the Spectatours 
ye! | * 
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I ſhall be anticipated, here, by my Reader ; 
who, probably, will be before-hand with me, 
in approving Theatrical Repreſentations. And, 
indeed, if our Writings, for the Stage, were 
always circumſcribed within the Rules of 
Good Manners; and Men of Genius were 
encouraged to employ their Wit, wholly, in 
Favour of Vertue, and Good Senſe; and to 
adorn ſuch Subjects, more eſpecially, as fall 
in with the True Principles of our Conſtitu- 
tion; no Entertainment could be invented 
equally Amuſing, nor half ſo Inſtructive, as a 
good Play, juſtly repreſented. 

Operas ate a very elegant Diverſion ; but 
more confined in England, by reaſon of the 
Expence required to ſupport them ; and, be- 
cauſe the People are not, ſo univerſally, pre- 
pared to underſtand the Language of Muſick, 
as they are to apprehend Expreſſions of Wit 
and Senſe : Therefore, amongſt us, Operas 
cannot, yet, be ſo properly accounted Pub- 
lick Shews, as Entertainments for a Select 
Audience. 

There are Publick Spectacles, that are not 
of fo refined a Nature; nor much attended 

to by Perſons of Diſtinction; which, never- 
cheleſs may be very Proper, and have no 
{mall Influence upon the People, for their 
Good. 
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Good. Such, in particular, is the Lord 
Mayor's Shew, in the City: Such are the 
ſolemn Proceſſions of Corporations; or of 
any Trading Companies; or Artificers ; on 
ſtated Days. Theſe Pageantries ferve to in- 
ſpire the Youth, with a Love for their Privi- 
leges, and their ſeveral Vocations ; to quicken 
their Induſtry ; and, to make them ambiti- 
ous of arriving at the Honours, and Digni- 
ties, which fall within their reſpective Scenes 
of Life. 

It, likewiſe, becomes the Prudence of a 
Magiſtrate, to inſtitute Publick Spectacles, of 
an inferiour Kind, to be exhibited (at proper 
Times) to the Populace; Amuſements, ſuit- 
able to their Capacity. The Art, in this 
Point, is to divert Them with ſuch Shews, as 
may let in, at their Eyes, ſome very popular, 
and material, Inſtruction; and diſpoſe them 
to become True Proteſtants, and Good Sub- 
jects, while they Rejoice. Of this Kind, is 
the ancient and laudable Cuſtom, of Burning 
the Pope, on the Fifth of November; and in 
Commemoration of Queen Elizabeth. I am 
ſorry to ſee this Ceremony is not performed, 
of late Years, with the uſual Pomp .and 
Trium Ph; * under * Regulations, 

it 
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it always has been, and always will prove, 
a ſtronger Antidote againſt Popery, to the 
Multitude, than all the Writings of our Re- 

formers. | 

Tarvs far, in general, concerning Publick 
Games, and Publick Shews, in Two Lec- 
tures. I come now to conlider the Innova- 
tion of Maſquerades, introduced into this 
City, in our Time, by a French Duke ; whoſe 
chief Buſineſs was to ſeduce us, by ſpecious 
Appearances; and to undermine the Vertue 
of the Nation, by ſuch Methods of Luxury, 
and ſuch Maxims of Policy, as (I hope) 
None, but a Forreigner, will ever have the 
Confidence to approve. 

Maſquerades may paſs for a very Arch 
Contrivance in Countries, where Jealouſy 
paſſes for Wiſdom ; where every Maſter of a 
Family locks up his Women ; and where 
the Two Sexes. never have an Opportunity 
to converſe promiſcuouſly, but in Diſguize. 
In Great-Britain, the Ladies are as Free as 
the Gentlemen ; and we have no Diver- 
ſions, nor Publick Amuſements, in which 
the One may not appear, without Offence, 
as frankly, as the Other, in „ proper Per- 


ſons. 
They | 
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They muſt have very mean Notions of Po- 
liteneſs, who can imagine this outlandiſh Ex- 
travagance, any Improvement to our Natio- 
nal Diverſions. The wearing of an odd 
Mask, or a whimſical Habit, is a very poor, 
mechanical Way of being Witty. And, I am 
pleaſed, to find our Maſqueraders compleatly 
awkward, in their borrowed Characters. With- 
out anſwering Queſtions, They expect their 
Dreſs ſhould ſpeak for them: They ſtalk 
about, like a Crowd of Mutes; and the 
Great Room in the Hay-Marker, upon theſe 
Occaſions, reſembles (faid a pleaſant North 
Britain) the Wardrobe of ſome ancient Go- 
thick King, animated by Goblins. 

If we compute the Expence of the Habits, 
and the Exceſſiveneſs of the Subſcriptions, to 
furniſh out theſe Scenes of Folly ; the Contri- 
buters will, juſtly, fall under the Cenſure of 
a ſevere Proverb. Perſons of Quality, and 
Faſhion, ſhould never debaſe their Liberality, 
by laviſhing away Money, to countenance, in * 
a publick Manner, any Contrivance, which 
can never tend to improve any Kind of Know- 
ledge, or Elegancy in Life. 

- I forbear to mention here the ſeveral In- 
conveniencies, in ſo populous a City, of this 
New Stratagem, to ſubvert our good Senſe ; 


hoping, 
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hoping, the ſober Part of my Countrey-men 
may not be offended with it, this Winter. 
But, before I lay down my Pen; I beg leave 
to intimate to our Fine Ladies, that the Wo- 
men of Quality, in Old Rome, would not 
have disburſed the ſmalleſt Piece of Coin to 
ſupport a Maſquerade; and yet would, in a 
Body, make the largeſt Subſcriptions to 
ſerve the State; even, to the Generoſity of 
parting with their very Bracelets and Jewels, 
freely and unasked, for the Good * their 
Countrey. 
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non Omnes licet ; dicam quod ſentio: 
Bibliotheca: Mehercule omnium Philoſophorum 
Unus mibi videtur xii Tabularum Libellus, uti- 
litatis Ubertate, ſuperare, Cicxk. de Orat. 


, 


* —_—— 


PLE O purſue my Courſe of Politicks : 
I have often wondered how it 

NN 
of the General. Principles of the 
Dee Law of England (eſpecially as to 
ſuch Parts of it as relate, more immediately, 
to the Conſtitution) ſhould not be made the 
Principal Accompliſhment, in the Education 
of a Britiſþ Gentleman. There is Nothing, 
in which the Publick is more nearly concer- 
ned, than in the early Notions and Principles, 


. 


— 


— 


* Ns 58, 64. hich 
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which are inſtilled into thoſe Perſons, whoſe 
Birth, and Circumſtances, place them in ſuch 


a Rank, in this Free Nation, as may juſtify 


their Pretenſions to the Higheſt Employments 


in the State. 
The Romans had a particular Regard to this 


Conſideration. Great Care: was taken to in- 
ſpire, betimes, the Sons of their Nobility 
and Gentry, with a Love, and even a Fond- 


neſs, for the Laws of their Countrey. They 


were taught to repeat, by heart, the moſt re- 


markable Articles of the Famous Laws of 


the Twelve Tables; which, to Them, were 


in the Nature of our Common Law; the 


Fountain, from whence all their other Laws 
did ſpring. In the Practice of Oratory, the 
Youth were frequently put upon exerciſing 
their Eloquence on a feigned Diſpute in their 
Laws. This early Impreſſion remained freſh 
in their Minds, to their Lateſt Age; and was, 
perhaps, the true Motive of that lofty Com- 


mendation, which Tully gives to Thoſe Laws, 


in my preſent Motto, 


It is a Misfortune, our Common Law is not 


digeſted intoa Method, which might render the 


Study of it Eaſy to every Gentleman: If this 


were happily performed ; my Readers would 
not be ſurprized, when I venture to affirm, 
that 
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that Cicero's Rapture is as juſtly applicable to 
the Laws of England, as to the Laws of the 
Twelve Tables. 

I know very well, that all Perſons, who 
are prejudiced in Favour of the Givil Law, 
will immediately reflect upon the ſeeming 
Abſurdities, that appear in ſeyeral of our 
 Engliſh\Forms, Let me aſſure theſe Gentle- 

men, that the Forms of the Roman Law (as 
it ſtood in the Time of Cicero, and when 
their Empire was in its greateſt Glory) were 
much more ridiculous, than any Form, that 
has ever yet been practiced in England. 

I am very far from imagining, that every 
Gentleman ought to qualify Himſelf to be- 
come a Barriſter : Though, I think it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for Him, to acquire ſome 
Knowledge of the Engliſh Hiſtory ; and a ſuffi- 
cient Skill in thoſe Laws, which are requiſite 
to the Diſcharging of any Truſt, or Employ- 
ment, he may pretend to. If he is not wil- 
ling to undergo This Fatigue, he ſhould be 
ſatisfied, and even deſirous, to remain unem- 
ployed ; or, aſpire, at fartheſt, to Nothing 
beyond a Sine-Cure. The Happineſs of a Peo- 
ple, depends on the Knowledge and Capacity, 
as well as on the Integrity, of the Perſons, 
who have the Direction of Publick Affairs: 
And, 


N*69 The FREE-THINKER. 97 
And, it is obvious, that a General Know- 
ledge of the Law, is as Neceſſary, in the In- 
ternal Parts of the Engliſh Government, as 
Arithmetick is, in order to manage any 
Branch of Trade, without Confuſion. ' As 
for the Qualifications, which are requiſite for 
the External Parts of Policy, I thall ſpeak of 
them in another Lecture; and, upon Enqui- 
ry, I fear, my Countteymen Will be found to 
be as unduly qualified for Publick Buſineſs, in 
This Reſpect, as in the Other. | 
I remember, Sir John Furteſcus obſerves, in 
his Book of the Commendation of the Laws of 
England, That none but Noblemen, or Gen- 
tlemen Born, were Learned in them : Admits 
ting his Obſervation to be True, the Preſent 
Age of Noblemen, and Gentlemen, of the 
Greateſt Eſtates, is the Reverſe of the Age, 
in which he flouriſhed. In our Univerſities; 
there are Profeſſours of the Roman Law ; and; 
Lectures are Read (or, ſuppoſed to be Read) 
in the Schools, upon ſome General Titles 
thereof. The Students acquiring, by this 
Means, a ſmall ſmattering in the Croil Law, 
contract an early Prejudice againſt the Laws 
of their. Native Countrey. Prepoſterous 
Method of Education! How contrary is it, I 
do not ſay, to the Principles of True Poli- 
Vor. II. ticks; 
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ticks; but, even to Common Senſe ! No- 
thing can fit a Man for Publick Buſineſs, but 
a Knowledge of the Publick Laws of his 
Countrey ; and nothing can ſo much engage 
him in the Study of them, as his being timely 
poſſeſſed with a Love, and Veneration, for 
Them. 

How can we expect Men ſhould be Zea- 
lous in Defence of Thoſe Laws, which they 
are taught to deſpiſe in their Youth? And I 
appeal to the Teſtimony of the Generality 
of Men of Letters; whether moſt of our 
young Gentlemen do not come out of the 
Univerſities, with the higheſt Veneration for 
the Civil Law; and as great a Contempt for 
the Common Law of England : Though, at 
the ſame time, I muſt do them the Juſtice to 
own, They have about an equal Share of 
Knowledge in Both. I do not charge this 
Fault, ſo much, upon the Members of the 
Univerſities, as upon their Conſtitution ; 
which obliges Them to adminiſter Juſtice in 
their Courts, according to the Rules of the 
Civil, and not of the Common Lam: Which 
is a Fault not to be remedied by Them- 
ſelves. | 1 
Hence, chiefly it is, that our Youth, though 
as early vexed with Ambition, as any Young 
| | Men 
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Men in the World, never ſo much as think of 
the Laws of the Land, in their eager Pur- 
ſuits after Employments. But, as ſoon as 
They have a little improved their Conſtruing 
of the Claſſick Authours, into What They call 
a Taſte of Poetry, and Polite Learning; 
They make the Tour of France, and Itah; 
Learn their Exerciſes ; Gaze upon fine Buil- 
dings, Paintings, and Statues; and ſo come 
| home to ſet up for Miniſters of State, upon 


theſe gay Accompliſhments; utter Strangers 


to the Cuſtoms, and Humour, gf their own 
Countrey ; and, often ignorant of the very 
Geography of the Iſland. 

Odd Qualifications theſe, for a Politician { 
Could, I ſuppoſe, theſe Tinſel-Squires had ever 
heard the Story, I ſhould. be apt to imagine, 
they acted, in good Earneſt, upon the Maxim, 
which the Great Swediſh Miniſter, Count Ox- 
eſtierne, delivered, in Raillery, to his Son; 
who was diffident of his Capacity for Buſineſs, 
from his Want of Knowledge and Experience; 
Nun mi fili, quam pauca mundus regitur ſa- 
pientia Thou knoweſt not, my Son, how little 
Wiſdom governs the World ! 

The Principle of Self-Love may, d 
be alledged in Favour of the Diſqualified 


Gentlemen, who undertake the Execution of 
+ Wp Offices, 
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Offices, merely, as they find them Conveni- 
ent, either to gratify their Ambition, or their 
Avarice; or, to repair a ſhattered Fortune: 
Let me, therefore, inſtead of blaming them, 
accuſe the Judgment of thoſe Perſons, who 
ſometimes do, as it were, Clamour the Men 
of lively Imagination, and glittering Parts, 
(fit, perhaps, for every Thing, but Bulineſs ) 
into Employments; which, otherwiſe, They 
could never have entertained the leaſt Hopes 
of obtaining. I have often thought, no Peo- 
ple, but my, Countreymen, were ever poſſeſ- 
ſed with this Humour : When turning over 
Hlian, I met with a Story, which is a juſt 
Parallel to what has been practiced amongſt 
our ſelves. 

Phrynichus, a Poet of great Repute in 
Athens, once took an Opportunity to employ 
his Muſe in the Service of his Countrey. The 
Athenians happened to be engaged in a War : 
Whereupon, this Gentleman immediately 
' writ an Excellent Copy of Martial Verſcs, to 
inſpire his Fellow-Citizens with Courage and 
Reſolution. My Readers may imagine his 
Ode to have been much of the ſame Nature, 
with our Song of Britons ſtrike Home, &c. 
The wiſe People of Athens, were ſo highly 
pleaſed with the Poet's Performance, _ 

they 


* 
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they choſe him General of their Army; 
gravely ſuppoſing, that. a Gentleman, who 
underſtood Poetry ſo well, muſt be good at 
Fighting, and fit for every. Kind of Ds 
nels. 


\ 
, N 7 —— — 4 — 2 
1 N Seen 1.8 V 2 ) J \ 2 
8 * OY IO NL 4 N 
$5 7. 


No 70. A Nov. 21. 1718. 


Suſpect the ſanctiß d, cenſoriouf Fair: 
The vertuous Woman, has a cheerful Air. 
Ingenuous Minds are, ever, leaſt Preciſe ; 


And Prudes are, only in enn Wiſe. 
ANON YM. 


— 


1 ſometimes happens, when I haye 
x We treated a Subject, that J am at a 


Me 
0 (S per; to ſpeak in the Printer's * 
guage, In this Diſtreſs I have, of late, ap- 
ply'd my ſelf to my Friend Anonymus; who, 
immediately, furniſhes me with an Engliþ 
Couplet, or two, for my Purpoſe; that the 
Ladies may, now and then, have a legible 
G 3 | Motto ; 
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Motto; and be able to underſtand the Half- 
Sheet, from the Beginning to the End. I 
think it a Juſtice to my Readers, to let them 
into this Secret; to ſave the Inquiſitive, the 
Perplexity of Gueſſ ing at the Authour I cite; 
and the Trouble of Hunting, in the Miſcel- 
lam Poems, for Verſes, which are to be found, 
only, in the Free-Thinker. As for the Lines 
above, the following Letter will immediately 
ſhew, how pertinent they are to my preſent 
Occaſion. 


Mr. FREE-THI XXI, Oftob. 23. 1718, 


AVING obſerved, in ſeveral of your 

Lectures, the tender Regard you bear 
© to our Sex; and the Readineſs you profeſs, 
© to reclaim our Little Follies, when they are 
© not inconſiſtent with the Dignity of your 
Character; I thought I might implore your 
© Afliſtance, to vindicate the few, inoffenſive 
* Liberties, we enjoy, from the Cenſures of 
© the Prudes. 
AAll the Company, I received Yeſterday, 
was infeſted by one of theſe Malignants : 
The innocent Mirth of the Tea-Table was 
called in Queſtion ; the Liquor it ſelf ſtiled 
Luxury and Wantonneſs ; and the little 


: Sallies of Wit and Satire, which uſually 
© attend 


* 
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attend that Ceremony, and are mutually 
© given, and received, amongſt us, without 
* Offence, were termed profane and impious. 
© When I read one of your diverting Papers, 
© it was called, Atheiſtical; and good Dr. 
© Taylour recommended, as a finer Amuſe- 


ment. | 
© Were I to give you the ſecret Hiſtory of 


© this preciſe Creature; and to inform you 
© how often, in a Day, ſhe retires to her Ci- 
© tron Bottle, under the Pretence of Devotion, 
J am perſwaded, you would think it very 
© much for the Edification of Society, to have 
© the whole Siſterhood of Canting Females 
baniſhed to ſome Deſart Ifland. In the 
* mean Time, I beg of you, to read them a 
f Leſſon, for the Sake of, S IR, 


Your Conſtant Reader, 
And Admirer, 


LVCIN PDA. 


Tals is a very reaſonable Requeſt: And 
Lucinda may ſee, that in my very Third Pa- 
per, I have declared my Diſlike of the Per- 


ſons, for whom ſhe expreſſes ſo juſt an Aver- 
G 4 ſion. 
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ſion. I know them to be narrow- minded; 
Enemies to Free- Thinking; and, for the moſt 
Part, void of ſocial Vertues. They are 
lowering Clouds, that caſt a Gloom upon 
the Cheerfulneſs of Converſation, and inter- 
cept the Sunſhine of Life. 

But, before I go on farther, that I may not 
be miſapprehended, I muſt obſerve, that the 
Dendmination of Prude, was originally ap- 
ply'd to Females, in a Good Senſe; and 
ſerved to diſtinguiſh the Prudent, Modeſt, 
Vertuous Women, from thoſe of a contrary 
Character. But, in the Age we live, through» 
out France, and Great-Britain, the Word is 
become a Term of Diſhonour, and Ridicule, 
in the beſt Authours; and in the politeſt Con- 
verſation : And, it implies a Perſon, who 
(under the Diſguize of a more than ordinary 
Vertue; a ſuperlative Sanctity of Manners x 
and, an over- ſcrupulous Behaviour) con- 
ceals her Pride and IIl- nature, and ſecret 
Practices, which are no way conſiſtent with 
the Character ſhe aſſumes. But, I muſt here 
inform Lucinda, that there is likewiſe a more 
Innocent Kind of Prudes, who through the Pre- 
judices of a narrow, preciſe Education, and 
a natural Sullenneſs of Temper, miſtake Se- 
verity for Ver tue, Cenſoriouſneſs for Wiſdom, 

an 


Neo The FREE-THINKER. 105 


and Melancholy for Religion. The Firſt Sort 
of Prudery is founded in Hypocriſy ; the Se- 
cond, in Ignorance : Therefore, the One is 
Deſperate ; while there may be Hopes of re- 
forming the Other. 2152 
Theſe Female Cynicks do not a little contri- 
bute to the diſcountenancing of Modeſty, 
and Innocence, in their own Sex, by the Diſ- 
agreeableneſs of their ſupercilious Looks ; 
their ſolemn Deportment ; and. their unſea- 
ſonable Shew of Godlineſs, upon all Occaſi- 
ons. Young Perſons, of a ſprightly Temper, 
ſoon take an Averſion to this Pedantry in 
Vertue, and Wiſdom ; and may be apt, for 
want of Experience, to ſecure themſelves 
from This Extream, by taking Refuge in too 
unguarded a Freedom. Thus, immediately, 
upon the Reſtoration of King Charles, the Ca- 
waliert ran into all the Exceſſes of Riot and 
Debauchery, that they might not be ſuſpec- 
ted of Puritaniſm. wk 
Since my Correſpondent has mentioned 
Dr. Taylour ; I will venture to recommend the 
Sermons of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, as more 
proper for a Lady's Cloſer. From them ſhe 
may learn a Reaſopable Religion ; and a 
cheerful, active Vertue; ſuch, as is requilite 
to 
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to make us at once uſeful and agreeable in 
Society. 

TO a diſcerning Eye, a finiſhed Prude is as 
far from being Diſcreet, as a finiſhed Fop is 
from being Genteel. Senſeleſs Auſterities 
bring as many (and, perhaps, greater) Vices 
and Diſorders into Life, as Imprudent Levi- 
ties: And, there is more Wickedneſs in One 
Malicious Cenſure, than in Twenty Inconſi- 
derate Sallies of Mirth and Pleaſantry. I 
muſt here advertiſe Lucinda, that it is not 
Prudery in a Lady, to ſhew her Diſlike to 
Maſquerades; becauſe, there are a great ma- 
ny weighty Reaſons againſt them; and hardly 
one plauſible Pretence for even the Tolera- 
tion of ſuch an Extravagance, in This Coun- 
trey. 

At the ſame Time, I will allow the Young 
Lady to be ſtigmatized with the Name of 
Prude, who not only abſents her ſelf intirely 
from the Decent, Eſtabliſhed Amuſements of 
the Town; but, likewiſe, cenſures the Per- 
ſons, who make a moderate Uſe of them. 1 
cannot better explain, nor more effectually re- 
commend, my Judgment in this Point of Ca- 
ſuiſtry, than by delivering it in the Words of 
W in Halte ſpear. 3 

0 
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To ſay my Wife is fair, feeds well, loves Company, 
Is free of Speech, Sings, Plays, and Dances well; 
Where Vertue is, Theſe are moſt Vertuous. 


I ſhall conclude this Female Lecture, by ob- 
ſerving, That the Lady, who moderately uſes 
innocent Diverſions ; who carries Smiles in her 
Countenance, and, is able to raiſe them in a 
whole Company, by her Diſcourſe, ought to 
have an inward Seriouſneſs of Mind, which 
ſhould be the Foundation of all her Gaiety : 
Otherwiſe, her Mirth is only Inconſiderate- 
neſs, and want of Reflection; it will be apt 
to pall, and end in Sadneſs; or, to degene- 
rate into that Vanity, which is the oppolite 
Extream to Prudery. This Foundation of 
Seriouſneſs ſhould remain concealed ; while 
all our Pleaſantry grows out of it: Which 
may be illuſtrated from the Nature of Trees. 
We are delighted to ſee them, in the Spring, 
ſhoot out into Leaves, and flouriſh in Bloſ- 
ſoms; while the Root, from whence all this 
gay, pleaſing Appearance ariſes, lies hid un- 
fer Ground, 


Monday, 
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Quid vero badet auctoritatit Furor ite quem 
Divinum wocatis ; ut, Jus Sapiens non Tideat, 
ea videat Inſanus ; & is, qui humanos ſenſux 


amiſerit, divinos aſſecutus fit ? 
Cicxk. de Divinat, 


ä 


PERS Y this Time, I may ſuppoſe, my 
& Diſciples have had ſufficient Lei- 
* ſure to reflect ſeriouſly upon the 
N W Nature of * Superſtition ; ſo as to be 
able to diſtinguiſh it from Religion, and to be 
thoroughly convinced of the dreadful Conſe- 
quences it brings upon Society, Therefore, ] 
ſhall now proceed to the Conſideration of En- 
thuſiaſm; an Evil not ſo common, nor ſo uni- 
verſal, though as pernicious and unreaſonable, 
as the Former. I ſhall, likewiſe, treat this Sub- 
ject in the Method, in which I treated the 
Other; by firſt enquiring into the Nature and 


6 


* Ne 54. 
Cauſes 


Not The FREE-THINKER, 109 


Cauſes of it: Referring . my Readers to 
Og Lecture for the Knowledge of its Ef- 
ects. | 3958 : 18 
I lays deſcribed ENTHUSIASM, 
to be an over-weening, and groundleſs Perſewa- 
ſion, of being the particular Favourite of Heaven; 
of being Inſpired from Thence with every wild 
Fancy, that happens to ſpring up in a warm and 
diſtempered Brain; for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe It imagines ſo, and feels a rapturous Plea- 
ſure in the Conceit thereof. I have, in the ſame 
Paper, conſidered the Enthuſiaſt, poſſeſt with 
this Perſwaſion, under Two Diſpoſitions: Firſt, 
as a Man, who may be driven by his Phrenzy, 
to diſturb the World; fancying Himſelf ſent 
by God to overturn Nations, and to have a 
Commiſſion from above, for all the Miſchiefs, 
which he perpetrates on Earth : Or, ſecondly, 
as a Perſon, who, in a more peaceable and in- 
dolent manner, is often caught up into the Third 
Heaven, becauſe he reads, that St. Paul was 
ſo caught. He is raviſhed with Inexpreſſible 
Nonſenſe : He imagines he feels, and intimate- 


ly knows God ; while he ſcarce feels or knows 
Himſelf : He miſtakes every Flaſh of Fancy, 


that breaks out in his dark Soul, for Divine 
— | 
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Illumination ; when, in reality, it is no _ 
than the Sparklings of his unruly Paſſion ; 
Paſſion much reſembling the Raptures of ped j 
only with this Difference, that a Lover very 
well knows the Object of his Deſires ; where- 
as the Enthuſiaſt riſes into Extafie and Admi- 
ration, he knows not wherefore, and is {mit- 
ten with he knows not what. 

As Enthuſiaſm therefore is a Kind of irre- 
gular, and almoſt unaccountable Madneſs, it 
is not always eaſy to fix preciſely upon its 
Caules, in the different Perſons it affects. In 
ſome Men, It may have no other Cauſe, but 
That, which produces every other fort of 
Madneſs: In this Caſe, it comes more pro- 
perly under the Care of the Phyſician, than 
the Conſideration of the Philoſopher ; and re- 
quires Preſcriptions for the Body, rather than 
Applications to the Mind : The Machine is 
out of Order; the Animal is (for the time) 
no longer a Man; and it is in vain to offer at 


Reaſoning, while the Intellectual Faculty is 


ſuſpended. 

Therefore, the only Attempt, I ſhall pre- 
tend to make, in handling this Subject, thall 
be, to examine, Whether there are not ſome 


Cauſes, which work Men up into Enthuſiaſm, 


_ diſtin& from the violent Concuſſions of the 


Animal 
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Animal Structure; and which, with due Care, 
may either be prevented, by the Force of Rea- 
ſon, from taking Effect; or, may be removed, 
ſo as to cure the Perſon, already intoxicated 
with ſublime Abſurdities. Such Cauſes, I con- 
ceive, there are; and I think, They are all 
ultimately reducible to One; ; Which is Igno- 
rance. 

This Cauſe, operating two different Ways, 
is the chief Authour of Enthuſiaſm ; as it pre- 
vents us from having juſt Ideas concerning the 
Nature and Attributes of God ; and, as it fur- 
niſhes us with falſe Notions, and vain Conceits 
of our ſelves, as to our own Merit and Capa- 
city. From One, or Both, of theſe groſs Er- 
rours, I believe it will appear, Enthuſiaſm 
not only ariſes generally ; but, is preſerved in 
a Mind, prediſpoſed for the Deluſion by a 
natural Heat of Brain, and a preſumptuous 
Temper. 

When a heated Imagination concurs with 
a profound Ignorance of the Nature of God, 


it immediately erects every Production of its 
own into a Divine Inſpiration. A Perſon thus 


Qualified never enquires, whether his warm 
Conceptions be Right or Wrong ; nor coolly 
examines, whether he has any Reaſon to be- 
lieve his Inſtigations came from God : He 

takes 


U 
| 
| 
| 
= 
N 


his own Mind, are ſufficient to out- ballance 
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takes his own blind and firm Perſwaſion to be 
an inconteſtable Proof; and believing, every 
Inward Call to be the Voice of Heaven, for 
no better Reaſon, than becauſe he believes ſo; 
he proceeds to Action, without demurring up- 
on the Juſtice, and the Merits, of the Cauſe. 
This Enthuſiaſtick Confidence, or Inadver- 
tency, betrays him into Two very great Er- 
rours, which his Ignorance hinders him from 
diſcerning. - 

The One conſiſts in imagining, that God 
can command Things, which in Themſelves 
are not Right. Not being acquainted with 


the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, which al- 


ways inclines him to what is Wiſeſt and Beſt ; 
the Enthuſiaſt fancies, He can command Any 
Thing: And, inſtead of judging, that what- 
ever God commands, he commands it, becauſe 
It is Wiſe and Good ; he judges every Thing 
to be Wiſe and Good, becauſe he imagines It 
to be commanded. If he would, or could, 
reflect on this, it would frequently prevent 
any farther Miſchief, and ſtop him in his firſt 
Career. He would then ſee, that Many 
Things cannot poſſibly be of Divine Autho- 
rity ; and, that neither any ſeeming External 
Proofs; nor the moſt lively Impreſſions on 


the 
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the Demonſtration, which lies againſt Them? 
unleſs he can bring himſelf to allow, that 
Particular and Accidental Revelations, may 
overthrow the Univerſal and Conſtant Re- 
velation of God's Will, which is diffuſed 
through Mankind, by that Portion of Reaſon, 
and Underſtanding, they have received from 
the Supreme Being ; and, which we muſt have 
Recourſe to, before we can even underſtand, 
or judge of, Particular Revelations. 

The other great Errour, in this Caſe, cons 
liſts in receiving any Thing for Divine Inſpi- 
ration, without | ſufficient Evidence. This, 
likewiſe, ariſes from Ignorance of the Nas 

ture of God. He can neither Enjoyn, nor 
Reveal, any Thing Obligatory to us, with- 
out giving us, at the ſame Time, a ſufficient. 
Proof, that it comes from Him: Otherwiſe, 
how ſhall we be able to know, that the 
Command, or the Revelation, proceeds from 
Him? And, conſequently, how are we obli- 
ged to obey the One, or to believe the 
Other ? Suppoſe, the Matter of the pretended 
Revelation, to be a moſt certain Truth; yet, 
That is no Proof of its being revealed to us 
from Heaven: It only makes the Deception 
of leſs dangerous Conſequence, If we em- 
brace, even, a Truth, ſo as to receive it for a. 
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Particular Inſpiration from God, without juſt 
Grounds ; we ſhall oftener be led into Fal- 
ſhood by the ſame Extravagant Perſwaſion: It 
being by mere Chance that we light upon 
Truth, when it is placed upon the ſame 
Foundation with Falſhood ; and when they 
riſe and fall in our Judgment, as they happen 
to have the Imagined Inſpiration on their 
Side. 

Therefore, if we deſire to ſecure our ſelves 
from falling into Miſtakes of the moſt dange- 
rous Conſequence, ſuch as over-bear all the 
Principles of Vertue and Hgneſty ; we muſt 
beware of every Deception in this Kind : We 
muſt never believe our ſelves Inſpired, but 
from a better Reaſon, than is commonly al- 
ledged ; namely, that we feel it : Which, in 
Reality, amounts to no more, than Believing 
it, becauſe we ſtrongly Believe it. 

But, in Order to produce Enthuſiaſm in 
any Degree of Vigour, this Ignorance, with 
Relation to God, muſt be accompany'd with 
an Equal Ignorance, and falſe Conceit, of our 
ſelves. This laſt Kind of Ignorance expoſes 
the Enthuſiaſt to the Effects of the Former: 
This Falſe Conceit of Himſelf, makes him 
imagine, he is placed in a Rank, far above the 


reſt of Mankind; Alone worthy to be the 
— 0 FTavou- 
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Favourite of Heaven, and to be employed in 
all its Deſigns and Reſolutions. At the ſame 
Time, perhaps, he practices a voluntary, af- 
feted Humility ; but, it is of ſo ſingular a Sort, 
'that it manifeſtly diſcovers the moſt exalted 
inward Pride : It is ſuch an Humility as makes 
him, in his Heart, deſpiſe the Plain Man, 
who diſdains to put on the ſame Lowly Ap- 
peatance. In few Words; this Ignorance gives 
him the higheſt Conceit of Himſelf; it makes 
him think, that the Supreme Being cannot 
be ſo Unjuſt to his Worth and Merit, as to 
deny him the Privilege of being entruſted 
with all his Secrets, and of being his Prime 
Miniſter with Men. 

When theſe two Cauſes meet, Ignorance 
of God, and a blind Conceit of our ſelves, 
the Enthuſiaſm is Compleat; and, It operates 
according to the different Tempers, and Dif 
poſitions, of the Perſons, whom it poſſeſſes. 
If the Temper happens to be Fierce, Active, 
and Ambitious ; the Enthuſiaſt proves Turbu- 
'ent and Seditious: If Indolent and Lazy 
He reſts contented with Prophecy and Vi- 
ſion. | £9 | 
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Noz. Friday, Nov. 28. 1718. 


8 


Memoria certe non modo Philoſophiam, ſed 
omni vitæ uſum, omneſque artet, Una maxime 
continet. Crces. 


hs —_ _—_ 


Return my Thanks to the Gentle- 

* 12 man, hls addreſſes the following 
A 2 559 Letter to me, from the Countrey. 

wen come to Philoſophize upon 
the ſeveral Faculties of the Mind; I hope, I 
ſhall be able to purſue his Thought, in the 
Manner, he deſires : In the mean Time, 
He has laid together ſo many ingenious Re- 
flections on the Subject, he recommends to 
me, that my Readers (I queſtion not) will be 
very much pleaſed with His Performance; and 
think it a compleat Introduction to a furure 


Lecture, on the ſamie Topick. 
M. 
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M.. Frxzz-Trinxzer, October 29. 1718. 


OUR Deſign being to inſtru, and 
6 entertain, the Mind ; give me Leave 
© to propoſe a Subject to you, which, under 
your Management, may be of General Uſe. 
© The Subject, I mean, is the aſtoniſhing Fa- 
© culty of Memory; the Repoſt tory of an our 
© Knowledge. 
without this wonderful Faculty, all In- 
© tercourle between Men would ceaſe ; no 
© Buſineſs could be carried on; nor ſhould we 
© retain Words, ſo as to be able to ſpeak. 
© How miſerable muſt the Condition of Man 
© be, if we ſuppoſe him deprived of this 
© Power of recalling Things paſt; or, of trea- 
© ſuring up new Occurrences ? How hall ſuch 
© a One make known his Wants, when he is 
in the ſame Condition (with reſpe& to the 
Names of Things) as the Infant, that has. 
© not learnt them? How ſhall he give Orders 
© to his Servants? How ſhall he know them; 
© or, his Friends; or, his Children; if he can- 
© not recollect their Faces, and their Voices ? 
© If all Men were without Memory, all Lan- 
© guage would be confounded, and in a little 
© Time ceaſe; and we ſhould not differ from 
the moſt inadyertent and ſtupid Part of the 
* | Mute 
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* Mute Creation, with all our Organs of 
© Speech in Perfection. 

The Mind, with this Defect, would reap 
© little, or no, Advantage from our Senſes ; 
© but, like the Eye, would only paſſively re- 
© ceive the Impreſſions, from outward Objects, 
© which it could not retain. The Eye it ſelf 
* would be but a meer Looking-Glaſs, in 
© which the Subſtances, that paſſed before it, 
© would appear, and diſappear, without lea- 
© ving the leaſt Trace behind them, in the 
© Soul. Whereas, by the Help of Memory, 
© paſt Occurrences are preſent to us; and we 
© may reflect, with Satisfaction, on Happineſ- 
© ſes, we have enjoyed ; or, on Difficulties, we 
© have ſurmounted : By it we can entertain 
© our ſelves with the Converſation of an ab- 
« ſent Friend; and even raiſe a deceaſed Re- 
© Jation from the Grave: This teaches us the 
© Art of fixing the ſwift Current of Time; 
© of recalling Yeſterday ; of viewing our 
© Youth diſtinctly, at the Diſtance of Old 
Age; and of entertaining our Imagination 
© with the Pleaſures of the Spring, in the 
© Depth of Winter. 

Our Memory is of more conſtant Uſe, and 
greater Extent, than we are aware. What 
c an | infinite Number of Names are there in 

TIO every 


* 
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© every Language; to which, nevertheleſs, 
every ordinary Memory is ſufficient, There 
* are as many ſeveral Faces, and Voices, as 
* Men; and yer, the Mind remarks ſome- 
thing in every one of them; which, being 
* laid up in the Memory, does, upon a ſe- 
5 cond View, ſingle out this, or that, particu- 
lar Perſon to us, and diſtinguiſh him from 
* every Body elle, 

© The Ra and Faichfulneſs of the 
Memory is, likewiſe, very wonderful. What 
can be quicker than Thought ? The Images 
© paſs in the Mind, in a Train of Thinking, 
* (wifter than Lightning. Our Memory ſup- 
© plies us with many Things ſo readily, that 
we hardly perceive it: It ſcarce takes me 
6 up a Thought, at this very time, to deter- 
mine what the ſeveral Letters muſt be, 
© which compoſe the Words, I am now Wri- 
© ting; they drop from my Pen, Letter after 
© Letter, making up ſuch an Order, and Num- 
© ber, of Sentences, as expreſs my Meaning ; 
© and all this, without a Thought (in a man- 
© ner) directing my Hand in the Shape of each 
different Character; or, in the Spelling of 
© each different Word. This was at firſt the 
Effect of Art; but, through the Fidelity of 
Memory, it is become almoſt mechanical: 
Te "EW 
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© It requires little more Attention of the 
Mind, than walking, or ſitting ſtill; and, is 
no more a Hindrance to our Application of 
© any fort, than the Winking of an Eye is 
Fan Interruption to the Sight. 

5 Notwithſtanding the perpetual Uſe we all 
© make of Memory, no Man knows Wherein 
© it conſiſts; nor, by what Means it retains 
© that Multiplicity of Ideas; with which it is 
< ſtored by the. Five Senſes, and the Reflec- 
© tions 'of the Mind. We know, it is by the 
© Magick of the Memory, that a particular, 
© articulate Sound ſhall raiſe in our Minds the 
© Colour, Smell, and Taſte, of an Orange : 
© That we came by the Idea of this Fruit by 
© our Senſes, at Firſt, we underſtand ; but, how 
© it is retained in the Memory; and, how we 
© recolle& it at Pleaſure; we comprehend not. 
© And, not knowing what this Faculty de- 
© pends upon, we cannot be ſure before-hand, 
© that it will ſerve us upon a particular Oc- 
© cafion. No One can explain the myſterious 
© Chain of Reminiſcence, whereby he is able 
© to repeat a Train of Words (conliſting, per- 
© haps, of many Thouſands) in their Order, as 
© they ſtand in a Poem, ,which he has by 
© Heart: We are not able to ſay, what the 
getting a Thing by Heart is; and, the Con- 
f * nection 
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© nection of Words, and Things, in the Me- 
© mory, is as inexplicable a Secret, as the 


© Cohefion of Matter in Natural, Philoſo- 
phy. 


Since the Invention of Letters, and n 
© more, ſince the Art of Printing, is grown ſo 
Common; it has been thought convenient to 
* diburden the Memory of many Things, it 
© uſed to be charged with. We are now 
taught to commit our Mind to Paper; and, 
» by the Labour of the Hand, to ſave the Fa- 
© tigue of the Brain. This Contrivance is, 
« doubtleſs, an admirable Expedient for tranſ- 
© mitting the Hiſtory of paſt, or preſent Ages, 
© to Poſterity : But, for our own immediate 
© Occaſions, it may be doubted, whether it be 
© not prejudicial to miſtruſt our Memory ſo 
much; leſt, in time, we bring it, through 
$ Diſuſe, to be of no Service to us. 

© Pythagorar, and ſeveral other ancient Phi- 
© loſophers, delivered all their Precepts in 
$ ſhort Sentences, to be repeated, and remem- 
© bered by their Diſciples; and committed 
© none of their Doctrines to Writing. How 
much this Method muſt contribute to the 
© Improvement of the Memory, is eaſy to 

judge: And, if this Habit of Remembring 
were more cultivated: than it now is; it 

© would 
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© would more than anſwer the Pains. The 
© Countrey-Labourer, who was never bred to 
© write, or read, keeps as faithful a Debt- 
© Book in his Memory, as his Landlord car- 
© ries in his Pocket. How far the Memory is 
© capable of extending it ſelf, no Perſon can 
© tell, for want of trying it to the utmoſt : It 
© has reached to a ſuprizing Degree in ſome. 
© Ceſar uſed to ſalute all the Freemen in 
© Rome, by Name: And, we read of a Ge- 
© neral, who knew every Soldier in his Ar- 
© my, at Sight. We have it affirmed, that 
© Monſieur Paſchal could remember all he had 
© read, thought, or done, from his Childhood. 
© A great many other remarkable Inſtances, 
© in this Kind, might be collected: And, I hope, 
© you will, when you think it proper, take this 
Subject into your Conſideration (amongſt 
others) for the Uſe of the Publick ; which 
© is the only End propoſed by this Epiſtle, 
© from 1 
MNEMONIDES. 
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N*73. — Dec. 1. 170 


Omnibus dormio. 


HERE is nothing more common, 
than to Nod over a Standiſh, and 
to write out ſeveral Sheets of Pa- 
per (as it were) | in One's Sleep ; 
while the Authour imagines himſelf broad 
awake, On the contrary, the real Slumbers 
of a ſound Mind are often Inſtructive, through 
the Juſtneſs of the Imagination; and, a Mor- 
ning may be employed to very good Purpoſe, 
in penning a Dream of the preceding Night ; 
as will appear by my preſent Correſpondent. 


To the FREE-THINX ER. 
SIR, November 16. 1718, 


| . H E following Dream is at your Dif- 
poſal; either tq burn, or to print it, 


6 as you hall determine. 1; am, SIR, 
| Your Humble Servant, 
A. B. 
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LAST Night, I went to Bed (as uſual) 
© with a calm, unrufled Mind, after the Buſi- 
neſs of the Day; the natural Conſequence 
© of Health and Innocence ; the two . ſolid 
< Bleſſings of Life. In my Sleep, I fancy'd 
my ſelf in the midſt of a lonely, delightful 
© Countrey-Landskip, in the Spring of the 
© Year. The Freſhneſs of the Greens; the 
©Luxuriancy of the Flowers; and the Melo- 
© dy of the Birds; all, conſpired to pleaſe me. 
While I entertained my ſelf with the Proſ- 
< pe; a Perſon, like a Bride, approached me: 
© She was dreſſed in a yellow Silk, with a 
Coronet of Myrtle, interwoven with Flow- 
© ers, on her Head. Nothing was wanting, 
© before, to make my Happineſs compleat, 
© but a Companion. Tranſported at the Ap- 
© proach of ſo fair a Creature, I ſeized her 
Hand; which ſhe ſeemed not to diſapprove. 
I led her to a riſing Ground, where the Trees 
© made a thick Shade: We ſeated our ſelves 
© on a Bed of Violets; and, I began to addreſs 
© her with a Tenderneſs, my Youth had never 
felt before. 
eln that Moment two Women, different 
© in their Mien and Habit, intruded upon our 
© Retirement. The One appeared in full 
Bloom; her Cheeks dimpled with Smiles; 

Cher 


* 
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© her Hair flowing in the Wind; and her 
< Limbs expoſed to Sight: There was an af- 
© fected Levity in her Geſtures; and ſhe diſ- 
© covered a Sollicitouſneſs to pleaſe, in ſpight 
© of her ſeeming Negligence. The Other 
© came on with a more regular, mageſtick 
© Pace: She wore a white, unſpotted Vail; 
© through which, nevertheleſs, it was eaſy to 
© obſerve an uncommon Dignity, in all her 
* Motions. 

The gay Appearance of the Firſt was as 
© agreeable to me, as the awful Preſence of 
© the Laſt was unwelcome. Her Looks, as 
© ſhe lifted her Vail, gave a Check to my 
© Tranſports; while the Other ſmiled upon 
me with Approbation. They Both now 
© conteſted, who ſhould accoſt me firſt : 
© Whereupon, the Airy Perſon thus beſpoke 
© the Matron-like Female. 

„Why ſhould you break in upon the Soli- 
« tude, and interrupt the Happineſs, of this 
« Youthful Pair? Is it not ſufficient, that you 
« have your Votaries amongſt Perſons of ma- 
ce turer Years; and are adored by hoary 
<« Heads? Be happy (continued ſhe, turning 
« to Us) IF Love can make you fo: You are 
ce jn the Prime of Life; and, the preſent Sea- 
« ſon is indulgent to your Wiſhes. | 

| © While 
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© While ſhe ſpoke, the whole Creatioti 

© ſeemed to Rejoyce : My Heart was fired in- 

© to Rapture; and I gazed on her with Satiſ- 

© faction. The Other, obſerving my manifeſt 

© Diſlike of Her, caſt on me a Look of Com- 
© paſſion, and diſappeared. 

All Reſtraint removed, I was now happy 
© in my Imagination, beyond Expreſſion : I re- 

* proached my own Folly, for waſting ſo ma- 
ny irretrievable Days in Labour, in Applica- 
© tion of Thought, and in ſtudying the ro- 
© mantick Viſions of Philoſophy : I refleted 
© on the ſhort remaining Space of my Youth, 
© and the exquiſite Chants of the lovely Ob- 
© jet, that lay beſide me; who ſeemed to 
court my Affection; and, with longing Eyes, 
© to chide my Delays, 

Abandoned to my preſent Bliſs, I at- 
© tempted the moſt endearing Careſſes; when, 
© inſtantly, I heard a violent Noiſe, as if the 
© Elements were all at Variance. The Sky 
© was darkened; Lightning flaſhed from the 
Clouds; the Flowers withered ; the Ver- 
© dure of the Fields was blaſted; and the 
Raven, and the Owl, pearched over me 
© with their boading Notes, Struck with 
© Horrour at the ſuddain Change, I ſought 


© for the Perſon whoſe Speech had animated 
me, 
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© me, before: But, the Phantome was vaniſhed. 
© This added to my Dread; and I felt an im- 
© mediate Averſion for the Beauty, I purpoſed 
© to take into my Arms: At the ſame Time, 
<] had the Mortification to perceive her 
© Heart as averſe to Me. 

© When our common Terrour was now 
© grown to the Height; the Uproar, and the 
* Darkneſs, increaſing upon us: A gentle 
« Gleam of Light broke faintly through the 


Gloom; and I could perceive the Perſon 


© coming towards us, whom (in the Security 
© of our Joys) we had rejected. Hereupon, I 
© recolleted the compaſſionate Look, with 


© which ſhe left us; and entertained ſome 


© Hopes of Succour, of which we then ſtood 
© in the utmoſt Need : For, the Scene of Hor- 
© rqur that ſurrounded us, had reduced us not 
© only to deſpiſe each the other; but, to abhorr 
even our ſelves. 

As She drew near, ſhe threw up her Vail, 
© and diſcloſed a Countenance full of Sweet- 
© neſs and Compoſure; ſuch a Mixture, as ari- 
© ſes from Prudence and Innocence united, 
The violent Convulſions of Nature did not 
* diſcompoſe her Locks. We immediately 
© proſtrated our ſelves at her Feet; when ſhe 
reached out her Hand, and raiſed us with 


0 - 


128 The FREE-THINKER. Nez 


Can Indulgence, we little expected. The 
© Thunder ceaſed, and the Violence of the 
5 Storm abated; 4 5 I would have excuſed 
© the rude Treatment, ſhe had received from 
© me; But ſhe, touched with my Grief and 
* Confulion, prevented me in the en 
Word, 

« It was my tender Concern. for you, that 
< brought me hither, before; and the ſame 
«Compaſſion prevailed upon me to return, 
& I can eaſily pardon your firſt Fault; and am 
« not ſurprized at the powerful Influence, 
& which the Preſence of Vice had over you. 


« Your Youth; your Inexperience; the Weak- 


c neſs of your Reaſon ; and Violence of your 
« Paſſions; all, plead ſtrongly for you. But if, 
« after this fare Warning, you continue 
« deaf to my Admonitions ; I ſhall, for ever, 
« withdraw my. Protection from you. 

© ] was preparing to reply; when ſhe pre- 
vented me, again, to this Effect. © Remem- 
« ber, Promiſes in the Hour of Diſtreſs are 
« very deceitful : They ſhew the Fear and 
« Anguiſh, not the Reſolution, of the Soul. 
« 8 Time and Leiſure to reflect coolly 
« on your paſt Conduct; learn the Habit of 
« reaſoning without Paſſion ; and your Actions 
« * will be conformable to the r 

| «0 


* 
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« of your Nature: Suddain Reſolves are only 
ce the Lightning of a dark Mind: Deliberate 
<« Counſels yield a continued Light, and will, 
ce conduct you ſafely through Life. : 

As ſhe ſpoke, my Fears vaniſhed, my Dif- 
© order ceaſed, and. I felt my whole Anxiety 
© telieved. 1 viewed my lovely -Bride with, 
© Pleaſure, whoſe Beauty now ſeemed to re- 
* ceiye a freſh Luſtre; and her Eyes.glanced 
© with equal Complacency on me: When the 
© Divine Form continued, thus, her Speech. © 1 
« come not to diſunite, but to cement, your 
Loves; and make them laſting. Improve 
ce your Courtſhip into Wedlock. Let your 
« Tnclinations, and your Intereſts, be always 
« one: Go Hand in Hand, in all your Under- 
« takings : Make your Off-ſpring, by your 
« Examples, an Ornament, atid a Bleſſing, to 
« Society ; and count your Children the Chil- 
« dren of the Publick.” At theſe Words, 
© ſhe ſmiled on us, with a ſuperiour Grace 
© and, riſing from the Earth, marked her ſwift 
© Paſſage,” through the Air, with a Tract of 
LAME: i 

© By this Time, the ſew remaining Clouds 
© were all diſperſed j the Flowers revived ;. the 
© Birds renewed their Songs; and I nut ef 
mitten with the glorious Form of Vertus, 

o . = m_ 
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© raviſhed with her Counſels; and inſpired 
with freſh Reſolutions, to practice what ap- 
© peared ſo amiable in a Dream, and what I 


© find ſo Reaſonable, now I am awake. 
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Ef genus hominum, qui eſſe primos ſe omnium 
rerum volunt : Nec ſunt. 
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which I take to be very Imperti- 
nent; and queſtion not, but ſeve- 

AS ral of my Readers will be of my 
Opinion. I have been ſome Days in doubt, 
whether I ſhould publiſh it; and, had it not 
been for the confident Requeſt at the End of 
it, I believe I ſhould not have had the Inge- 


nuity to ſend it to the Preſs, 


From 
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From the Company of the Coiners of T xv T R. 


Mr. FR tt-T HINKER, 


; E have long connived at the Free- 
: dom, you have taken in publiſhing 
© your Thoughts, which have not the Stamp 
© of our Authority; hoping that, like your 
© Predeceſſours ( whoſe Example may have 
© encouraged you to offend in this Manner ) 
you would have confined your ſelf to ſuch 
(light and trivial Subjects, as were beneath 
© our - Cognizance. But, ſince you ſeem to 
© have formed a Project, to debaſe the Value 
© of the moſt important Truths, by circula- 
© ting them amongſt the Vulgar, and bringing 
© them down to common Uſe ; our tender 
© Concern for the Public Good, will not, any 
© longer, permit us to forbear taking Notice of 
22 Deſign, fo prejudicial to our Private In- 
© tereſts, 5 | 
Lou ſeem to think your ſelf ſufficiently 
© juſtified in this Licentious Practice, by fondly 
© pleading your impartial Love of Truth, and 
* the Candour and Ingenuity, with which you 
* endeavour to propagate it amongſt your un- 
© wary Readers, But, this Excuſe is no more 
* available for you, than if one, who breaks 
I 3 in 
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© in upon the Privileges of any other Compa- 
© ny (who had appropriated to themſelves any 
6 Branch of Trade) ſhould alledge in his Vin- 
© dication, the Goodneſs of his Merchandi- 
© zes, and his juſt and upright Dealings with 
© his Correſpondents ; fince theſe Qualifica- 
© tions (like thoſe you pretend to) would 
© very much tend to enlarge his unlawful 
Commerce, and render it more injurious to 
« thoſe, whoſe Rights he invades. 
© Thus, Sir, the Caſe ſtands between us: 
© It belongs to Us, not to You, to plant this 
© barren Iſland with Knowledge ; and the 
© Growth of it is left, wholly, under our Care 
© and Influence. It is our Task to reduce 
© this wild Plantation into Form and Order, 
© as well as to prune it, when it grows too 
© luxuriant : And we, alone, have the indiſpu- 
table Right to determine, which Branch 
© ſhall be ſuffered to thrive, and which ſhall 
© be lopped off, as Unfruitful, or Irregular. 
we muſt farther acquaint- you, that we 
© have exactly calculated the due Quantity of 
© Knowledge, which will ſupply theſe our 
© Territories; and have obſerved the ſeveral 
© Kinds thereof, which are moſt coveted by 
the Inhabitants We perfectly know the 
© Demand there is for Truth; and are ſenſi- 
© ble, 
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© ble, that a very ſmall Exceſs is ſufficient to 
_ © overſtock the Market. It is for this Rea- 
© ſon, we are forced to imitate the invidious 
Conduct of thoſe Indian Colonies, that farm 
© the rich Fields of Spices ; who when they 
have gathered enough to furniſh the Luxu- 
ry of Europe, give the uſeleſs Remainder to 
* the Flames; leaſt too plentiful an Harveſt 
© ſhould yield leſs Gains to the Monopoli- 
© Zers. 
© It, too plainly, appears * hence, how 
* great Damage our Affairs are like to ſuſtain 
© from the Number of contra-band Truths, 
imported in your Paper. And it is with 
* Grief, and Shame, we are forced to repre- 
* ſent to you, that your Proceedings are ſo 
* unreaſonable, and extravagant, that we al- 
; ready begin to be alarmed with Apprehen- 
* ſions, that you, alone, may be found to have 
© brought in more new Bullion to the Mint, 
in a few Months, than all our Company 
© have thought proper to coin in many 
© Years. 
© We obſerve (not without FO ſecret Tri- 
© umph) that you have been guilty of one 
very ſpiteful, but very unſucceſsful, Piece 
© of Miſmanagement, by endeavouring to in- 
_ © troduce ſuch an unwelcome Novelty as pure, 
| I 3 | © unmixt, 
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* unmixt, Truth. We moſt ſolemnly aſſure 
* you, that we have always found it neceſſa- 
* ry to work Truth up with ſome Alloy, to 
* make it paſs with'the ignorant People ; who 
have been fo long unaccuſtomed to its Ge- 
© nuine Luſtre, that it is not unpleaſant to ſee 
them frequently reje& your over-refined 
© Notions, only becauſe they are not Spu- 
* rious. 

© Since the Merchandize of Truth i is the 
© richeſt and nobleſt Kind of Traffick; it is, 
c conſequently, the higheſt Injuſtice to intrude 
© into the Private Claims, which others have 
Fto it: And it is, moreover, of great Conſe- 
* quence to the Publick, that this Commerce 
be Regularly carried on, and that the ſly 
© Pretenſions of Interlopers be ſeverely diſ- 
C countenanced. The new Acquiſitions, and 
dangerous Diſcoveries, daily made by the 
t over-forward Search after Truth, furniſh 
Mankind with a ſubtle and refined Luxury, 
© which inſenſibly corrupts their Manners, and 
© infects their Minds with a certain untracta- 
ble Stiffneſs; an Obſtinacy, that renders 
5 them troubleſome to their Superiours. It 
© is, therefore, highly neceſlary to reſtrain the 
© People from an immoderate Uſe of theſe 
© enchanting OY of the Underſtandi ing : 

* An 
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© And to appoint proper Perſons to judge, for. 
© them, what Kinds of this luſcious Food of 
© the Mind are leaſt unwholeſome, and what 
© Portions of it may be ſafely allowed them; 
* ſince they cannot be prevailed upon, wholly - 
© to abſtain from it. 
© It is obſeryable, that Truth varies from it 
© ſelf, according to the Diverſity of Climates, 
© which it is the Growth of: And it requires 
© the niceſt Skill to diſtinguiſh theſe changeable 
© Colours, and different Forms of it, which 
© ſeem to have been originally ſuited to the pe- 
* culiar Genius of every People, and wrought 
© into their Political Conſtitution ; and, 
© therefore, ought never to be confounded. 
© Thus, the ſame Syſtem of Knowledge, which 
© ſeems rightly calculated for the Latitude of 
© Great Britain, ſhould it as univerſally pre- 
© vail in Aſia, or Africa, or, even in ſome of 
© the more Southern Countries of Europe, 
would probably occaſion great Revolutions 
© in the ancient Monarchies eſtabliſhed there: 
© And, were any of the ſeveral Species of Or- 
* thodoxy, that flouriſh happily in a forreign 
Soil, tranſplanted hither; it might no leſs 
c en that Liberty, we are ſo vainly fond 
of. | 
I 4 For 
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For this Reaſon, it has been always agree- 
able to the Wiſdom of Nations, to watch 
© oyer the Progreſs of all exotic Science; and 
to prevent the ſpreading of Opinions, to 
© which they had not been long accuſtomed, 
And we may fafely boaſt, that the Care 
© and Vigilance of Us Moderns, in this Par- 
* ticular, far exceed the higheſt Prudence of 
* Antiquity : Since, by a refined Scheme of 
© Politicks, unknown to thoſe barbarous 
© Times, the moſt innocent Innovations in 
© Speculation are treated, by Us, with greater 
© Rigour and Severity, than the moſt flagitious 

Actions. 
Since you affect to be thought ſo great 
© Lover of impartial Reaſoning, we have 
* frankly laid open, to you, the true State of 
© our Affairs, and the ſecret Arts of conduc- 
© ting them; in order to convince you (in your 
© own Way) of the Unjuſtifiableneſs of your 
© Encroachments upon us, by the {ſimple 
Force of Argument: Though we can pro- 
© miſe our ſelves but little Succeſs from a 
© Method, we do not approve. We hope 
you will not make ſo ungenerous, and in- 
© diſcreet an Uſe of this our friendly Admo- 
© nition, as to expoſe it to publick View; or, 
* maliciouſly deſcant upon it, in your Lec- 
_ © tures; 


N*74 The FREE-THINKER. I37 


© tures; which you are deſired to forbear do- 
8 * ing, upon Pain of incurring our heavy Diſ- 
* pleaſure, Given, at our Board ; Nov. I 7. 
1718. 
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No 75. Monday, Dec. 8. 1718. 


— — 


Honeſty is the Beſt Policy. 


E Proverb I have choſen for my 
Motto, is much for the Honour of 
Fa my Countrey : It is a Maxim of 
the ſoundeſt Senſe, very elegantly 
an {ono expreſſed : It has ſtood the Teſt 
of Time; it has always met with the Ap- 
probation of the Wiſeſt Men; and is, ſingly, 
a more compleat Syſtem of Prudence, than 
the Sayings of the Seven Sages, put together. 
Having earneſtly recommended * Sincerity, 
in Opinions, to my Diſciples; J hope it will 
not be difficult to perſwade thoſe, who ap- 
prove of That Doctrine, to manifeſt the ſame 


| —_— 4 
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Ingenu- 
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Ingenuity of Mind in their Words and Ac-. 


tions: That, having learnt Integrity towards 


Themſelves, they may practice it with Re- 
gard to Others. The Firſt is the beſt Prepa- 
rative for the Latter: The Man, who is ac- 
cuſtomed to impoſe upon his own Under- 
ſtanding, will think it no Crime to deceive 
another. For which Reaſon, I with my Rea- 
ders would be ſo juſt to Themſelves, and to 
Me, as to connect theſe Two Lectures in 
their Thoughts. 

O F all the Social Vertues, Sincerity in our 
Words and Actions is not only the leaſt 
painful to Practice, but the moſt neceſſary 
and beneficial to Society; and, therefore, it 
is leſs excuſable to be deficient in this Point, 
than in any other. It is not a complexional 
Vertue; neither does it require Study and 


Application, and long Habit, to make it fami- 


liar : It flows from the natural, plain Dictates 
of Reaſon; and is generally moſt prevalent in 
thoſe, who have had the leaſt Intercourſe 
with the buſy World. At the ſame Time, 
it has ſo extenſive an Influence on the Happi- 
neſs of Mankind, that of it ſelf, even with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Laws, it will contribute 


more to the Eaſe and Quiet of a Commu- 


_ than the beſt Laws imaginable can 
avail, 
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avail, without this Integrity of Heart. And, 
indeed, if once we ſuppoſe this Cement of 
Society to be wholly taken away, Men had 
much better refuge themſelves from one ano- 

ther in Foreſts and Mountains, and lie hid in 
Caves, than aſſemble under Diſguiſes: Since 
their being gathered into Cities, as it were 
in Maſquerade, gives them only a fairer Op- 
portunity of betraying and ruining each 
other; while the Poor muſt inevitably be- 
come a Prey to the Wealthy, and the honeſt 


Man fall into the Snares of the Crafty. So 


that the Perſon, who either in his Words, or 
in his Actions, reſerves a ſecret Intention to 
himſelf, contrary to what he profeſles, and is 
in Reality different from what he appears to 
be, does (as much as lies in his Power) ſub- 
vert the very Foundations of the Community, 
in which he lives; and merits the Indignation 
of Mankind : Since he, who diſſembles with, 
or betrays, one Man, would betray every 
Man, if, he could, with Advantage to Him- 
fell, 

But what is all This (will Count Clinquant 
ſay) to the Purpoſe ? Is this Free-Thinking ? 
Is this Reaſoning like a Man of Penetration? 
What Benefit ſhould I, or any other Perſon, 

reap in * could you ſuppoſe us ſo 
| ſimple, 
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ſimple, as to give you Credit for this roman- 
ticx Doctrine? Give then thy Attention, 
Count (for once) to a Philoſopher, whoſe Sim- 
plicity has been thy Mirth; and (in ſpeaking 
to my Diſciples) I will unfold'a Piece of plain 
Knowledge, which has been fo long concealed 
from thy ſubtil Apprehenſion: I will ſhew 
thee the Advantages of Sincerity, to be every 
Way ſuperiour to the little Perquiſites of 
that fraudulent Wiſdom, for which thou art 
ſo renowned. 

In ſpight of Artifice and Cunning, few, or 
none, converſe much in the World, without 
| frequently laying themſelves open to the No- 
tice of others: So that, a long impenetrable 
Diſſimulation is almoſt, if not altogether, im- 
practicable. Beſides, the Perſon, who ima- 
gines, he has attained the moſt refined Hypo- 
criſy, lives under a perpetual Apprehenſion of 
being unmasked; and is, indeed, often dif- 
covered by the very Shifts, he is driven to, 
in Hopes of concealing himſelf more effec- 
tually. Whereas, the ſincere Man rejoyces in 
the Sagacity of Mankind: He delires to be 
known; and is perſwaded his Character will 
ſhine out, by Degrees. The more he is ſif- 
ted, the more he is intruſted : His Words ex- 
x path his Intentions ; his Actions confirm his 

Words ; ; 
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Words; his Reputation and Intereſt increaſe 
with his Years; and thoſe, who have known 
him longeſt, confide moſt in him. 

I call upon the Man of Guile, to bear Te- 
ſtimony to the Wiſdom of his Adverſary, the 
Plain-Dealer. By his counterfeit Behaviour, 
he condemns his own Policy : He is obliged, 
in his own Defence, to affect that Simplicity 
of Manners, to which his Heart is averſe. In 
the mean Time, his Underſtanding is ſo ſhal- 
low, that he does not apprehend how very 
difficult it is to ſave Appearances, without 
Reality ; while the honeſt Man is ſecure of 
paſſing for what he pretends to be. The One 
generally labours, in vain, to appear what he 
is not; the Other always appears what be i is, 
without any Pains. | 

There is no human Prudence equal to the 
Uncertainty of Events. The falſe, deceitful 
Man, who promotes his Deſigns by indirect, 
and unwarrantable, Practices; and the Man 
of Integrity, who purſues his Purpoſes by no 
Methods, that are not juſtifiable ; may Both 
ſucceed, and Both may fail, in their Endea- 
yours: But with this Difference ; the Succeſs 
of the One ſhall be attended with Infamy 
the good Fortune of the Other with Reputati- 
on: The Knave is ſure to be deſerted in his Ad- 


ver lity : 
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verſity; the honeſt Man may reaſonably expect 
to be aſſiſted: The Word of the One ſhall be 
taken; and the Bond of the Other rejected. 
Cunning reſembles Prudence, as an Ape re- 
ſembles a Man. The little Genius affeas 
Wiles; the Great Capacity is plain and art- 
leſs, in its Conduct. The One is ſhort- ſighted; 
and, blind to more ſolid Intereſts at a Di- 
ſtance, is attached to every preſent Advantage : 
The Other commands an extenſive View; 
ſees All around, far and near; and, taking in 
the whole Scope of Life, knows that the 
Character of Integrity is of more intrinſick 
Value, than any Acquiſition, that can be pur- 
chaſed at the Expence of it. A Prudent 
Man will much eaſier defeat the Artifices of 
the Crafty, than a Cunning Man be able to 
fruſtrate the Meaſures of the Prudent. Cun- 
ning, is like a Jugler's Trick ; once diſcove- 
red, it deludes no longer: Prudence, is a 
real Perfection, which challenges the niceſt 
Obſervation; and is the more admired, the 
clearer Inſight you have into it. As Perſpi- 
cuity is the Foundation of all fine Speaking 
or Writing; ſo Integrity is the Baſis of all 
Human Prudence: The Figures, the Alluſi- 
ons, the Invention, of an obſcure Authour 


do him no Service : And all the Reſerves, and 
Precau- 
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Precautions, of a Knave, are not fufficient to 


carry him, reputably and quietly, . 
Life. 


No 76. Friday, 1225 12. 716. 


tn. ae Mi... ith. _>— m lo. 


— 


Periculoſum eſt 8 his non credere : 
Utriuſque exemplum breviter exponam ret, 
Hippolytus obiit, quia noverce creditum eſt; 
Caſſandre quia non creditum, ruit Ilium. 
Ergo exploranda eſt veritat multum prius, 
uam ſtulta prave judicet ſententia. 


PrzDR. 
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Mr. A Nov. 15. 1718. 


©/ F a Man, over-run with the Spleen, 
and Weary of the World, can 
© reliſh any Thing in Life, it muſt 
de the admirable Doctrines, you 

. to inculcate in your Lectures; 
* more eſpecially That of Doubting, before 


* No 48, 50. 


© we 
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© we Believe. If this equitable and pruden- 
© tial Rule, of yours, were punctually obſer- 
ved, it would render Malice impotent; and 
' © the Number of Lies, which are daily told 
bout of Families, inſtead of gathering, Aar 
© dwindle into utter Diſcredit, as they paſs 
from Hand to Hand. 
© For want of accuſtoming our ſelves to 
© Doubt, a diſcarded Servant has it in his 
© Power to diſhonour his Maſter or Miſtreſs, 
© by the moſt groundleſs Stories; and we 
© may often believe the moſt ſcandalous Re- 
© ports of our beſt Friends. How many La- 
© dies have innocently ſuffered in their Repu- 
© tation, from the vain Boaſtings of a Fop ? 
© How many Men of Honour and Integrity 
© have been ruined by the Whiſpers of a 
© Knave? How many Perſons lulled into the 
6 "__ fatal Security ; and what Numbers im- 
poſed upon in Affairs of the greateſt Impor- 
« tance? And all entirely owing to a Facility 
© of Believing without proper Conviction, 
II a Man hears his Friend, his Miſtreſs, or 
© his Wife, is Falſe ; is it not better for him 
© to doubt a while, than raſhly to believe 
© what muſt torment him? When Mrs. Betty 
© tells her Lady, that my Lord Feignwell is 


© dyingly in Love with her, would it not be 
more 
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© more prudent in her Ladyſhip to ſuſpect her 
© Woman, and her own Charms, than deli- 
© ver her ſelf up, through Credulity, to the 


© Vexation of a Diſappointment? Laſt Week a 


i Aſpaſia happened to ſmile upon a pert Cox- 
© comb in a Side-Box; and now (though it 
was a Smile of Contempt) He believes her 
© his own. | 
© Let this ſatisfy you, Mr. Hre. Tbinier, 

that you have one Diſciple thoroughly con- 
© vinced, that we ſhould be ready to * 
© and flow to Believe. 


Ian, SIR, 
Your Aﬀeflionite, 4 
Unfortunate Humble Servant, 
5  ARIMANT 


p. $. t would not gh it thou ght, be- 
© cauſe I am tender of the Ladies, that I de- 
© fire to make my Coutt to them in Gene- 
© ral; and 1 here declare, that there is but 
© One of the whole Sex, whoſe Favour 1 
* would purchaſe, at the Expence of a Maſ- 

* querade-Ticket ; and ſhe has Vertue enough 
© to reſent ſo faſhionable a Compliment. 


* 
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Tu 1s Gentleman has very happily ſhewn 
the Doctrine of Philoſophical Denbring A be of 


.general Uſe, by adapting it to the daily Oc- 
currences of Life. In the Light, in which 
he places it, Prudence and Equity Both de- 
pend upon its Influence. And, indeed, if 
Both Sexes would accuſtom Themſelves to 
+ admit no Opinions, but ſuch as come recom- 
mended with proper Certificates, it would 
prevent the Vexations and Impoſi- 
tions, that ariſe from Malice on One Part, and 
Inadvertency on the Other. 

A prompt Belief of Calumnies oftener be- 
trays the Iniquity of the Heart, than the 
Weakneſs of 'the Judgment : And he, who is 
forward to credit Rumours, will be diligent 
to ſpread them, To know when to Believe, 
and when to, Doubt, depends more upon the 
Command of our Paſſions, than the Penetra- 
tion of our Underſtanding ; ſince our Inclina- 
tions are generally too powerful for our Rea- 
ſon. The Extremes of Credulity, and of In- 
credulity, are equally pernicious : Though 
more have ſuffered by the Former Infirmity, 
than by the Latter. Generally ſpeaking, 
Youth is more ſubject to the One, and Age 


to the Other. 


Pamphi- 
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Pamphilus believes every Thing, he hears to 
his own Advantage ; engages in Friendſhips, 
and in Enmities, very Cavalierly ; is confident of 
Succeſs in the moſt unpromiſing Enterprizes : 
And, all the while, blames his Stars for his 
Perpetual Diſappointmetits. Chremes believes 
no Man; ſcruples to truſt a Piece of Gold 
out of his Right Hand into his Left; doubts 
whether the Sun will riſe to Morrow : He 
tells his Grandſon, Seeing is Believing ; Many 
Things happen betwixt the Cup and the Lip : 
But above all, he admires the Spaniſh Pro- 
verb, That a ſcalded Cat dreads cold Water ; 
and is, upon all Occafions, ſo very Wile, that 
his Underſtanding is of no manner of Uſe to 
him. 

There is a Good-natured Credulity, which 
proceeds entirely from Innocency and Inex- 
perience, and has proved deſtructive to Youths 
of generous Diſpoſitions; but more fatal to 
Blooming Virgins, of the moſt Vertuous In- 
clinations. Theſe, in Particular, would I 
fain Precaution againſt the Wiles of Men; 
and think they cannot be taught to Doubt 
too much of the Proteſtations of a Fine Gen- 
tleman. The Gallants of the Age are, for the 
moſt Part, Animals of Prey, ever in Queſt of 

a Beautiful Perſon, or a Great Fortune ; and 
| 1 feel 
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feel no Remorſe in gratifying their prevailing 
Paſſion at any Rate. Turning over the Anec- 
dotes of an Ancient Philoſopher, I have met 
with a very Inſtructive Story, which I ſhall 
recommend to. theſe unguarded Innocents, and 
defire them to repeat it always, by way of 
Anſwer, to a Man, who begins to wy kind 
Things to them in Private. 

1 is cuſtomary, in the Southern Coun- 
© tries, to gather, the Sheep together, at Noon- 
© day, into a Place, where they may find 
| © Shelter from the Violence of the Sun. 
There was a Flock, accordingly, ſecure with- 
© in their Fold: The Dogs ſlept; and the 
© Shepherd was amuſing himſelf with his Pipe, 
in Concert, with ſome neighbouring Swains, 
under the Shade of a ſpreading Beech. A 
c hungry Wolf came to prie into the Condi- 
© tion of the Flock, through the Openings of 
© the Fence : When an unexperienced Lamb, 
© who had ſeen nothing of the World, enter- 
ed into Converſation with the Glutton. 
pray now, Stranger, (ſays the Simpleton) 
© What do you come to look after Here? The 
* delicious flowery Paſture, (replies the Wolf) 
* which you enjoy in ſuch Perfection. You 
© know, nothing is ſo pleaſant, as to feed in a 

© green valley; to brouze the fragrant Thyme, 
© and 
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© and the ſoft Flowers of the Mallows ; and 
© to cool one's Thirſt, this hot Weather, in a 
© clear Stream ; which little Luxuries this 
place affords: I am a mere Philoſopher, and 

© have learnt to content my ſelf with mode- 
© rate Deſires. Is it true then (ſays the Lamb) 
© that you do not love Mutton; and that a. 
© little Herbage ſatisfies your Appetite ? If it 
© be ſo, let us go feed together, and be bet- 
© ter acquainted. Hereupon, the young In- 
© nocent ſlips out of the Fold; and as ſoon as 
< they were got behind a Buſh, at a little Di- 
© ſtance, the temperate Philoſopher made an 
© expeditious Meal of the poor Creature, 
© without the leaſt Remorſe of Conſcience. 


4 
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77 Mandy, De Dec. 1 15. 0 
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A Tamene Animis Celeſtibus Iræ? 
Vas. 
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N my Enquiry into the Nature, 
0 and Cauſes, of Enthuſiaſm, 1 con- 
D: ſidered this Evil in its Two Prin- 

2 cipal Operations; as it actuates the 
Turdulent and Ambitious Temper to ravage 
the World; and, as it ſooths the Indolent, 
Inactive Soul, with inward Raptures and Viſi⸗ 
ons. Theſe.T wo Kinds of Madneſs require a 
very different Complexion of Mind, and na- 
turally produce very different Effects; which 
it will be proper to treat of ſeparately. 

The Active Enthuſiaſm being the moſt per- 
nicious, I ſhall begin with enquiring into the 


— — 
* „ W „ 
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uſual Effects of its Rage; and reſerve the 
* ſecond Branch of my Diviſion for another 
Ledtnre. 

This Firſt Sort of Enthuſiaſm then may be 
conlidered, either as exciting Men to vaſt At- 
tempts ; or, as procuring them Succeſs in 
their Enterprizes ; or, laſtly, as u 
Them to Cruelty, as well in the Proſecution 
of their Deſigns, as in the Exerciſe of the 
Power, they happen to eſtabliſh. 

When this Religious Knight · Errantry gets 
into a Perſon of a reſtleſs Spirit, it works up 
his Ambition to the utmoſt Extravagance, by 
perſwading him, that he is ſingled out to exe- 
cute the Deſigns of Providence. From that 
Moment he is ſtung with a Fury, not to. be 
controlled: Unable to reſiſt. the violent Im- 
pulſe, he hurries into Action: Conſideration 
would be Loſs of Time; and he ſtands ac- 
quitted to himſelf, by a prompt Obedience to 
the fancied Call. Thus powerfully poſſeſt, 
every wild Project, that glows in his Imagi- 
nation, is an immediate Ordinance from Hea- 
ven. He flies a Pitch above Common Miſ- 
chiefs ; and dreams now of nothing leſs, than 
overturning the Laws, and Conſtitution, either 
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of his own Countrey ; or, of the Nations, he 
intends to invade. So that, from One, who 
might have proved an active, beneficial Mem- 
ber of Society, he is (by the ſtrong Deluſion 
of Enthuſiaſm) become a ſanctiſied Diſtur- 
ber of the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. 
And ſuppoſe, he ſhould not be able to accom- 
pliſh his frantick Purpoſes; yet, the Miſeries, 
the Confuſion, and the Deſolation, his very 
Attempts are often attended with, are ſuffi- 
cient to make ſober Men dread the fatal Con- 
ſequences, which even an unſucceſsful Enthu- 
fiaſm may produce. | 
But then, it is to be conſidered, that this 
Enormity (extravagant as it ſeems) bids fairer 
for Succeſs, than many a vertuous Project, 
which is only conducted by Prudence, and 
cool Reaſon. 
No Malignity ſpreads its infection ſpeedier, 
and more univerſally, through the Populace, 
than Enthuſiaſm ; And the Phrenzy of it (like 
any other Madneſs) does, for the Time, 
double the natural Strength, and Spirit, of 
Man; and animates him to exert his Vigour 
to a Degree, ſeemingly, more than Human, 
The Infatuation of the Enthuſiaſt, ſets him 
above the Fear of Death : If he happens to 
fall in Action, or to ſuffer for his Crime by 
the 


* 
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the Hand of the Executioner, he Is raviſhed 
with the Conctit of dying a Martyr for the 
Cauſe of God ; and he ſees the Heavens 
ſtanding open to receive him. But his un- 
doubted Aſſurance of Succeſs in his Under- 
taking, gives him ſtill a greater Contempt of 
Danger : And, in this Particular, grant him 
but his firſt Principle, he reaſons very conſe- 
quentially. If he is, indeed, (as he imagines) 
miraculeuſly appointed to ſubdue: Mankind, 
to 'overthrow Kingdoms, and States, and to 
reduce the Powers of the Earth under his 
Obedience; no Doubt, Heaven will proſper 
him in the Execution of the mighty Work, it 
authorizes him to undertake. If he fights the 
Battles of the Almighty, he may reaſonably ex- 
pe the Almighty will give him Victory. But, 
notwithſtanding this Perſwaſion of his be 
wholly Groundleſs; yet, as long as he is tho- 
roughly poſſeſſed therewith, it prompts him 
on with the ſame Reſolution and Vigour, as if 
it were undeniably True. Moreover ; as En- 
thuſiaſm animates Him, the fierce (and ſome- 
times horrid) Aſpect, and Intrepidity, of Beha- 
viour, which that Fury gives him, does, in 
Proportion, diſhearten and terrify his Adverſa- 
ries. His Rage, and Deſperateneſs, in attack- 
ing his Enemies, makes them Weak, and 
Timid, 
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Timid, in their own Defence. Upon the 
Whole, ſo powerful -often is the Influence of 
his Intoxication, when it acQuates a Multi- 
tude, that (like a Torrent) it bears down 
All before it; and, when it rages in its full 
Vehemence, Oppolitian only n to aug 
ment its Force. : 
But. the worſt Efec of Euthuſuſmm is, that 
it Diſpoſes Men to be Cruel in proſecuting 
their Deſigns; and Tyrannical in the. Exerciſe 
of Dominion, when they obtain it. , 
Since the Enthuſiaſt ſoars above all the 
Rules of Juſtice and Equity, in forming his 
Schemes, upon the Suppolition of a Divine 
Authority ; there is no Reaſon to believe, that 
he will ſtoop to thoſe Regulations in the Pro- 
ſecution of his vaſt Deſigns. He has one ſhort 
Argument. to juſtify all his Crimes : They are 
Divine Injunctions; the Will of God is noti- 
fied to him; That Will is not to be circum- 
ſcribed within the narrow Limits of Human 
Laws, and Human Reaſon; he has a poſitive 
Commiſſion to ſee it executed to a Tittle : 
Whoever, therefore, pretends to withſtand 
Him, oppoſes the Almighty. In conſequence 
of this Prepoſſeſſion, he denounces the worſt 
of Woes upon his Enemies; and the Ter- 


rours, he ſcatters round him, are the *. 
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of this Enthuſiaſt more inſupportable is, that 
while he deals out Miſchiets without Mea- 


ſure, he is only ſecuring the Happineſs of 


and ſhowering down inconceivable 
Bleſſings upon his Fellow- Creatures. Mercy 
with him, is indulging Men in Miſeries, of 
which they are not ſenſible, and doing the 
Work of the Lord deceiefully Ye ip 

Lady, If the Heroick Enthuſiaſt happens to 
beat — all Oppoſition; if he * 
accompliſhes his Projects, and becomes fully 

ſſeſſed of Power and Dominion; He never 
fails to rule his Subjects with a Rod of Iron. 
He fixes with Himſelf ſome Imaginary, Inſig- 
nificant Point, on which he will have the Ho- 
rmour of God, and the Happineſs of Mankind 
to depend. This all Men muſt acknowledge 
to be Authentick, and ſubmit to it without 
Reſerve, or undergo his ſevereſt Diſpleaſure. 
The Wretches, whoſe Conſcienoes are ſcrupu- 
lous, and their Underſtandings untractable 
through the Force of Reaſon, muſt be convin- 
ced by Fines, and Impriſonments; by Racks, 
and Gibbets, and Flames; in order to mollify 
the Hardneſs of their Hearts for the Reception 
of Opinions, they cannot conceive ; or, which, 
if they do conceive them, they abhorr, 
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Theſe are the General Effects of the Fer- 
ment of Enthuſiaſm, in a Turbulent Ambi- 
tious Spirit: And they manifeſt Themſelves 
with more or leſs Violence, according to the 
of the Madneſs; the complexional 
Activity of the Enthuſiaſt ; and the Proportion 
of Power, or Authority, he ha ppens to ob- 
tain amongſt Men. In a Word, it bids De- 
fiance to Reaſon ; and conſequently can have 
no Fellowſhip with the mild, benevolent In- 
fluences of True Religion. | 
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Neo qs. Friday, Dec. 19. 1718, = 


Tele qu une Bergère, au plus beau jour de Fate, 

De ſuperbes Rubis ne charge point ſa tete; 

Et ſans meler a lor Veclat des Diamant, 

Cueille en un champ voiſin ſes plur beau or. 
nemens : 

Telle, aimable en ſon air, mais uni an 
ſon ſtile, 

Doit tclater, ſans pompr, une  degante Ihle. 


BolzAu. 


— 


Thurſday, Nov. 20. 1718, 
Dear M.. FREETHINXER, 


* Dy HERE is no Doubt, but Lovers 

of every Kind, the Happy and 
the Unhappy, are your moſt fre- 
© quent Correſpondents : And were 
«you to o pa but every Tenth Epiſtle, you 
© receive from our Importunate Tribe, it is 
© probable, Two Half. Sheets a Week would 
not contain them. However, ſince I find 


© the 
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© the Caſes of ſome Lovers have made a Fi- 

© gure in your Papers, I am induced (for my 

© preſent Eaſe) to try my Fortune in the 
© Croud: Though I am not fo felfiſh as to 
© imagine, you ought to comply with any 
© private Requeſt, to the Prejudice of more 
« weighty Conſiderations. 

© 1 beg Leave then, S 1 à, to acquaint you, 
c that I have lately been obliged to come up 
© to the Town, to make a Stay, very much 
© againſt my Inclinations ; ſince I — my 
c dearer Self behind me, in the Countrey. 

© London, with all its Hurry, and Variety of 
© Pleaſures, cannot relieve my Uneaſineſs, nor 
© abate my eager Longings, for a Moment 
© and yet, Alaſs, I am deſtined to ſtruggle 
e with them, for Seven, or Eight, long tedious 
© Months. Oh, S An, what Words can ex- 
© preſs the Impatience of a fond Heart, ſepa- 
© rated from the lovely Object of its Deſires ? 
© Or is there in Philoſophy, a Conſolation ca- 
© pable to give me Eaſe ? I know no Satisfac- 
© tion, I can receive, equal to the Pleaſure of 
© being aflured, that you approve my Paſſion ; 
© for which Reaſon I would fain conjure you 
© to ſay ſomething to it. 

©1 need not acquaint a Perſon, fo well 


, * $killed in the Workings of the Soul, as you 
© are, 
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© are, that it is impoſſible for a Man in my 
© Circumſtances, to conceal his Love; be- 
© ſides, I am too young to 4% any Thing, 
© that concerns me nearly, Companions, 
who have all found me ot laugh at me 
for pretending Conſtancy to a Countrey Mi- 
« ſtreſs, in a Town where there is lach a 
© Choice of Women. Theſe Sparks are ſo 
o infipidly Polite, as not to be ſenſible, that 
© an honourable Paſſion has Ten Thouſand 
Charms, of which vulgar Minds, hackney'd 
© in the Ways of London, have no Reliſh : 
© And I am their Jeſt, as often as I tell them, 
that I am more raviſhed with one kind 
© Look, or Word, from my Lavinia, than 
© They are in being, what they, call, Happy, 
< with the Fineſt of their Creatures. 

© Nevertheleſs, Mr. Free-Thinker, I continue 
© obſtinately Unfaſhionable, a meer Clown in 
© Gallantry ; and am firmly reſolved to con- 
duct my ſelf by the ſtricteſt Rules of Ho- 
© nour with Regard to the Lady, I love; con- 
© vinced of the Humanity of your Aſſertion, 
© * That it is more baſe to wrong a Woman, _ 
© a Man. 


. * 
* _ 4 r 41 8 
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© As to the PerfeQions "of the Idol of my 
© Soul, I cannot forbear informing you, that 
© ſhe has all the Beauty, the Modeſty, and 
© Sweetneſs of her Sex, ennobled with that 
© exquiſite Senſe, which is almoſt peculiar to 
© the moſt accompliſhed Men; by the-Influ- 
© ence of which powerful Charms, I am en- 
* tirely her Captive ; at the ſame Time that I 


l 


Yor Aue, 
A—u Ss 


Tun refined and vertuous Paſſion of this 
young Gentleman deſerves Applauſe : It is a 
Primitive Love; a manly Tenderneſs; an Af- 
fection, natural to an honeſt Mind; and was 
in Eſteem amongſt us, before the Britiſh Gal- 

loſt its genuine Luſtre and Innocence, 
in the diſſolute Manners of a Neighbouring 
Nation, which (ſome Years paſt) ſucceeded in 
corrupting the Pleaſures and Politicks of Eu. 
rope. It is very rare to find, amongſt the 
People of Faſhion, a Pair, who have any true 
Reliſh for the elegant Delights of a chaſte, 


mutual Love. Ever ſince the Generality of 


the Men are turned — and the Fine Wo- 
5 __ men 
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men Coquettes, Domeſtick Happineſs is in a 
manner baniſhed out of Life ; and Marriage 
is, in Effect, only a Contract to live at Vari- 
ance, under the ſame Roof. 

Abſence is, indeed, a very painful penance 
to a ſincere Lover: A Thouſand Doubts and 
Fears intrude upon his Quiet; neither can 
they well be relieved (without abating the 
Paſſion) by any Expedient, but long and fre- 
quent Letters; to which, alone, I would ad- 
viſe my Correſpondent to have Recourſe., By 
this Means, he. will have an Opportunity of 
whiſpering, in the ſofteſt Manner, a great 
many tender Things, and of making the moſt 
engaging Vows; which, were he preſent, it 
would, perhaps, be difficult for him to utter, 
and not ſo proper for the Fair One to heat 5 
at leaſt, without a ſeeming Diſlike. 8 

There are few Trayerſes in Life, which 4 
prudent Man may not turn to his Advantage: E 
And my Lover has a fair Occaſion, during his 
Abſence, to convince. the Lady of his unal - 
terable Fidelity, and to give her repeated AL 
ſurances, that ſhe has 1ever been, one Mo- 
ment, a Stranger to his, warmeſt, Wiſhes, in 
the midſt of a Crowd of Beauties. Laſtly; 
let him comfort Himſelf with the pleaſt ng 
Expectation of ſeeing his Shepherdels again, 

Vo L. II. N L in 


162 The FREE-THINKER. Ne 


in the Seaſon of the Year, the moſt favoura- 
ble to his Deſires ; when the Spring ſhall be 
in its full Glory, and the Countrey (with the 
Society of a fair loving Companion) a perfect 
Paradiſe. 

In the mean Time, to ſooth his Anxiety, I 
ſhall preſent him with a little Piece of Poe- 
try, for which we have not, yet, a Name in 
our Language. It repreſents the impatient 
Enquiry. of a Shepherd after a Stray Nymph ; 
and is writ in the rural Simplicity, without 
the leaſt Attempt towards Wit ; after the. 
Manner of ſome of the Greek Poets. 


A Pa8TORAL IDYLLIUM. 


CE ASE your Muſick, gentle Swain: : 
Saw you Delia croſs the Plains ? 
Every Thicket, every Grove, 
Have I ranged, to find my Love. | : 
A Kid, a Lamb, my Flock I give; 
Tell me only, does ſhe live. kts 


White her Skin, as Mountain Snow ; 
In her Cheeks, the Roſes blow : 
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And, her Eye is brighter far, ; 

Than the beamy Mieming - Sar. 

When her ruddy Lip you vie, 

Tis a Berry, moiſt with Dew. 3 

Seveet ſhe breathes, as Evening Gale, 

_ Paſſing ver the fragrant Vales ; 

Wide her Boſom opens, gay 

As the flow'ry Field in May. 

| Low, her gloſſy Treſſes twine, 

Like the Tendrelt, on the Vine. 

Like the Hinde before the Hounds, 

vo Through the filent Lawn ſhe bounds :- 

And with lightſome Foot he treads, 
When the winding Dance ſhe leads, 


Tell me, Shepherds j have you ſeen 
My Delight ; my little Queen? 
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N*79. Monday, Dec. 22. 1718. 


2 


Nec Religionis eſt cogere Religionem. 


Te rut. 


* 


ERM Attempt towards Perſe- 
& cution, which falls ſhort of the u- 
f DB: quiſition, is Folly ; ſince it fruſ- 
* trates the End, for which it is ex- 
erciſed. We are apt to favour the Diſtreſt ; 
and the Generality are induced by Degrees to 
imagine, there muſt be ſomething more than 
Ordinary in thoſe Opinions, for which Men 
ſuffer Hardſhips with Patience. This is al- 
lowed to have been one great Cauſe of the 
ſpeedy Progreſs of Chriſtianity. The World 
=_ aſtonithed to ſee the Chriſtians aſpire to 

Martyrdom : And their Religion prevailed, 
apparently, through Perſecution. 


This 
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This Obſervation is not peculiar to Truth; 
ſince Falſhood, if not overcharged with Ab- 
ſurdities, can hardly fail of thriving under the 
like Difficulties. 

WHzTHER the Orthodox, or the Ariant, firſt 
began to perſecute, after the Roman Empe- 
rours became Chriſtians, is a Queſtion not 
worth determining: Certain it is, that during 
the Reigns of ſuch Emperours, as were of 
either Party, the Eſtabliſhed Se always de- | 
ſtroyed Themſelves by their own Extravagan- 
cies. They Perſecuted the World, by Turns, 
into an Opinion of their . The 
Orthodox, however, triumphed by carrying 
Perſecution to ſuch a Pitch, that, ceaſing to 
.be the Height of Folly, it became the Height 
of Wickedneſs. Religion was transfigured 
into Nonſenſe and Abſurdity; and, no One da- 
ring to expreſs his Thoughts freely, Mankind 
was bleſt with an Uniformity, under which 
Multitudes groaned, till the Reformation. The 
New Light, which Then broke out, was the 
Source of Variety in Opinions. The Princi- 
ple, upon which all the Reformers proceeded, 
obliged them mutually to Tolerate Each 
other. But, the Leaven of worldly Intereſt 
ſoon fermented in the Reformation: From 
which Time, the Clergy. of every Perſwaſion 
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(laying aſide the firſt Bond of Union) in Or- 
der to make Men all of One (that is, of their 
Own) Mind, as they happened to be reſpec- 
tively Eſtabli iſhed, have, in their ſeveral Com- 
munions, excited their Lay-Members to per- 
ſecute Thoſe, who diſſented from Them. 
The Duration only of their different Eſta- 
bliſhments, renders this Charge more or leſs 
applicable to any Set of them : What hap- 
pened to the Primitive Perſecutours, has like- 
wiſe befallen their Reformed Succeſſours ; 
And each Communion, in Power, has by Out- 
rages compelled their Adverſaries to preyail 
againſt them. 

1 may farther exemplify what I have ad- 
vanced, by ſome Proceedings in Scotland. The 
Presbyterians could not endure thoſe, who 
were of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion: Accor- 
dingly, They perſecuted their Diſſenting 
Countreymen, till the Kingdom began to 
think the Epiſcopalians in the "Right. Biſhops 
are, therefore, now Eſtabliſhed; who (if poll. 
ble) exceed the Extravagancies of their Ene- 
mies: They likewiſe perſecute, to their own 
Deſtrution : Whereupon, the Prerbyterians 
again get Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom; and I 
doubt not, but They will keep it, ſo long 
as the Civil Government does not indulge 

Them 
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Them in a Power to exert, in its full Vigour, 
that Zeal, which they are animated with, for 
the Glory of God, and the Good of the Souls 
of their Neighbours. 

In England, likewiſe, the Chutch has al- 
ways flouriſhed moſt, when leaſt inclined to 
perſecute. In Queen Elizabeth's Reign, a 
brotherly Correſpondence was maintained 
with all the Foreign Proteſtant Churches; not- 
withſtanding their differing in Rites and Ce- 
remonies. Severe Acts were, indeed, made 
againſt Recuſancy; but, they (as was juſt) were 
chiefly levelled againſt the Papiſts; the de- 
clared Enemies to her Government. It muſt 
be owned, there happened an Execution or 
Two, which blemiſh her Reign ; and which, 
probably, were owing to ſome Popiſh Preju- 
dice; not, as yet, entirely laid aſide. 

We find, the Puritans were much talked of: 
But, that was rather a Diſpute in the Church, 
than a Separation from it. They deſired a 
farther Reformation; and the Liberty (as 
they termed it) of Propheſying: But ſtill, 
they conformed to the Eſtabliſhment. Thus 
Matters continued under Queen Elizabeth, 
and King: Famer, and ſome Part of the Reign 
of Charles the Firſt: When, the Headineſs of 
the Clergy in Power, and the Violence of the 


L 4 Times 


168 The Fant areas. No o 


Times, cauſed a Separation. The Biſhops, 
moſt noted for their Affection to the Proteſ- 
tant Perſwaſion, preſerve a good Correſpon- 
dence with the Puritans ; while Thoſe, who 
(as my Lord Falkland obſerves) were for 
bringing in as much of a Papiſt into the 
Church, as they could, without introducing 
direct Popery, took violent Methods to make 
People approve every Tittle of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment. The Ward Puritan is, firſt, brought to 
be a Term of Hatred and Reproach ; and 
then (as Sir Benjamin Rudyard obſerves, in his 
Speech to that Parliament, which the Lord 
Clarendon commends with all his Pomp of 
Eloquence) Every Man, who would be go- 
verned only by the Laws, and was not an Ar- 
minian, was ſtiled a Puritan. Inſtead of be- 
ing ſatisfied with a moderate Compliance; 
Etcetera Oaths, New Forms, New Canons, 
were impoſed : And Wholeſome Severities 
were employed, to ſupply the Deficiency of 
Argument. It will þe proper, here, to remind 
the Proteſtant Reader; that theſe Violences 
were puſhed on by Perſons, of whom the 
Lord Falkland ſays, They were ſo inclinable 
to Popery, that it was All, that Fifteen Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year could do, to prevent 
them from Profeſling it, 

By 
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By theſe, and many other Provocations, the 
Nation grows exaſperated ; the Confuſions in- 
creaſe ; and the Eſtabliſhed Church is, at laſt, 
deſtroyed. Their Adverſaries, One would 
imagine, ſhould have taken more prudent 
Meaſures: On the contrary; all the various 
Secs, who were able to get into Power du- 
ring the Confuſion, did (in a very ſwift Suc- 
ceſſion) mutually perſecute each other, and 
deſtroy Themſelves. The Nation becomes 
weary of monthly Changes; and the  Reſto- 
ration is happily effected. The Church is 
again Eſtabliſhed ; and the ſame Spirit, war- 
med by a Deſire of Revenge, does again poſ- 
ſeſs the very ſame Part of its Clergy. ©: Thou- 
- ſands of Miniſters (whom King - Charles II. 
had himſelf declared to be well affected to 
the Peace of the Church and State) are Ejec- 
ted; and, Thereby, the Diſſenters (perhaps 
with Deſign ) formed into a ſeparate Body. 
The Animoſi ity extends even to Foreign Pro- 
teſtants, who in the leaſt reſemble our Preſ- 
byterians, The Engliſh Ambaſſadour, at Paris, 
refuſes to go to the French Proteſtant Church 
at Charexton, becauſe it was not Epiſcopal. 
The King is ſuſpected, and his immediate 
Succeſſour known, to be a Papiſt; The Church 
Flouriſhes; and the Diſſemers are perſecuted. 


King 
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King James comes to the Crown: When 
he began to attack the Rights not only of 
the People, but even of the Clergy them- 
ſelves, the Nation awakes; and the Rewvolu- 
tion is brought about: Yet ſtill, the Perſecu- 
ting Spirit is not allayed. New Laws, New 

Puniſhments, are urged ; and, upon every Ap- 
pearance of the Return of a Popiſh Succeſ- 
ſour, the Church (in the Judgment of the 
ſame Kind of Men) flouriſhes; and is regu- 
larly in Danger, in proportion as the Proteſ- 
tant Religion ſeems Secure : And may, there- 
fore, be ſaid to be now in more Danger, than 
Lr my Countreymen but reflect, impar- 
tially, on what has paſſed ; and they will agree 
with me, in the natural Conſequence of a 
Half-Perſecution. Are the Diſſenters proſecu- 
ted, diſabled, &c.? They gain upon the 
Minds of the People. Are they Tolerated, 
and left at Liberty? They inſenſibly Conform, 
and loſe their Strength. Wherefore, I have 
often wondered, how Men (unleſs they are 
determined to go the utmoſt Lengths of 
Perſecution and Tyranny) can be ſo ſlow of 
Apprehenſion, as not to perceive, that To- 
leration is the moſt ſucceſsful Stratagem to 
prevent the ſpreading of Ne Opinions, which 

have 
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have not a Foundation in Truth : It takes 
away the favourable Prejudice of Suffering for 
Conſcience-Sake ; and, in a ſhort Time (upon 
Examination) the Novelties vaniſh, for want 
of ſome ſeeming Merit to ſupport them, 
VDn the other Hand; a moderate Perſecution 
is an Advantage to Errour : It ſets it upon the 
Level with Truth ; and gives it a fair Chance 
for Succeſs, The Reafon of Things is not 
always ſufficient to, convince the Generality of 
Men: Whereas, ſuffering for a Principle, is a 
viſible Argument, that ſtrongly affects a Per- 
ſon of the meaneſt Capacity. We conclude, 
that he, who ſuffers, at leaſt thinks himſelf in 
the Right; and the Perſecutour (like One, 
who has Recourſe to Railing in a Diſpute) is 
juſtly ſuſpected of being conſcious, that he 
maintains a Falſhood: For, Truth does not 
ſtand in need of being ſupported by Vio- 
lence. | 
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| n— ) id enim ratione timemus, 
Aut cupimus ? quid tan dextro pede concipis, 
ul te 


- Conatus non 7 votique peracri 2 
Jovkx. 


G6 = AVING, from the. Beginning, 
titiled my ſelf a Fairy-Philoſopher, 
Wy HE my Readers may imagine, I ſhall 
ct my Leiſure) conſult the Re- 
cords of the inviſi ble, powerful People, with 
whom I hold a Correſpondence. When meet 
with any remarkable Tranſactions of theirs, 
which more immediately relate to Mankind, 
I ſhall make them Publick ; more eſpecially, 
ſuch particular Pieces of their Hiſtory, as are 
not only delightful, but inſtructive. As the 
firſt Specimen of this Kind, I recommend the 
following Narration to my Female Pupils. 


THERE 


1 


No 80 The FREE-THINKER. 173 


TuERIE was a Countrey-Woman, who, 
upon her Intimacy with a Fairy, deſired her to 
come and aſſiſt at her Labour. The Good 
Woman was delivered of a Daughter : When, 
the Fairy (taking the Infant in her Arms) ſaid 
to the Mother ; make your Choice : The 
Child (if you have a Mind) ſhall be exqui- 
ſitely Handſome ; excell in Wit, even more 
than in Beauty ; and be Queen of a mighty 
Empire; but, withall, Unhappy : Or (if you 
had rather) ſhe ſhall be an Ordinary, Ugly, 
Countrey Creature, like your ſelf; but, con- 
tented with her Condition. The Mother 
immediately choſe Wit and Beauty, for her 
Daughter; at the Hazard of a Misfor- 
tunes. | 
As the Child grew, n new Beauties opened 
daily in her Face; till, in a.few Years, ſhe 
ſurpaſſed all the Rural Laſſes, that the oldeſt 
People had ever ſeen. Her Turn of Wit was 
gentle, polite, - and inſinuating: She was 
of a ready Apprehenſion ; and ſoon learned 
every Thing, ſo as to excell her Teachers. 
Every Holiday, ſhe danced upon the Green, 
with a ſuperiour Grace to any of her Compa- 
nions. Her Voice was ſweeter than any Shep- 
herd's Pipe ; and ſhe made the * ſhe uſed 


to ſing. | 
For 
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For ſome time, ſhe was not appriſed of her 
owt” Charms: When, diverting her ſelf with 
her Play-Fellows, on the green, flowery Bor- 
der of a Fountain; ſhe was ſurpriſed with 
the Reflection of her Face: She obſerved, how 
different her Features and her Complexion 
ſeemed, from the Reſt of her Company; and 
admired” her ſelf. The Countrey, flocking 
from Day to Day to obtain a Sight of her, 
made her, yet, more ſenſible of her Beauty. 
Her Mother, who rely'd on the Predictions 
of the Fany, began already to treat her 
as a Queen; and' fpoil'd her by Flatteries. 
The young Damfel would neither ſow, nor 
ſpin, nor look after the Sheep: Her whole 
Amuſement was, to gather Flowers; to dreſs 
her Hair with them; to ſing, and to dance, 

in the Shade. | 
The King of the Countrey was a very 
powerful King; and, he had but one Son; 
whoſe Name was Florio For which reaſon, his 
Father was impatient to have him marry d. 
The young Prince could never bear the men- 
tioning any of the Princeſſes of the Neighbour- 
ing Nations; becauſe a Fairy had told him, 
that he ſhould find a She pherdeſs, more beauti- 
ful and more accompliſhed, than all the Prin- 
ceſſes in the World. Therefore, the King gave 
Orders 


N? 80 The FREE-THINKER. 175 


Orders to aſſemble all the Village-Nymphs of 
his Realm, who were under the Age of Eigh- 
teen, to: make a Choice: of her, who ſhould 
appear moſt worthy of ſo great an Honour. 
In purſuance of the Order, when they came 
to be ſorted; a vaſt Number of Virgins, whoſe 
Beauty was not very extraordinary, were re- 
fuſed Admittance; and only. Thirty picked 
out, who infinitely ſurpaſſed: all the Others. 
Theſe Thirty Virgins. were ranged in a great 
Hall, in the Figure of a Half Moon; that the 
King and his Son might have a diſtinct View 
of them, together. HFuorella (our young Dam- 
ſel) appeared, in the midſt of her Competi- 
tours, like a Lilly amongſt Marygolds ; or, 
as an . in Bloſſom ſhews, amongſt 
the Mountain Shrubs. The King immedi- 
ately declared aloud, that ſhe deſerved his 
Crown; and Florio thought himſelf Happy 
in the Poſſeſſion of Horella. 

Our Shepherdeſs was, inſtantly, deſired to 
caſt off her Countrey Weeds; and to ac- 
cept a Habit, richly embroidered with Gold. 
In a few Minutes, ſhe ſaw her ſelf covered 
with Pearls-and Diamonds ; and a Troop of 
Ladies was appointed to ſerve her. Every one 
was attentive to prevent her Deſires, before 
the ſpoke; and the was lodged within the 


Palace, 
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Palace, in a magnificent Apartment : Where, 
inſtead of Tapeſtry, there were large Pannels 
of Looking-Glaſs, from the Floor to the Ciel- 


ing; that the might have the Pleaſure of ſee- 


ing her Beauty multiplied on all Sides; and 
that the Prince might admire her, where ever 
he caſt his Eyes. Florio, in a few Days, quit- 
ted the Chaſe, and all the manly Exerciſes, 
in which before he delighted ; that he might 
be, perpetually, with his Miſtreſs. The Nup- 
tials were concluded : And, ſoon after, the 
old King died. Thereupon, Florella becoming 
Queen, all the Counſels and the Affairs of 
State were directed by her Wiſdom. 

The Queen-Mother (whoſe Name was In- 
videſſa) grew jealous of her Daughter-in-Law. 
She was an artful, perverſe, cruel Woman : 
And, Age had ſo much aggravated her natural 
Deformity, that the ſeemed a Fury. The 
Youth and Beauty of Florella made her appear, 
yet, more frightful ; ſhe could not bear the 
Sight of ſo fine. a Creature: She, likewiſe, 
dreaded her Wit and Underſtanding ; and 
gave her ſelf up to all the Rage of Envy. 


© You want the Soul of a Prince (would ſhe 


© often ſay to her Son) or, you could not have 
© married this mean Cottager. How can you 
© be ſo Abjee, as to make an Idol of her 2 


Þ > uf Then, 
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: Then, ſhe is as haughty, as if ſhe had been 
© born in the Palace, where ſhe lives. You 
* ſhould have followed the Example of the 
«© King, your Father : When he thought of 
taking a Wife; he preferred me, becauſe I 
© was the Daughter of a Monarch, equal to 
* Himſelf, Send away this inſignificant Shep- 
© herdeſs, to her Hamlet; and take, to your 
© Bed and Throne, ſome young Princeſs, 
* whoſe Birth is anſwerable to your own. 
Florio continued deaf to the Inſtances of his 
Mother: But, one Morning, Invideſſa got a 
Billet into her Hands, which Horella had written 
to the King: This, the gave to a young Cour- 
tier; who, by her Inſtructions, ſhewed it to 
the King; pretending to have received a Let- 
ter from his Queen, with ſuch Marks of AfF- 
fection, as were due only to his Majeſty. Flo. 
rio (blinded by his Jealouſy, and the malignant 
Inſinuations of his Mother) immediately or- 
dered Florella to be impriſoned, for Life, in a 
high Tower, built upon the Point of a Rock, 
that ſtood in the Sea. There, the wept, Night 
and Day ; not knowing, for what ſuppoſed 
Crime ſhe was ſo ſeverely treated by the 
King, who had ſo paſſonately loved her, 
She was permitted to ſee no Perſon, but an 
old Woman, to whom Invidcſſa had intruſted 
Vor. II. M ber; 
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her; and whoſe Buſineſs it was to inſult her, 
upon all Occaſions. 

Now, Florella called to mind the Village, 
the Cottage, the ſweet Privacy, and the ru- 
ral Pleaſures, ſhe had quitted. One Day, as 
ſhe fate in a penſive Poſture, overwhelmed 
with Grief, and to her ſelf accuſed the Folly 


of her Mother, who choſe rather to have her 


a beautiful unfortunate Queen, than an ugly 
contented Shepherdeſs; the old Woman, who 
was her Tormentour, came to acquaint her, 
That the King had ſent an Executioner to take 
off her Head; and that, ſhe nwſt prepare to die. 
Florella replied ; that ſhe was ready to re- 
ceive the Stroke. Accordingly, the Execu- 
tioner (ſent by the King's Order, at the Per- 
ſwaſions of Invideſſa) appeared with a drawn 
Sabre in his Hand, ready to perform his Com- 
miſſion ; when, a Woman ſtept in; who ſaid, 
ſhe came from the Queen-Mother, to ſpeak a 
Word or Two, in Private, to Horella, before 
ſhe was put to Death. The old Woman, ima- 
gining her to be One of the Ladies of the 
Court, ſuffered her to deliver her Meſſage : 
But, it was the Fairy, who had foretold the 
Misfortunes of Florella at her Birth; and had 
now aſſumed the Likeneſs of One of Invideſſa's 
Attendants. 

She 


3 
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She deſired the Company to retire a while; 
and then, ſpoke thus to Florella, in ſecret: Are 
you willing to renoutice that Beauty, which 
has proved ſo fatal to you? Are you willing to 
quit the Title of Queen; to put on your for- 
mer Habit; and to return to your Village ? 
Horella was tranſported at the Offer. There- 
upon, the Fairy applied an enchanted Viſard 
to her Face. Her Features, inſtantly, became 
deformed; all the Symmetry vaniſhed ; and 
ſhe was now as diſagreeable, as ſhe had been 
handſome. Under this Change, it was not 
poſſible to know her; and ſhe paſſed, without 
Difficulty, through the Company, who came 
to ſee her Execution. In vain, did they ſearch 
the Tower: Florella was not to be found, 
The News of this Eſcape was ſoon brought 
to the King, and 6 Fe Who com- 
manded diligent Stitch to be made after her, 
throughout the Kingdom ; buty to no Pur- 

ſe. 8 | 
"The Fairy, by this Time, had reſtored Ha. 
rella to her Mother; who would never have 
been able to recolle& her altered Looks, had 
ſhe not been let into the Circumſtances of 
her Story. Our Shepherdeſs, was, now conten- 


ted to live an ugly, poor, unknown Crea- 
M 2 ture, 


. 
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ture, in the Village; where ſhe tended Sheep. 
She frequently heard People relate, and la- 
ment over, her Adventures: Songs were 
made upon them; which drew Tears from 
all Eyes: She often took a Pleaſure in ſing- 
ing thoſe Songs, with her Companions; and 
would often weep, with the reſt: But ſtill, 
ſhe thought her ſelf happy, with her little 
Flock; and was never, once, tempted to diſ- 
cover her ſelf to any of her Acquain- 
tance. | 
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Jura ſociorum, Federa, Pactionet, Cauſa Im: 
perii cognoſcenda eſt. 55 
| Cickk. de Orat. 
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Rs HOEVER has recourſe to my 
4 * Three Firſt Political Lectures, 
WW will find, that I have in them ex- 

SR preſled my Thoughts in general, 
with reference to the moſt conſiderable 

Branches of that Knowledge, which is necef: 

ſary to be acquired by every Perſon, who ſhall 

undertake to direct, or pretend even to judge 
of, the Internal Parts of Government, 


IF Princes, and Sovereign Powers, had 50 


Relation to each other, no Intercourſe with 
their Neighbours, and conſequently no Affairs 
to tranſact, but with their own Subjects; the 


— — _— 
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* Ns 58, 64, 89. 
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Ableſt Lawyer, in all Countries where Law 
is not Occaſional, and veering with the Will 
of the Magiſtrate, would be qualify'd to 
prove the Greateſt Stateſman. But, the Expe- 
rience of all Ages teaches us, that there is 
another Compaſs of Knowledge, of a very 
different Nature from the Former, abſolutely 
requiſite in a Compleat Miniſter ; and, with. 
out ſome Degree of which, a Private Man is 
not enabled to form, to himſelf, a tolerable 
Judgment upon Publick Affairs. 

Different States may be conſidered, with 
reſpe& to one another, as Individuals ; ; and 
are (like Men in a State of Nature) free from 
any expreſs ſocial Obligation to conſtrain, or 
determine them, in their Manner of Acting. 
And, I have ſometimes looked upon that mu- 

tual Jealouſy and Diſtruſt of each other, 
which prevails through all States, together 
with a conſtant Application to Deceive by 
way of Self- Defence, to be the moſt ſpecious 
Argument, that can be urged by the Patrons 
of the Quarrelſome State of Nature, in Favour 
of their Opinion. 

But, leaving the Proprietours of the various 
Political Schemes, which never exiſted but 
in Theory, to ſettle their own Diſputes: It 
will þe ſufficient, for my Purpoſe, to obſerve 

a (bv 


* 


* 
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(be the State of Nature, what they pleaſe) 


That in Fact, ever ſince ſeparate Governments 
have been eſtabliſhed in the World, All States 
(of which any Hiſtories are extant) have, in 
all Times, ated upon no other Principle with 
Foreign Powers, than the View of promoting 
their own Intereſt. And, as they all, in their 
Turns, endeavour to circumvent, they are 
perpetually apprehenſive of being circumven- 
ted by, their Neighbours. | 
Miniſters of State, therefore, ſhould be Per- 
ſons ſufficiently enlightened in the External 
Parts of Goyernment, to take their Meaſures 
_ accordingly : Since the Safety, Wealth and 
| Greatneſs, of a People do as much depend on 
a Dexterous Management of Foreign Affairs, 
. as the Quiet and Happineſs of a Society, with- 
in Themſelves, depend upon a regular and juſt 
Adminiſtration, at Home. In order to This, a 
more Extenſive Knowledge is requiſite, than a 
certain Prime-Miniſter, J have read of, in a 
Foreign Court, was bleſt with: When Let- 
ters, of ſome Conſequence, were preſented 
to him from a Duke of Holſtein, he ſuſpected 
the Meſſengers to. be Impoſtors ; and, very cir- 
cumſpectly, ſent to the Dutch Relident to en- 
quire, whether there was any ſuch Prince in 
Europe, or in any other Quarter of the Globe, 
— THE 
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Tux main Branches of Knowledge in a 
Compleat Stateſman, relating to External Po- 
lic, may be reduced under Three General 
Heads : Firſt ; An Inſight into all the Treaties, 
which have, at any Time, been concluded be- 
tween his Maſters and Foreign Powers, in Ge- 
neral : Secondly ; A more diſtin& Knowledge 
of the Treaties and Tranſactions, which have 
been negociated between his Maſters and ſuch 
States as are, or have been, in Alliance with 
them; and more eſpecially Thoſe, with whom 
an Alliance has, for Ages, been efteemed the 

tual Intereſt of his own Countrey : Third- 
ly ; A perfect Knowledge of the different In- 
tereſts of his Neighbours, and what Relation 
they bear to the true Intereſt of his own Na- 
tion ; together with a thorough .Comprehen- 
ſion of the fundamental Principles, upon 
which the Grandeur, Glory, and Happineſs, of 
the Community, he ſerves, do really turn. 

I am in doubt, whether I ſhould not add 
(eſpecially in the preſent Age) by way of a 
ſecret Inſtruction to a Stateſman; a Penetra- 
tion into the Weakneſs, and Corruptions, of all 
his Neighbours; and the Reſolution to make 
a judicious Advantage of this Knowledge, on 
proper Occaſions, for the Good of the Pub- 
lick, Put, all theſe Qualifications ' are of a 

| narrower, 
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narrower, or more ample, Extent, in Propor- 
tion as any State has a larger, or more confi- 
ned, Communication with, or Influence over, 
the Reſt of Mankind. 

As to the Firſt of theſe General Heads 3 
the Knowledge compriſed under it will ap- 
pear very neceſſary by obſerving; that it 
is in Occaſional Treaties and Tranſactions, 
Princes are moſt apt to deceive, and moſt lia- 
ble to be deceived. The Great Politicians of 
the World ſeem to have taken up an Opinion, 
(almoſt unanimouſly) that ſuch Treaties are 
to be obſerved no longer, than Intereſt obli- 

es. 
; The famous Duke of Villeroy (whoſe Capa- 
city appears ſufficiently by the Letters, which 
paſſed between Him, the Cardinal D'Oſſat, and 
others) frankly owns; That the Intentions of 
Princes, and of thcir Fj rſt Miniſters, ought not 
to be ſ ubjefted to their Signing any Treaty, 
&c ; but their Signing to be ſubſervient to their 
Intentions. And Amelot de la Huſſay relates 
of Ferdinand the Fifth, King of Caſtile, (who 
Firſt aſſumed the Title of Catholick) That 
when Luintana acquainted him, that Lewis 
the Twelfth of France complained of haying 
been Twice cheated by him ; ; his Majeſty ve 
| honeſtly 
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honeſtly anſwered, That the Drunkard hd; for, 
be had cheated him above Ten Times. I 

To ſpeak freely to my Diſciples; Experi- 
ence has made it evident, that moſt Treaties 
of Peace are conſidered by the Generality of 
Sovereign Powers, only as a breathing Space, 
in which they may ſecurely wait for a more 
convenient Opportunity of renewing their At- 
tacks upon their Neighbours, with better Suc- 
ceſs. So long as theſe Opportunities (which 
they expect with Impatience) do not preſent 
themſelves, the Rulers of the Earth continue 
in Peace; not by Vertue of their Promiſes, 
their Oaths, and their Leagues ; but, becauſe 
it does not happen to be their Intereſt to 
break through their Engagements. So that, a 
true and ſolid Amity, among Sovereign Powers, 
is never to be expected; eſpecially, by the 
Weaker Party. It is, at beſt, but a flattering 
Appearance of Security; on which the Peo- 
ple, who rely, are ſure to, be diſappointed, if 
not ruined, in the End. 266 26 
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To the Aut hour of the FREE-THINKER, 


SIR, Decemb. 2. 1718. 


Nou ſhort Preface to the * 
Dream, you gave us Yeſterday, 
bas flattered me in a very {i ingular 
Notion concerning my Countrey- 
J men, Which! have indulged in my Thoughts, 
© for ſome Yeats : And which I ſhall now com- 
© municate to you; that I may Know, from 
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* your Judgment, what Value to ſet upon it, 
© for the Future. 
vou ſeem to be of Opinion, that Authours 
© may write in their Sleep : But, my favourite 
< Obſervation is more General; for, I carry it 
into the very midſt of Buſineſs, and even 
© through moſt of the Diverſions of Life. In 
64 Word, I am ſomewlfat Poſitive, we have 
© but very: few Perſons of either Sex, in this 
© Iſland, who are rightly Awake. 

Experience ſhews us, that Men and Wo- 
© men have the Power to walk, to ſpeak, to 
© laugh, to cry, to feel the moſt lively Pleaſures 
© and the accuteſt Pains, to rejoice, to grieve ; 
© briefly, to exert all their Paſſions, and to ſet 
© even their whole Imagination at Work, in 
© their Sleep. Many, likewiſe, ſleep in their 
© Beds with their Eyes broad open, ſtaring all 
© Night (like others in the Day-time) at No- 
© thing. Moreover ; it is acknowledged, that 
© our ſleeping Thoughts and Actions depend 
© chiefly on our Conſtitution, the Temper of 
« the Mind, our Circumſtances, our Profeſſion, 
« and the Buſineſs of the Day; which are, like- , 
© wile, the Springs of thoſe various Operations, 
© which the Vulgar call our waking Thoughts 
© and Actions. Neither muſt I forget to men- 
: tion, that there are ſome Common Expreſ- 

: © ſions 
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© fions in our Language, which ſtrongly favour 
© my Opinion. How often does a Man, when 
© he is ſurpriſed with ſome Happineſs, ſay 
© ] profeſs I am in a Dream; or, It is all a 
© Dream ! The Inadvertent cry out, on all Oc- 
« caſions ; I never dream'd of ſuch an Accident ! 
And, when we imagine a Perſon talks idly, 
© the Queſtion is, Ara you Awake ? 
© Beſides; my Hopotheſis ſeems to account 
© for. moſt of the e and the general 
Conduct of Men, more rationally than the 
© prevailing Opinion of conſidering them, as 
© Awake. Let any unprejudiced Perſon go 
© into the moſt publick Places of Rendezyous, 
© where the Sleepers reſort in Crowds; and 
© he will ſcarce find a Man, who knows what 
. © he ſays or does. For my part, I ſeldom en- 
ter a Coffee-Houſe, but I find People talking 
© their Dreams to one another. Is there any 
© Thing more uſual in the Play-Houſe, than 
©to hear an Audience break out into a loud 
© Laughter, or a noiſy Applauſe, when an 
© Actour exerts his Lungs in a Jumble of 
© Sounds, that have no Meaning or Connec- 
© tion ? On the other Hand; you may obſerve 
© them, as profoundly unafſeed, as Men in a 
© Lethargy, when a Sentence of fine Senſe is 
[3 2 uttered. How ſhall we be able to 
account 
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© account for this Abſurdity, if we ſuppoſe the 
© Spectatours awake ? I have, likewiſe, often 
© heard an Oratour, in a more folemn Aſſem- 
©bly, hold forth a long Hour, without once 
* diſcovering by one manifeſt Token, that he 
© was not aſleep : At the ſame Time, I have ob- 
© ſerved above Half of his Hearers ſunk into 
< Slumbers; and have heard ſeveral of them 
© ſnore. ; 

© So that, 4 the Whole, Mr. Fee- Thinler; 
I cannot eaſily be perſwaded to think other- 
© wiſe, than that moſt Men and Women are 
< 6ftener aſleep, than is imagined, both Abroad 
© and at Home, | 


Tam, SI R, 
Vue Air d Reader, and 
moſt affectionate Diſciple, 
ART Ns. 


T x Notion, advanced in this Letter, 
appears at firſt Sight very ſingular ; and yet, 
upon RefleRion, a Philoſopher may be apt to 
favour it ſo far, as not 'wholly to reject it: 
Since, if it is not True, it is at leaſt Plauſible 


and Ingenious. However, as my Character 
| © obli- 
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obliges me to be cautious of running into 
any Extravagance ; I think it proper, a little 
to qualify my Diſciple's Suppoſition, by ma- 
king uſe of it, in a Figurative Senſe, to illuſtrate 
Human Life: And, the Explaining the Actions 
of Men in this Light, may be termed, Ex- 
pounding Dreams. 

Upon the foregoing Hypotheſis, it may 
be obſerved; that ſeveral Perſons ſleep out 


their Youth ; and are not fully awake, till 
the Noon, or perhaps the Evening, of Life: 
And many, who are vigilant enough at their 
firſt ſetting out, begin to ſlumber in their 


Manhood ; and drop into a ſound Sleep in 
their Age : While others take one long Nap, 
for Life; which will be the Caſe of Fi- 


* nobantus, if ſome of his Friends do not 


wake, him ſoon. It may, likewiſe, be obſer- 
ved; that ſome Men are apt to grow Inap- 
prehenſive and Drowzy, in one Situation or 
Poſture, who have their Wits about them, 
in Another. This Particularity is very re- 
markable in Count Clinquant : Set him in 
an Eaſy Chair, with a Standiſh and a Sheet 
of Paper, before him, at Home ; and, generally 


ſpeaking, he will not lumber. Place him 


with the ſame Implements, at a Desk, or 
the Lower End of a Council-Board ; and he 
{hall, 


— - — — ̃ 7— — 6 7 ͤ⏑ ⏑— 
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ſhall, immediately, fall faſt aſleep. There are 


indeed. Others. ( more eſpecially - in Courts) 
who act, as if they were not awake; when, 
all the while, they very well know What 


they are about: Of this Artifice we have 


a ſignal Inſtance in Vafer, who did his own. 


Buſineſs (to the Detriment of the — 
by ſleeping a Dog ſleep. 


Before I enter farther into this new Mode 
of moralizing upon Mankind, it will be proper 


to explain, what it is to be really awake; 
that my Readers may not judge raſhly of 
Themſelves and Others, from the preceding 


Reflections. To prevent Miſtakes then, let 
it be remembre d, that Bodily Actions and 
Geſtures, and . of the Operations of the 


Mind, may be performed with great Vivacity, | 


by any, Man, in his Sleep. But, in all the Ac- 
tivity. (whether of Mind or Body) of a 

ſleeping Man, there is always ſome Incohe- 
rence or Abſurdity, which ſhows the Soul is 
not attentive to all her own Performances, 
Therefore, the never-failing Token of a Per- 
ſon's being thoroughly Awake, is his Think- 
ing and his Acting, not only Uniformly, but a- 
greeably to ſound Reaſon. Conſequently, 


when any One ſuffers an Intermiſſion in the Ex- 
erciſe of his Rational Faculties, it is the ſame 


ching, 
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thing, whether it happens to him when he is 
in Bed, or when he is walking in the Streets, 
talking in Company, ſpeaking in Parliament, 
or writing a Book: Whether the Drowſineſs 
proceeds from a Weariſomeneſs in the Animal 
Spirits, or from a Heavineſs in the Underſtan- 
ding, he is (for the Time) more or leſs aſleep, 
to all Intents and Purpoſes, _ aa”. 
From what has been ſaid, it is natural to 
conclude, that the Lives of moſt Men are 
but diſtempered Dreams, which will not bear 
even to be related : The whole Courſe of 
their Conduct is inconſiſtent; their Actions 
tend to no direct, commendable Purpoſe; and 
they vaniſh out of the World, like Shadows, 
which leave no Trace behind them, to mark 
the Place of their Exiſtente. What other 
Judgment can we form of a Doctor, who, by 
his Occaſional Productions, has acquired the 
Surname of Taconfiſtent ? The kindeſt Apolo- 
gy, that can be made for him, is to ſay, he 
wrote in his Sleep. On the other hand; it is a 
Happineſs even for the Sleepers (or they would 
not long be ſuffered to ſleep in Quiet) that 
we can ſingle out a Few Britons, who are 
very Wakeful, and unwearied 'in their En- 
deavours to prevent us from Ruin. Of this 
ſcanty Number is Euphronius Whether he 
Vor. II. N diſcourſes 
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diſcourſes, or commits his Thoughts to Wri- 
ting, he is perpetually awake ; and, what is 
moſt for his Honour, not One of his numerous 
Adverſaries has ever been able to take him 


_ 


Monday, fan. 5. 1718. 


 Auditis? An me ludit amabilis 
Inſania ? ——_ cn nn Honk. 


s to the Effects of a Contemplative 
54 LAN Enthuſiaſin, which flatters the Mind 
hs —5 If with Viſions, and Prophecys, and 

new Revelations ; they are not in- 
deed ſo immediately deſtructive, as the Influ- 
ences of * the Aftive Enthufiaſm, ſpecify'd in 
a preceding Lecture: But, they will neverthe- 
leſs appear, upon Examination, to be highly 
prejudicial to the Intereſts of Society. The 
Active Enthuſiaſm urges on its Votaries, with 


— 
Ne. 97. 


| Vehe- 
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Vehemence, to every Miſchief; The Contem- 
plative incapacitates Men to do any. Good: 
The Former diſcharges its Rage outwardly ; 
the Latter inwardly conſumes the Breaſt, in 
which it is kindled : The Activity of the One 
is a Curſe, the Supineneſs of the Other a 
Clog, upon Society. 

The bad Effects of this Quiet Entbuſiafn | 
may be reduced under Three General Heads: 
A Conſummate Ignorance; a Total Neglect 
of Vertue; and an unſociable Pride and Ar- 
rogance. 

The Peaceable Enthuſiaſt has a more expe- 
ditious Method of coming at Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, than by Study, and Reflection, and 
Experience. In vain you recommend to him 
the Uſe of Books, the Advantage of Langua- 
ges, and the Improvements of Converſation, 
to perfect his Underſtanding :: He deſpiſes the 
mean Accompliſhments of Human Science ; 
and ſoars, at once, into the Clouds of Intuitive 
Darkneſs. He ſaves himſelf the needleſs Trou- 
ble of tedious Enquiries ; and ſcorns to argue 
about Notions, which to him are Self-evident. 
He ſees Things | Paſt, Preſent, and Future, 
alike ; and equally comprehends the Will of 
God, and the Ways of Men. The Stronger 
his Imagination is, the more Powerful is his 

Ns - Con- 
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Conviction; and his Doubts vaniſh, as his Rea- 
fon declines. As his Contemplations grow 
upon him, he proceeds from one Sublimity 
to another; from Viſion to Viſion ; and from 
thence to Prophecy and Revelation; till, in 
the End, he loſes Sight of Common Senſe ; 
and feels an inexpreſſible Delight in wandering 
through the wide, pathleſs Regions of Ig- 

norance. He looks down with Abhorrence 
upon the Sinfulneſs of Human Knowledge: It 
is Audacious to pretend to examine what 
comes from Heaven; and unprejudiced Reaſon 
is Pride and Blindneſs of Heart. Thus, his 
Soul is at laſt delivered up to Deluſion; he is 
abandoned to Nonſenſe; he rejoices in Abſur- 
dities; and is (in all Appearance) utterly cut 
off from the Means of a better Information: 
Since, it is vain to argue with him, upon any 
rational Principles. 

This conſummate Ignorance is, uſually, at- 
r- with a total Neglect of Vertue. If 
the new Supernatural Light, the Enthuſiaſt 
| boaſts of, were imparted to him from Above; 
he would be thereby enlightened (One would 
think) in a very extraordinary Manner, in all 
the Ideas of Vertue. It might then be con- 
| cluded, that he had immediately received from 
fa Divine Hand that Knowledge, which other 

Mortals 
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Mortals are left to diſcover by the Uſe of 
that Reaſon, which the ſupreme Being has 
beſtowed upon them, for that Purpoſe. But, 
on the contrary ; the Enthuſiaſt is generally as 
far excelled by meer Men in Vertue, as in 
Knowledge. His pretended Inſpiration leads 
him out of the plain Tra@ of Social Vertues, 
into the Wilds of Speculation, that are of no 
Uſe to Mankind: And, he ſeems to have ta- 
ken up a Notion, that Human Vertue, as well 
as Human Knowledge, is inconſiſtent with 
What is Divine. He is all Rapture and Exta- 
ſy with the warm Conceits of his own Brain; 
which, with him, is Loving God : But, he has 
no Thought, no Care of, no Benevolence for, 
Men : Or, if he remembers any of his former 
. Notions of Vertne, he looks down upon them 
as the Beggerly Elements of groveling Mortals. 
He thinks they may ſuffice the poor Inhabitants 
of the Earth: But, as for Himſelf, he is no lon- 
ger a Member of Human Society, but a Parta- 
| ker of Heavenly Privileges; and, therefore, he 
has ſhaken off the Clog of Morals, which em- 
barraſs the Soul in its Divine Aſpirings. Happy 
is it for Mankind, that this Mad-man is of an 
indolent Temper ! And, that he is ſo loſt in 
Speculation, that he is not at Leiſure to di- 
ſturb the World! Otherwiſe, the ſame Extra- 
N 3 vagance 
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vagance of Imagination would make him a 
Deſtroyer of his Fellow Creatures. He, that 
can indulge himſelf in doing no Good, would 
not be backward, were he of a more active 
Temper, to execute the greateſt Miſchiefs : 
So that, the Safety and Peace of others is whol- 
ly owing to the Lazineſs of his Diſpoſition. 

But, what confirms this Viſionary Wretch, 
yet more, in his Diſregard of Vertue, is the . 
unſociable Pride and Arrogance, natural to a 
Perſon of his Complexion. 

As an uncommon Degree of Self Conceit 
and Contempt of others muſt prevail in the 
Mind of Man, before Enthuſiaſm can find 
Admittance; ſo, when it has taken Poſſeſſion 
of the Soul, it fortifies and augments that In- 
ſolence and Vanity, which firſt gave it Birth. 
The Enthuſiaſt is, in his own Imagination, ex- 
alted ſo high above all ſober Men, that they 
are beneath his Notice; unleſs it be to com- 
miſerate their abject Condition. Having his 
Soul filled with Raptures, which he miſtakes 
for Heavenly, while they are, in Reality, Sen- 
ſual Chimeras ; he has no Feeling of the Sen- 
timents of Humanity, nor Leiſure to concern 
himſelf in the Affairs of Men. In the mean 
Time, he imagines he amply atones for his 

Contempt of Mankind, by an affected, unſin- 


cere 
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cere Humility towards God; to whom he i® 
full of his Acknowledgments for immenſe 
Talents, which He never gave him. In order 
to ſhew his Spiritual Humility, he gives up 
his Underſtanding at once, and diveſts himſelf 
of every Faculty, which the Authour of all 
Beings did actually give him to be improved, 
and not deſtroyed. If he had the Reflection 
to know his own Heart, he would ſoon diſ- 
cern this Farce of Humbling himſelf into 
Nonſenſe, to be the Height of Spiritual Pride : 
For, he preſumes, all the while, that he has 
gained the Almighty to Himſelf; and that the 
Extravagance of his vain Wiſhes ſhall be an- 
ſwered, He has fulfilled all Vertue, as he calls 
it, and merits every Reward. 
Such are the principal Failings of the Indo- 
lent, Viſionary Enthuſiaſt. Upon the whole, 
it may be obſerved; that both the Active, and 
the Contemplative, Enthuſiaſm, proceed from 
the utmoſt Extravagance of a diſtempered 
Imagination, The one turns Men into Drones 
and Ideots; and the other makes them Da- 


ring in the greateſt Crimes. 


N 4 Friday, 


—— 
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 Infert ſe ſeptus nebula (mirabile dictu) 
Per medios, miſcetque wiris ; neque cernitur 
ulli. b VIRG, 


RR HOSE, who are pleaſed with the 
4.7 69s; Hiſtory of Florio and Florella will 
FN thank me for another Piece of the 
— ſame Kind, as Inſtructive as the 
Former; and which may be more particular- 
ly of Uſe to Lovers, and to ſuch Husbands and 
Wives as happen to be Fond of each other. 
TuIERAI was a King, whoſe Name was 
Alfarute ; feared by all his Neighbours, and 
loved by all his Subjects. He was wiſe, 
good, juſt, valiant ; and deficient in no Qua- 
lity, requiſite in a Great Prince. A Fairy came 
to him, one Day ; and told him, that he would 
ſoon find himſelf plunged into great Dif- 


Gy — — 
5 - 4 . 


Ne 8. 
ficul- 
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ficulties, if he did not make uſe of the Ring, 
which ſhe then put on his Finger. When he 
turned the Stone of the Ring to the Inſide of 
his Hand, he became Inviſible; and when he 
turned the Diamond 1 be became Vi- 
ſible again. 


He was mightily pleaſed with this Preſent ; 
and ſoon grew ſenſible of the ineſtimable Va- 


lue of it. When he ſuſpected any One of 
his Subjects, he went into that Man's Houſe 
and Cloſet, with his Diamond turned Inward ; 
and heard and ſaw all the Secrets of the Fa- 
mily, without being perceived. When he miſ- 
truſted the Deſigns of any Neighbouring Po- 
tentate, he would take a long Journey unac- 
companyed, to be preſent in his moſt private 
+ Counſels, and learn every thing, without the 
Fear of being diſcovered. By this means, he 
_ eaſily prevented every Intention to his Preju- 
dice; he fruſtrated ſeveral Conſpiracies formed 
againſt his Perſon; and diſconcerted all the 
Meaſures of his Enemies for his Overthrow. 
. Nevertheleſs, he was not thoroughly ſatis- 
fied with his Ring: And he requeſted of the 
Fairy the Power of conveying Himſelf, in an 
Inſtant; from one Countrey to another; that 
he might make a more convenient and rea- 
dy Uſe of the Enchanted Ring. The Fairy 
replyed ; 


* 


202 The FREE-THIN KER. No 84 
reply d; You ask too much: Let me conjure 
you not to. covet a Power, which I foreſee 
will, one Day, be the Cauſe of your Miſery ; 
though the particular Manner thereof be con- 
cealed from me. The King would not liſten 
to her Intreaties ; but, ſtill urged his Requeſt. 
Since then, you will have it ſo (ſaid ſhe) 1 
muſt neceſſarily grant you a, Favour, of which 
you will dearly repent. Hereupon, ſhe chafed 
his Shoulders with a fragrant Liquour : When, 
immediately he perceived little Wings ſhoot- 
ing at his Back. Theſe little Wings were 
not diſcernable under his Habit: And, when 
he had a Mind to fly, he needed only to touch 
them with his Hand, and they would ſpread 
ſo as to bear him through the Air, ſwifter 
than an Eagle. When he had no farther Oc- 
caſion for his Wings, with a Touch they 
ihrunk again to ſo ſmall a Size, as to lie con- 
cealed under his Garment. 

By this Magick, Alfarute was able to tran- 
ſlate himſelf, in a few Moments, wherever 
he pleaſed. He knew every Thing ; and no 
Man could conceive how he came by his In- 
telligence : For, he would often retire into 
his Cloſet, and pretend to be ſhut up there the 
whole Day, with ſtrict Orders not to be diſ- 


turbed : Then, making himſelf Inviſible with 
his 
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his Ring, he would enlarge his Wings with a 
Touch; and traverſe vaſt Countries. By this 
Power, he entered into very extraordinary 
Wars; and never failed to Triumph. But, 
as he continually ſaw into the Secrets of Men, 
he diſcovered ſo much Wickedneſs and Diſſi- 
mulation, that he could no longer place a 
Confidence in any Man. The more redouted 
and powerful he grew, the leſs he was be- 
loved; and he found, that even They, to 
whom he had been moſt bountiful, had no 
Gratitude nor Affection toward him. 

In this diſconſolate Condition, he reſolved 
to ſearch through the wide World, till he 
found a Woman compleat in Beauty and all 
good Qualities, willing to be his Wife; One, 
- who ſhould love him, and ſtudy to make him 
Happy. Long did he ſearch in vain : And, 
as he ſaw all, without being ſeen, he diſco- 
vered the moſt hidden Wiles and Failings 
of the Sex. He viſited all the Courts; 
where he found the Ladies unſincere, fond 
of Admirers ; and ſo enamoured with their 
own Perſons, that their Hearts were not ca- 
pable of entertaining any true Love for a 
Husband. He went, likewiſe, into all the 
Private Families : He found, -One was of an 
Inconſtant, Volatile Diſpoſition ; Another was. 

| | Cunning 
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Cunning and Artful ; a Third, Haughty ; a 
Fourth, Capricious ; almoſt All, Faithleſs 
Vain, and full of Idolatry to theix oun 
Charms. 

Under theſe Diſappointments, he reſolved 
to carry his Enquiry through the loweſt Con- 
ditions of Life. Whereupon, at laſt he found 
the Daughter of a poor Labourer, Fair as 
the brighteſt Morning ; but Simple and Inge- 
nuous in all her Beauty; which ſhe. diſre- 
garded, and which, in reality, was the leaſt 
of her Perfections: For, ſhe had an Under- 
ſtanding and a Vertue, which outſhone all 
the Graces of her Perſon. All the Youth of 
the Neighbourhood were impatient to ſee 
her ; and more impatient, after they had ſeen 
her, to obtain her in Marriage : None doubt- 


ing of being compleatly happy with ſuch a 


Wite. 
| King Alfarute beheld her; and he lod 


her, 55 demanded her of the Father; who 
was tranſported with the Thoughts of his 
Daughter becoming a Great Queen. Clarin- 
da (ſo was ſhe called) went from her Fa- 
ther's Hut into a magnificent Palace; where 
ſhe was received by a numerous Court. She 
was not dazled, nor diſconcerted, at the ſud- 


dain Change : She preſerved her Simplicity, 
her 


No 84 The FrxEE-THINKER. 205 


her Modeſty, her Verrue ; and forgot not the 
Place of her Birth, when ſhe was in the 
Height of her Glory. The King's Affections 
for her encreaſed Daily; and — believed, he 
ſhould at laſt arrive at perfect Happineſs: 
Neither was he already far from it; ſo much 
did he begin to confide in the Goodneſs of 
his Queen. He often rendered himſelf Invi- 
ſible to obſerve her, and to ſurprize her: 
But, he never diſcovered any Thing in her, 
that was not worthy of his Admiration. So 
that now, there was but a very ſmall Re- 
mainder of Jealouſy and Diſtruſt, blended with 
his Love. | 

The Fairy, who had foretold the fatal 
Conſequences of his | Laſt Requeſt, came 
* ſo often to warn him, that he thought her 
Importunity troubleſome. Therefore, he gave 
Orders, that ſhe ſhould no longer be admit- 
ted into the Palace ; and enjoyned the Queen 
not to receive — Viſits, for the Future. 
The Queen piomiſed to obey his Commands; 
but, not without much Vawiogpele, becauſe 
the loved this Good Fairy. 

It happened one Day, when the King was 
upon a Progreſs, that the Fairy, deſirous to 
_ inſtruct the Queen in Futurity, entered her 
Apartment in the Appearance of a young 


Officer; 
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Officer; and immediately declared, in a Whiſ- 
per, who ſhe was: Whereupon, the Queen 
embraced her with Tenderneſs. The King, 
who was then Inviſible, perceived it ; and 
was inſtantly fired with Jealouſy. He drew 
his Sword, and pierced the Queen ; who fell 
expiring into his Arms, In that Moment the 
Fairy reſumed her true Shape ; whereupon, 
the King knew her; and was convinced of the 
Queen's Innocence. Then, would he have 
killed Himſelf : But, the Fairy with-held his 
Hand]; and ſtrove to comfort him: When the 
Queen, breathing out her laſt Words, ſaid; 
Though I die by your Hand, I die wholly 
yours. 

1 Too late, now, Alfarute curſed his Folly, 
that put him upon wreſting a Boon from 
the Fairy, which proved his Miſery. He re- 
turned the Ring ; and defired his Wings 
might be taken from him. The remaining 
'Days of his Life, he paſſed in Bitterneſs and 
' Grief ; knowing no other Conſolation, but to 
| weep perpetually over Clarinda's Tomb. 
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— Ingenuas didiciſſe fideliter artes 
Emollit mores, nec ſinit eſſe feros, 
. X : Ovry. 


BY H A VE, now, given my Scholars a 
Fl Reſpite from Philoſophy, for above 
Three Months; that they might 
2 baue ſuffcient Leiſure to'examine 
into | the Reaſonableneſs of my Preliminary 
Lectures, diſperſed through the Firſt Half- 
Year's Papers. To that Set of Leſſons, I may 
now venture to ſubjoyn ſome other Diſcour- 
ſes, by way of Supplement, to enlarge the 
Minds of my Readers yet farther ; fo as to 
render them not only ſtill more capable, but 
likewiſe more inclinable, to improve their 
Underſtandimgs. 

T O proceed then: Since the main Drift 
of my Labours, is to promote the Study of 
Truth, amongſt my Countreymen; it may not 
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be amiſs, to take Notice of the moſt obvious 
Diſcouragements Knowledge lies under, with 
the Generality of Men; and to endeavour to 
remove their Prejudices, in this Point. Now, 
there are Two very Popular Objections (to 
which moſt of the other may be reduced) by 
which Numbers are flackened in their Purſute 
of Knowledge: The One conſiſts in repreſen- 
ting it as Dangerous; the Other, as an Un- 
profitable and Contemptible Acquiſition. 
There have been ſome Artful, and many 
Ignorant Perſons, who have looked upon the 
Growth of Knowledge with an evil Eye; as 
if, the ſpreading of it among the People por- 
tended Danger to the State ; by enabling Sub- 
jects to ſee too far into the Deſigns of their 
Governours, and empowering them more ef- 
fectually to obſtruct, or countermine, the 
Meaſures of their Superiours, as often as they 
ſuſpect or diſlike their Proceedings. 
Theſe Refiners in Politicks imagine, the 
World would be more Peaceable, and that 
Revolutions in all Governments would be leſs 
frequent, if Private Perſons were let into no 
Knowledge beyond the Tillage of the Earth, 
and other manual Occupations, immediately 
ſubſervient to the Neceſſities of Life; and 
6 that the beſt Diſpoſition, the 
Bulk 
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Bulk of a Nation can be in, is to have their 
Underſtandings humbled to an almoſt brutiſh 
Stupidity ; and duly qualified to receive what 
their Superiours ſhall, at any Time, recommend 
to them, as proper to be Known, Believed, 
and Obeyed, with a blind implicit Aſſent, and 
an unlimited Paſſive Submiſſion. 

This happy State of Ignorance in the peo- 
ple is, indeed, very advantageous to thoſe 
Rulers, who do not proceed upon the unalte- 
rable Principles of Juſtice and Equity; but, 
by the Sovereign Arbitrarineſs of their own 
Will, as the Extravagance of their Paſſions, 
or the Flattery, and ill Advice of Others, ma 
diſpoſe them to act. This muſt likewiſe be 
allowed to be a very Orthodox Scheme, where 
They, who are termed Spiritual Superiours 
and Guides, have a Set of Notions, to im- 
poſe on the Community, that will not bear 
the Teſt of an impartial Examination. But, 
in a Countrey, where the Government is ad- 
miniſtred in purſuance of Expreſs Laws, and 
where thoſe Laws are intended to copy the 
Dictates of Equity and Juſtice, in order to 
promote the Good of the whole Body- Poli- 
tick; as likewiſe, where the Foundation of 
the Eſtabliſhed Religion is laid in Right Rea- 
ſon, and the genuine Senſe of the e 
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there can be no juſtifiable Pretence for diſcou- 
' raging the Propagation of Knowledge, or for 
| Jabouring to introduce a General Ignorance. 
The more univerſally Knowledge is ſpread 
amongſt a People, the more properly may 
their Prince be ſaid to reign over Men: Since 
the Abilities of the Mind chiefly diſtinguiſh 
Man, and raiſe him above the Brute Creation. 
Neither is Knowledge and Learning in the 
Subjects of any real Danger, but a Security, 
t Governments in General. 
The greateſt Part of what is called Know- 
Willys: no way relates to Government : Nei- 
ther does it enable, or diſpoſe a Private per- 
ſon, to paſs a Judgment on the Political Ac- 
tions and Conduct of his Superiours. A Man 
may be a great Mathematician, an experien- 
ced Natural Philoſopher, a profound Meta- 
phyſician; may underſtand many Languages, 
| or have made a conſiderable Progreſs in Polite 
Literature; without making any farther Ad- 
vancement in Politicks, than he would have 
made, if he had been all the while following 
the Plough. Accordingly, We have ſeen a 
Late neighbouring Monarch, in the midſt of 
a moſt Tyrannical Adminiſtration at Home, 
and the moſt unjuſt Uſurpations Abroad, affect 
and acquire the Reputation of being the great 
Patron 
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Patron and Encourager of Arts and Sciences ; 
without ever apprehending, or indeed experi- 
encing, any Danger thereby, to his ambitious 
Deſigns. 

A Knowledge of the Meaſures of Right 
and Wrong ; of the Reaſons and Principles of 
Government; its Eſſential Powers and Conſti- 
tuent Parts in General; what are the particu» 
lar Laws and Conſtitution of a Countrey; to- 
gether, with a Skill in the Hiſtory of that and 
other Nations it may interfere with :. Theſe 
are the Studies, which have an immediate Re- 
lation to any Government. He, who com- 
prehends this Compaſs of Knowledge, is in- 
deed qualify'd to judge when a Government 
purſues the Ends, for which it is inſtituted ; 
. whether it proceeds to thoſe Ends by proper 
Methods; and with what Probability of Suc- 
ceſs: His Abilities likewiſe, enlightened with 
ſuch proper Knowledge, may ſerve him to 
embarraſs, and even to obſtruct, his Superiours 
in proſecuting the wiſeſt and moſt laudable 
Deligns for the Safety, or the Welfare, of the 
Publick. 

But, if the Fear of Obſtructions, that may 
ariſe from Men of Skill and Knowledge, is a 
Reaſon for diſcouraging Studies of this Na. 
ture; how ſhall a State (eſpecially where the 

O 2 People 
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People are a Branch of the Legiſlature) be fur- 
niſned with Perſons of ſuitable Abilities for 
Foreign Negociations, and Domeſtick Admi- 


niſtration; to provide, at once, for the Secu- 


rity of the Prince, and the Welfare of the 
People ? Nor is it the Knowledge any One 
may have, which incites him to «diſturb the 
State ; but his Ambition, or Revenge, or ſome 


other exorbitant Paſſion, which prompts him 


to make an ill Uſe of his Knowledge. 

On the contrary; as the Men verſed in Po- 
litical Studies, beſt know the Neceſſity there 
is of ſome ſettled Form of Government to 
maintain Peace and Order; as likewiſe, that 
every Form is liable to ſome Inconveniencies ; 
that the wiſeſt Governours are not entirely 
free from Failings and Errours ; and that the 
beſt concerted Deſigns often miſcarry through 


the Negligence, or Imprudence, of ſuch as are 


employ'd in them ; or, through the unreaſon- 
able Oppoſitions of a perverſe Party : Theſe 
Knowing Men are leaſt apt to be reſtleſs under 
the unavoidable Grievances and Reſtraints, 
that happen ſometimes in all Governments ; 
and will be moſt inclinable to bear with, and 
to judge favourably of, the Miſcarriages and 
Overſights of their Superiours. | 

Moreover ; 
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Moreover ; If we take a View of the 
World, we ſhall not find, that the Diſturban- 
ces in its different States have been fomented, 
and carried on, by the ſedulous Purſuers of 
Knowledge; but, by a more Active and Enter- 
priſing Kind of Men. Rebellions, Seditions, 
and Factions, take their Riſe not among ſuch 
Perſons as delight in the Privacy and Obſcuri- 
ty of their Study; but among the ſprightly 
Contemners of Arts and Sciences, who love 
to appear on the Publick Theatre: The Spirit 
of Turbulency does not come from the Peru- 
ſers of Books, and Cultivaters of Ingenuity; 
but from the Readers of Men, who ſtudy Bu- 
ſineſs by practicing it. Give the Former but 
Leiſure, and a moderate Income to enable 
them to purſue their favourite Enquiries, and 
you may govern ſmoothly for them: But, the 
Latter grow inipatient to make a Figure; and 
will oppoſe the greateſt Advantages for their 
Countrey, except they can find their particu- 
lar Account in it, or ſhare in the Glory of 
tranſacting it. | 

Laſtly ; If, from What is properly called 
Learning, we deſcend to the Lower Degrees 
of Knowledge; even There, the Objection will 
not hold. A moderate Skill in judging of an 
Argument, and ſome Inſight into the Reaſons 

O 3 of 
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of the Common Occurrences, which are the 
uſual Topicks of Converſation, is ſo far from 
being more dangerous to Governments, than 
a profound Ignorance ; that, the moſt Gene- 
ral Commotions are by Cunning Men ſet on 
Foot, and carry'd on, by deluding the moſt 
unknowing Part of their Fellow-Subjects with 
ſome ſpecious Pretence of the Truth of cer- 
tain Notions, of which the poor Ignorants are 
wholly unable to make a right Judgment. 
And, if we conſult Hiſtory ; We ſhall often 
find the Multitude, for want of the Loweſt 
Degree of Knowledge and Common Senſe, 
made the Inſtruments of bringing Slavery up- 
on themſelves; and, of reducing their Coun- 
trey to Miſery and Deſolation. 
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Bis eft gratum quod opus eſt, ultro ſi offeras. 
PuBr. SyR. 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 
SER. © Jan. 8. 1718. 
ö E Incloſed is the Copy of a Let- 
= © ter to a Friend of mine, who had 

lately the Misfortune to become 
DO © a Bankrupt. You may perhaps 

« think it proper to be inſerted in one of your 
© Papers, to inſpire the Ladies with Generoſi- 
* ty, by a Female Example; which. is all, that 
is intended by this Preſent, from one of your 


* Admyers. 


Dear BROTHER, London, Oct. 29. 1718. 
: ] Believe, you will not be more ſurpriſed 
with a Letter from me, than I was by 


*-never hearing from or ſeeing you, ſince we 
O 4 |  * parted 
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5 parted at Kenſington. On that Occaſion „1 
© cannot but accuſe you of a Breach of Friend- 
© ſhip, though not of Truſt : For, I doubt not, 
© but you can give me a ſatisfactory Reaſon 
© for the One, though not for the Other. 

© Belides; you promiſed, Never to forſake 
* me, whilſt I was worth a Groat : And, you 
© know, I am worth Four Thouſand Pounds, 
* ſtill ; which is more, than you had to Begin 
: with at Firſt, 

© If you will come over ſoon, you ſhall have 
© it All, to try your Fortune once again: And 
© I promiſe you, to Live within Fifty Pounds a 
« Year, till you have doubled it. And, to 
© ſatisfy you, I do not propoſe This, with a 
View to make any Advantage of what is 
© Paſt; I aſſure you, I ſhall with Pleaſure quit 
© all Pretenſions to any Thing, you may ac- 
© quire, for the Time to come. 

© But, I cannot bear to think of your li- 
© ving out of England, in a Countrey, where 
© it is impoſſible you ſhould find ſo many 
© Friends, as Here. This is your Time to 
* try Them: And, by what I can learn, every 
© One is more — ſor your Loſs, than 
© for their own ; and I do not doubt, but 
they would All ſerve you, when you think 
it convenient to Return. But, if you can give 

* any 
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© any good Reaſon, why you will not come; 
© 1 deſire, you will let me know how I may 
© remit you an Hundred Pounds ; for, I would 
© not have you want honeſt Pleaſures, any more 
© than bare Conveniences. Therefore, do not 
c oive your ſelf up to Melancholy, nor tor- 
© ment your ſelf with Fancies of what the 
World may ſay of you; for, you have more 
© Friends in it, ſtill, than any Man under the 
© like Misfortune. 

5 I ſhould be glad to know, whether you 
© have any Thoughts of obliging us ſoon, by 
* returning to your Bulineſs in London ; be- 
© cauſe, I would order my Affairs according- 
© ly, in the manner moſt ſerviceable to you. 
©I had Word ſent me, laſt Night, of a cer- 
+ © tain Perſon's Death; and that Many were 
© about taking her Houſe : But, I ſhall let That 
and other Deſigns alone, unleſs you will pro- 
© miſe to be with me ſometimes ; and then, 
I would Rent a Houle at a convenient Diſ- 
© tance for you, to retire to on Saturday- 
Nights. 

© But, if Nothing, I have ſaid, will prevail 
© with you, I have one Thing more to of- 
* fer; which (I hope) will make you laugh 
cat leaſt : I will Marry againſt Conſent, -on 

* Purpoſe to give you Half my Fortune, The 
© Ladies 
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© Ladies, in a certain Place, are much concern'd 
for you; but, they hope yet to hear you ſing 
« with a Lighter Heart, than when the Swediſh 
© Ship was in Danger. 

<1 am got to my Old Friend Mrs. D's, 
© where we drink your Health, at Night, in 
© warm Ale; and hope, you will pledge us 
© in Champagne and Burgundy, and live as mer- 
© ry, as you can: But, remember, in every 
© Condition, to preſerve your Religion and 
your Allegiance. But, you will fay, I am 
beginning to Cant; ſo, it is time to Con- 
© clude ; which I ſhall do, wiſhing you all 
© Health and Happineſs; con che bacio li mani. 

HOW beautiful and engaging are the Sen- 
timents of a fine Mind, expreſſed in an art- 
leſs, ſimple Manner! And how flat and inſi- 
pid are the laboured Writings of ſome Men 
of Skill, who ſcarce ever feel the Language 
of the Heart ! And who, becauſe their Souls 
are inſenſible to all generons Paſſions, can ne- 
ver, with all their rounded Periods, intereſt 
the Affections of their Readers. The natu- 
ral Style, and the familiar Circumſtances, 
which run through this Lady's Letter, will 


render it more entertaining to Perſons of an 


elegant Taſte, than one of Voiturc's Letters, 


wherein he moſt affects to be Witty : So * 
0 
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do the genuine Dictates of Nature pleaſe 
and inſtruct, beyond the Sallies of the live lieſt 
Imagination. 

I with Inſtances of Friendſhip and Genero- 
ſity were ſo Common amongſt our Females, 
that this Example was not to be admired for 
its Singularity, The Writer of this Letter, I 
know, will be ſurpriſed, but (I hope) not 
diſpleaſed, when ſhe ſees it in this Paper ; 
ſince it will probably inſpire ſeveral young La- 
dies with the Love of Domeſtick Vertues; in 
which alone their Sex an, moſt Ps ex- 
cell. 

Thouſands of my Readers will ary and 
approve of, this Lady's Vertue : But, How 
Many will And their Hearts diſpoſed to rival 
her, as Occaſions offer? And yet, I am per- 
ſuaded, it is for the Intereſt of Every One, 
that this Generoſity of Temper ſhould uni- 
verſally prevail, through Both Sexes. If the 
Ties of Friendſhip and Benevolence were al- 
ways mutual, and preſerved entire amongſt the 
little Societies, formed by Conſanguinity or 
Intimacy; no Perſons of any Merit and Induſ- 
try would be reduced to inſurmountable Dif- 
ficulties, by the ſmall Imprudences, or the 
unforeſeen Events and Storms, of Life. Eve- 
ry Man would find a Support under his Ne- 
0 e | ceſſities ; 
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ceſſities; and be, by that Means, convinced, 
he could do nothing better for his own Ad- 
vantage, than to aſſiſt Others in his Turn. 
This is the greateſt Security againſt Misfor- 
tunes: And in this Senſe, at leaſt, Vertue 
may Ay properly be ſaid to be It own Re- 
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Doftrina ſed vim promovet inſitam; 
| Reffique cultus peftora roborant. Ho. 


AG YI O purſue my Eighty- Fifth Lecture: 


1am now to remove the Preju- 
dice of Thoſe Perſons, who un- 
derxvalue Knowledge, by taking it 
to be a Contemptible Acquiſition : A Slur 
frequently caſt, by the Ignorant, partly upon 
Knowledge in General; and, partly upon ſe- 


veral of its Branches. | 
Taz Contempt, thrown upon Knowledge 


in General, ariſes from Two Objections: The 
One, 
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One, repreſenting it, as unprofitable to the 
Poſſeſſour; the Other, as diſabling, rather than 
qualifying, a Man for Buſineſs. 

Firſt then: It is a great — to 
Vulgar Minds, from ſearching after Knowledge, 
when they are once perſwaded, there is Little 
or Nothing to be got by it. The Queſtion is, 
will the Student's Labour recompence him 
with large Poſſeſſions, or fill his empty Cof- 
fers ? At the ſame Time, Men of a Better 
Education, and in High Stations, frequently 
deride the Simplicity of thoſe, who are eager- 
ly engaged in the Diſquiſitions of Truth; 
while Others (with leſs Pains and Application) 
ſhare the Places of Honour and Profit. But, 
this Objection bears with equal Force againſt 
* ſeveral other Accompliſhments (as well as 
againſt Learning) which no Man, who is not 
degenerated into Stupidity, or the moſt ſordid 
Avarice, would be thought entirely to re- 
nounce : Particularly, a graceful Behaviour, 
an engaging Affability, a perſuaſive Eloquence, 
a Readineſs of Wit, Soundneſs of Judgment, a 
manly Courage; with many other Perfections, 
that might be enumerated. And, though all 
theſe Qualifications are of Service to Men in 
Life; yet, it will be difficult to calculate what 
particular Profit accrues from any one, or 

more, 


* 
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more, of them to the Poſſeſſour. In the like 
Manner, Knowledge may be a very valuable 
- Acquilition, notwithſtanding we cannot always 
aſſign the exact Proportion of the Advantage, 
it may bring to the Man of Learning. 

It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that in all 
Ages They, who have made the moſt uſeful 
Diſcoveries of hidden Truths, were animated 
by a nobler Paſſion, than the Love of Gain. 
They were ſo enamoured with the Charms of 
Knowledge, that (even, notwithſtanding their 
narrow Circumſtances) Riches had no Allure- 
ments to ſlacken their Enquiries ; thinking 
themſelves more gloriouſly rewarded by the 
ſublime Speculations they brought to Light, 
than if they had ſucceeded in the moſt extra- 
vagant Purſuits of Avarice or Ambition, 

It is to the Men, who have neglected the 
Advantages of an Active Life, that we ſtand 
indebted for the Diſcovering, and Methodi- 
zing of the Great Truths in Philoſophy, Ma- 
thematicks, and other Parts of Learning, from 
which Mankind reap ſo much Benefit. And 
if Others, after the Example of their Renown+ 
ed Predeceſſours, can be pleaſed with a mo- 
derate Fortune, that they may be more at 
Leiſure to ſtore their Minds with Knowledge ; 


or, to communicate their Treaſure to Man- 
kind 
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kind by their Writings ; they may hope for a 
Pardon from thoſe, who are engaged in the 
Plunder of the World; as leaving them the 
more Room, and caſing them of Rivals, who 
by their Performances ſhew, they did not 
want either Capacity, or Application (if they 
had thought fit) to thine in Courts or Camps, 
on the Exchange, or in V eftminſter-Hall. If, 
therefore, the Men conſpicuous in Retirement 
have preferred either the Pleaſure of contem- 
plating Truth, or the Deſire of an innocent 
Fame from their Works, or the Hope of be- 
coming Beneficial to the preſent, and to 
future Ages, to the Love of Grandeur and 
Wealth; let this Singularity of theirs be, at 
leaſt, excuſed ; ſince it is to Themſelves moſt 

+ Delightful, Advantageous to Many, and Hurt- 
ful to None. | 
But the Force of the Objeaion, I am now 
combating, will be quite deſtroyed, if we ob- 
ſerve ; that there have, in all Times, and in 
all Countries, been ſeveral Perſons, whom the 
Merit of their Learning. has advanced to the 
higheſt Stations, without the Aſſiſtance of 
other Friends, than thoſe their eſtabliſhed Re- 
putation had procured them. And, if there 
have been Many, who had Reaſon to hope, 
and who probably might expect, the like Suc- 
cels 3 
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' ceſs; and yet have found a different Fate; 
This will not appear very ſtrange, if we make 
ſome obvious Reflections both on the Patrons, 
who beſtow, and on the Candidates, who 
aſpire to, Preferments, . | 
It often happens, that They, who have it 
in their Power to patronize Merit, are not 
the beſt Judges of it; or, at leaſt, are miſin- 

formed in the Characters of Men, ſo as blind- 
ly to beſtow on unworthy Perſons, what 
ould be the Portion of the Deſerving. 
There are other Patrons, who regard the 
Court and Application made to them, the 
Recommendation of Friends, and ſometimes 
more ſordid Conſiderations, more than the 
Merit of the Perſons, who ſeek their Favour. 
And, there are certain JunQures, wherein Great 
Men happen to be ſo embarraſſed in the moſt 
laudable Deſigns, by Party-Oppoſition, that 
they are forced, in Defence of the Publick 
and Themſelves, to regard the Zeal and Aﬀec- 
tion for their Perſons and Cauſe in thoſe They 
prefer, more (perhaps) than is conſiſtent with 
the true Intereſt and Glory of their Countrey, 
in ſmoother Seaſons. Therefore, when Men, 
eminent for uſeful Knowledge, find Them- 
ſelves neglected through no Fault of their 
own, they muſt impute it to the Worthleſs- 
neſs 
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neſs or Ignorance of their Patrons, or to the 


Turbulency of the Times; and not imagine 


their Learning ſtands in their Way. 


But; if many Learned Men would impar⸗ pe 
tially examine Themſelves, they would have 
Reaſon to impute the Diſregard they often 
meet with, chiefly to their own ill Conduct. 

It would, indeed, be much for the Credit | 


and the Service of Society, that no Man's 
| Modeſty ſhould be a Hindrance to his Advance- 
ment; but, that Merit might expect to be 
| ſought after, and called upon, to quit its Re- 
tirement. Nevertheleſs, it muſt be acknowledg· 
ed, that the Man of Merit would have little 
Cauſe to complain, if he was regarded, when 
he fairly offered Himſelf. Neither can it be 
ſuppoſed, that Perſons in Power ſhould, in 


the Multiplicity and Hurry of Buſineſs, have 


either the Inclination, or the Leiſure, to hunt 
after concealed Worth: So that, if the Scholar 
does nothing to manifeſt himſelf to the World, 
and to draw the Attention of his Superiours ; 


he can reaſonably blame only Himſelf, for his 


Want of Preferment. 
Again ; it too often happens, that a Man of 
diſtinguiſhed Knowledge is ſo intoxicated with 


pride and Self-Conceit, and treats the Leſs- 


knowing with ſuch Contempt, that he raiſes a 
Vo I. I, P General 
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General III-will towards himſelf; and Man- 
kind juſtly combine to neglect Rewarding the 
Learning, that is over-ballanced with Inſo- 
lence. There are Others, who (with their 
Share of Knowledge) are blemiſhed with ſome 
Defeat, which renders them contemptible. 
One may have a mean, ſervile Spirit; Ano- 
ther, a Rudeneſs of Behaviour ; A Third, a pe- 
dantick, contentious Converſation ; A Fourth, 
may not have the leaſt Judgment or Diſcre- 
tion in the common Concerns of Life; And 
a Fifth, may be notorious for ſome ſcandalous 
Practice, or vicious Habits : All which Ble- 
miſhes caſt a Cloud, more or leſs, over their 
Knowledge, and hinder it from ſhining forth 
in its full Luſtre. 
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1 5 HERE is no Crime, Men are re- 
ITE ſtrained from with greater Difficul- 
. than the Deſire of communi- 
caating forbidden Knowledge; which 
when they dare not openly propagate, they 
will find a Thouſand Arts of inſinuating; ſo as 
to ſpread it imperceptibly through the World, 
Theſe concealed Inſtructions (like the clan- 
deſtine Meſſages of ſecluded Lovers) are mu- 
tually conveyed, and underſtood, amongſt the 
Wiſe and the Vertuous; while they eſcape the 
Obſervation of the Malicious and the Igno- 

| P 3 | rant. 
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rant. The Pleaſure and Advantage of this 
ſecret Intercourſe is ſo great, that it will al- 
ways be maintained by ſome happy Stealth, 
even where every Avenue ſeems to be guar- 
ded againſt it. The Love of Truth is full of 
Subtiley and Invention, beyond what any 
 meaner Loves can inſpire; and has contrived 
more innocent Wiles and Stratagems, to elude 
the Jealouſy of her Watchful Obſervers, than 
were, ever, practiced by the Nymphs and Shep- 
herds of Arcadia. 

I am led into this Strain of Romantick Re- 
flections by a little Piece, written in the Caſti- 
lian Tongue, by Don Fuan de Velaſco (a Knight 
of the Order of Calatrava, deſcended from a 
Noble Family in Old Caſtile) who was a con- 
cealed Lover of Truth; and diſguiſed this 
Libertine Inclination (which would have been 
- eſteemed a greater Blemiſh to his Character, 
than the moſt criminal Intrigue) under the 
careleſs Air of a Novel. The Original is a 
little Myſterious, and needs more Explana- 
tion, than could ſafely have been given, in its 
native Language : But, when I have taken it 
out of this Obſcurity, it will furniſh a very in- 
ſtructive Entertainment to my Diſciples ; who 
will (doubtleſs) be pleaſed with ſuch an un- 
common Curiolity, as a Spaniſh Free-Thinker. 

AS 
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AS the Philoſophy of this little Tale turns 


upon a ſingle Incident, it will not be neceſſa 
to relate the whole Train of Adyentures, con- 
tained in it. Aſtolſo, who is the Hero of the 
Piece, attempts to remove the Prejudices, Li- 
ſarda | had conceived againſt him ; and to deter- 
mine her Opinion in his Favour, by the Power 
gf an Enchantreſs: From whoſe Magick Skill 
it takes the Title of, El Gobierno de los Fuyzios : 
The Government of Opinions, 

As this Deſpairing Lover ſtood on the Bank 
of the Guadiana, near the Place where that 
River loſes it elf under Ground, the Enchan- 
treſs-Nymph, touched with his C omplaints, 
invited him to her Grotto. At her Call, he 
plwunged into the headlong Stream, and found 
an Entrance amidſt the winding Rocks, where 
it is engulfed. The Waters, dividing, open- 
ed to him a Paſſage into a delightful ſubter- 
raneous Region, In the midſt of it, ſtood a 
low, but ſpacious, Building; covered with a 
flat Roof, after the Mooriſh Faſhion : It was 
ſupported by a Thouſand Rows of Pillars, not 
exceeding T wenty Feet in Height ; each Row 
containing a Thouſand Pillars. This Colonade 
compoſed a large Square, reſembling a regular 
Plantation of Trees, ſtanding thick on a level 
Green, and extending every Way into Walks 

P43; of 
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of equal Dimenſions. In the Centre, the 
Building roſe into a magnificent Dome; be- 
neath which, the Queen of the Deſtinies (who 
have the Direction of the Opinions of Man- 
kind) held her Reſidence. 

Every one of theſe numerous Pillars was 
hung round with innumerable little Sil- 
ver Ballances; all, variouſly inclined : To 
each of the Ballances were aſſigned Two Ge- 


nies, in the Shape of little Boys; whoſe Buſi- 


neſs (or Sport) it was to ply them, from Time 
to Time, with a Variety of Weights, which 
lay in Heaps on the Pavement, Theſe Scales 
were equal in Number to the whole Multi- 
tude of Mankind; and ranged in the moſt 


exact Order, according to the reſpective Na- 


tions, Cities, and Families. On the Beam of 
each Ballance was inſcribed the Name of the 
Particular Perſon, to whom it belonged : And, 
every Man's Opinions were governed by the 
Motions of his own Scales ; being determined 
by the Choice of the Weights, which his Good 
or Evil Genie threw, every Moment (whe- 
ther by Chance or Deſi gn) i into this or that op- 
polite Scale, | 
Tus Spaniſh Authour here proceeds to make 
ſeveral Obſervations, both on the Weights and 
the Scales ; which: are very curious, and will 
Pn TS Oey 
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require the Attention of as many of my 
Readers as are deſirous to enter into the uns 
Deſign of his Allegory. 

In the firſt Place, he takes Notice, that the 
far greater Number of the Scales had been 
either made originally falſe; or, at leaſt, were 
hung with ſo little Exactneſs, that they never 
play d anſwerably to the Proportion of the 
Weight thrown into them: And many, which 
had no ſuch Defect, had contracted ſo much 
Ruſt, by long Diſuſe (through the Negligence 
of ſome of the Genies) that it required great 
Force to alter the Poſition, they happened to 
be fixed in. 

Theſe Alluſions are fo familiar and obvious, 
that they are even become Proverbial amongſt 


* our Authour's Countreymen ; who very grave- 


ly bid you, Hang your Scales Even, or Oyle your 
| Scales, when you betray any ſtrong Bizaſs upon 
your Underſtanding ; or, refuſe to yield to the 
Force of a plain Argument. 

Don Juan next obſerves, that the Weights, 
caſt in by the Genies, did not exert their true 
Force, till they had remained in either Scale 
a conſiderable Time ; and that, upon their firſt 
being thrown in, they generally ſeemed light- 
er, or heavier, than they were in Reality. This 
(he ſays) was very viſible, when ever any new 
P 4 Weights 
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Weights were laid in the Ballance, by its nod- 
ding to and fro, with ſlow and uncertain Vi- 
brations; ſo as to continue wavering and un- 
ſettled, till every Weight had acquired its juſt 

ree of Gravitation; which it retained, 
without the leaſt Variation, ever afterwards. 
This Experiment finely accounts for the 
Fearfulneſs of young Beginners in Free-Rea- 
ſoning : They are apt to be terrified, when 
find themſelves driven from one Opinion 
to another, with the greateſt Uncertainty, by 
the Force and Number of new Arguments; 
which they can at firſt but imperfectly judge 
of : And which, it requires Time, to conſider. 
This makes them apprehend themſelves to be 
in danger of becoming Scepticks; while they 
are, indeed, advancing in the direct Way to 
Truth and Certainty: Which can only be at- 
tained, by carfully unravelling thoſe, Reaſon- 
ings, which, ſo long as they appear entangled, 
muſt occaſion perpetual Doubts. 
My Authour, laſtly, diſcovers a Kind of 
Falſe Weights, which at firſt ſeem. very pon- 
derous ; but whoſe Force ſoon vaniſhes ; or, 
transfers its Vertue to the oppoſite Scale! : 
And, conſequently, were the whole Maſs ot 
Weights (the True, and the Counterfeit) t 
þe * in the Ballance againſt each other, Fei 
; would 
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would all at laſt (in Effect) unite in inclining it 
one Way. 

This affords a noble Diſcovery, which 
makes all the formidable Objections againſt 
Frce-Thinking, and the imaginary Dangers of 
a fair Examination, vaniſh ; by ſhewing, that 
all Argumentation, if it be throughly purſued, 
leads only to Truth; and that, the Cauſe of 
Errour is betrayed by every Argument, which 
is produced in Support of it, as ſoon as 
the true Tendency of that Argument comes 
to be rightly underſtood. 

Wu r the Writer thus gravely mytholo- 
gizes on ſo odd an Adventure; the enamour- 
ed Aſtolfo is conducted, by the fair Magician, 
through the confuſed Labyrinth of Intellec- 
tual Machines; and, is agreably amuſed with 
a Variety of pleaſant Experiments, and ſurpri- 
ſing Changes. As he paſſes from one Pillar 
to another,” his þuſy Hand alters the Opinions 
of Men: A Love of Novelty prevails, where- 
ever he turns his Steps. Falſe Learning, and 
Falſe Religion , tremble at his Approach : 
Every Touch of his deſtroys a Syſteme, or 
advances a new Science; cancels the Decrees 
of a modern Council, or revives an anti- 
quated Truth. Methinks, I ſee him (not 
without Envy ) redifying the heedleſs Miſ- 

takes 
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takes of Youth, or removing the ſettled pre- 
judices of Age ; changing the Deſtiny of 
Lovers, or fixing the Inconſtancy of the Fair; 
and playing, with Succeſs, all the unlucky 
Pranks, which the moſt ambitious Free-Thinkey 
* would attempt, could he obtain, for a Day, 
the like Power over the Judgments of Men, 
or the Inclinations of Women. 

The various Adventures, Aſtolfo met with, 
of this Kind, make the moſt diverting Part 


of the Spaniſh Novel; and may, perhaps, fur- 
niſh out farther Entertainment to my Rea * 


ders. 
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Hoc modo Nature ſuppeditabitur Doftrina 
nam utraque, altera ſeperata, minus erit firma: 
Ita tamen, ut multo plus in Doctrina, atque 0 


praſidii fit. 
Cickk. ad Her 


* a 


A Conſequence of what was s ſaid, 
on Monday laſt; I come now to 
toy conſider, how far Learning diſqua- 

Poke 3 lifes Men for Buſineſs. 

IT is Generally thought, the Student is 
ſo deeply immerſt in Contemplations on the 
Philoſophy and Tranſactions of Former Ages, 
that he can give no Attention to the Affairs of 
the Preſent ; or that, he is ſo intent upon 
General and Sublime Truths, that his Obſer- 
vation ſtoops not to the minute and trifling 
Occurrences of Life : And that, notwithſtan- 
ding the ene ve Rules of Wiſdom, he 
may 


236 The FREE-TkIN KER. N*89 


may have formed in Theory; he has not the 
skill and Dexterity to apply thoſe Maxims to 
the particular Circumſtances of Action, in 
which he may be engage. 

Though this Objection ſhould be allowed 
in many Inſtances, yet it redounds only to the 
Damage of the Student, not of Others, who 
may reap ſome Benefit from his Labours. 
The Knowing Divine is equally able to 
ſolve a Caſe of Conſcience ; the Counſellour 
to inform his Client in the Law; the Phyſi- 
cian to preſcribe to his Patient; and the Ma- 
thematician to inſtru his Scholars in his Sci- 
ence; whether he underſtands, or is ignorant 
of, the Prices of Goods ; whether he is able, 
or not able, to make a Wile Bargain. Since, 
therefore, the Scholar alone is the Sufferer, 

by over-looking the petty Prudences of Life, 
while Mankind is improved by his ſuperiout 
Knowledge; this innocent Defect ſhould never 
deprive him of the Reſpect and Encourage- 
ment, due to his Profeſſion. 

But, what Exceſs ſoever Learned Men were 
guilty of in earlier Ages, by too cloſe an At- 
tachment to their Studies; an Over-Applica- 
tion to Knowledge, is not the prevailing Vice 
of Students in our Times. Moſt of our Mo- 


dern . are as ſharp-ſighted, in diſco- 
vering 
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vering their Advantages in the World; and, 
as dexterous in managing their private Afairs; k 
as quick-ſcented in hunting after Preferment ; 
as eager for Advancement ; and, as attentive 
to the Emoluments and Perquiſites of their 
Poſts; as the moſt illiterate of their Neigh- 
bours. And, as for properly diſcharging any 
Buſineſs, they undertake; it muſt be an. un- 
pardonable Negligence, if they are not ſoon 
qualified to acquit themſelves, . their 
unleamed Rivals. 

While the Men of Letters are, in A 
Youth, purſuing the Courſe of their Studies, 
they enlarge and ſtrengthen their Natural 
Abilities. Their Judgment grows clear and 
penetrating, by being continually exerciſed in 
+ diſtinguiſhing Realities from Appearances , 
Truths from plauſible Falſhoods: Their Me- 
mory increaſes by daily ſtoring up a Variety 
of Knowledge : Their Invention is quickened, 
by frequently ranging after ſuch Topicks as 
may be urged, with Probability, on both Sides 
of the Many Queſtions preſented to them : 
And, their daily Progreſs in Knowledge, car- 
ried on for ſome Years, muſt give them a Ha- 
bit of Inſtuſtry and Application. 

What Reaſon, then, can there be for i imagi- 
ning, that a Perſon, who has been bred to uſe 


* arfd 
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and improve his Faculties; beyond Others, 
ſhould not be able to turn his Mind, with 
Eaſe, to a new Method of Thinking, and 
make any Kind of Buſineſs, at proper Times, 
the Subject of his Care and Attention; eſpe+ 
cially, when his Intereſt, his Honour, and his 
Duty, require it e Doubtleſs, ſuch a Man is as 
well qualify'd to conſider the Nature of the 
Affairs he may be engaged in, the moſt ready 
Means of managing them ; to foreſee the Dit- 
ficulties, that may ariſe, and to find out pro- 
per Expedients; as he was, before, capacitated 
to diſcuſs an intricate Queſtion, to draw juſt 
Concluſions, and to remove embarraſſing Ob- 
jections from this or that Opinion; when his 
Enquiries were meerly Voluntary, and urged 
on by no Motives of either Duty or Intereſt, 
So that, Knowledge is ſo far from incapaci- 
tating a Man for Buſineſs, and from ren- 


dring him unſerviceable to his Countrey, or ' 


Himſelf; that, on the contrary, the very Me- 
thods of arriving at Knowledge do, neceſlarily, 
enable him to.acquit himſelf reputably in the 
Management of Affairs. 
And, I fear, if we were to take an impar- 
tial Survey of the ſeveral Poſts and Offices in 
this Nation, which have happened to be fil- 
led by Petſons unequal to the Buſineſs of 
them; 


— 
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them; we ſhould find, that their Inſufficiency 
has proceeded, not from their having ever beeti 
too Intent on ſome particular Study, but from 
never fixing their Attention to any Thing ſe- 
rious; not from thinking too cloftly, but 
from not knowing how to think in 4 Method, 
and to Purpoſe: So that poſſibly; the readieſt 
Cure for their Inability would be, to apply 
their Minds to ſome valuable Knowledge, they 
could like, in order to qualify them in Time 
to manage Buſineſs with Regularity and Dili 
gence. | | 
Now, there are Two Ways, by which a 
Man may be ſuppoſed to arrive at 4 Fitneſs 
for Publick Buſineſs : Either by being en- 
dowed with ſuch Parts, as by a little Inftruc- 
tion in the Nature of the Affairs he enters on, 
and in the Forms peculiar to them, make him 
able to diſcharge his Office; or, by being gra- 
dually fitted for a Poſt, by long Obſervation 
and Experience, 

I believe, there are very few think the Lat- 
ter Qualification abſolutely neceſſary ; or, that 
any Kind of Buſineſs is ſo Myſterious, that 
there is no Comprehending of it, without be- 
ing trained up to it, almoſt from our Child- 
hood. If it be ſo; I am ſure, moſt Employ- 
ments are very poorly filled; and the only 
» Way 
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Way of being rightly qualified for a Civil 
Commiſſion mult be, to ſerve firſt as an Under- 
Clerk in the reſpective Offices, 

Therefore, to determine this Queſtion fair: 
ly: The Man of Buſineſs (before he can be 
Compleat) muſt have a proper Share of natu- 
ral Parts; or the fulleſt Experience will only 
qualify him to be an Implement in the Hands 
of a Superiour Genius : He muſt, likewiſe, 
have a ſufficient Time, not only to learn the 
Forms peculiar to his Buſineſs ; but, to obtain 
a Readineſs and Dexterity in a Variety of Oc- 
currences and Difficulties, which the moſt ac- 
curate Contemplation can never wholly fore- 
ſee, nor ſufficiently provide againſt, without 


| the Aid of Experience. 
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Vs: Aae N Popular and in Mixt Govertſ- 


ments, Men have always been 
more watchful and ſollicitous for 
CUES the publick-Weal, than in Ab- 

a flew and Unlimited Monarchys. Their In- 
tereſt engages their Attention: And, conſe- 
quently, where the People have a Share in 
the Supreme Power, it is Natural for them 
to be Jealous of their Superiours uſurping 
upon their Rights. And, if a Free-People 
happen (through a well or ill-grounded ſea - 
louſy) to be inſtigated to take up Arms in 
Defence of their Liberties ; the Intemperate- 
neſs of their Zeal, with the want of Unani- 
mity in their Counſels, perpetually expoſes 
them to become the Property of their De- 
Vo. II. „ ſigning 
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ſigning Leaders: Who, to carry on ſome pri- 
vate Scheme of their own, frequently hurry 
the Multitude beyond! their firſt Intentions; 
and prompt them on to ſuch Extravagances, 
as effectually deſtroy their Privileges, by thoſe 
very Meafures, whereby they propoſed to 
eſtabliſn them. | 
The Tranſactions, which this Day Annual- 
ly calls to Mind, ſufficiently juſtify my Obſer- 
vation. The People profeſſedly took up Arms, 
for no other Reaſon, but to defend their Li- 
berties ; which they thought were invaded : 
And when, upon their Succeſs, They might 
eaſily have obliged the King to grant them a 
full Security, againſt any future Attempts to 
their Prejudice ; then, did the Dexterity of 
their Chiefs triumph, by making the Bulk of 
the Nation act in direct Contradiction to their 
own Intereſts. 
Peace, only, is the Intereſt of the People; 
War, the Advantage of a Few : And, though 
it may ſometimes be neceſſary to have Re- 
courſe to Arms to protect the Publick Liber- 
ty; yet will the People, if they are Wile, 
ſheath their Swords upon the firſt fair Offers 
of Satisfaction, and a reaſonable Security for 
the Time to come. Had the People no Dan- 
gers to apprehend, but from the Perſons 


_ againſt 
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againſt whom, they fight ; it might, perhaps, 
be Right in Politicks to puſh their Advanta- 
ges, ſo as to carve out for Themſelves a 
greater Portion of Liberty, than they might, 
in Strictneſs, be entitled to, before the Con- 
teſt began. But, the Military Chiefs of their 
oon Party, fluſhed with Succeſs, are the Ene- 
mies, whom they have moſt Reaſon to fear. 
It is with Reluctancy, that Men, uſed to 
Arms, quit their Profeſſion: And the ſame 
viciories, which ſecure the People againſt 
their open Adverſaries, frequently raiſe their 
Captains (by the Credit they Thereby ob- 
tain with the Soldiery) to ſuch a Degree of 
Power, as actually enables Them to exerciſe 
' more abſolute Tyranny, than the Powers, 
they firſt reſiſted, were ſuppoſed to have even 
projected. Such was the Iſſue of our Civil 
Wars: And, ſuch does Hiſtory ſhew us to 
have been the Fate of every People, who 
have, needleſly, entruſted their Liberties to 
the Diſcretion of a Military Power. 

All my Readers will readily aſſent to the 
Truth of what I have obſerved, in Reſpect to 
the Multitude ; ſince every one will be apt to 
except himſelf out of the Number. I ſhall, 
therefore, farther Obſerve, That eyen the 
Heads of Parties, and the Men, who mg 
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to a ſuperiour Knowledge in Politicks, are as 
liable to the forementioned Failing, as the 
meaneſt of the People. And, indeed, all the 
Errours of the People are juſtly charged upon 
their Leaders; whoſe Authority carries the 
Vulgar (often deſignedly) into Miſtakes, which 
they would otherwiſe avoid: And, to ſuch 
raſh, aſpiring Patriots, did our jealous Grand- 
fathers owe all the Misfortunes and Miſeries 
of their Times. 

Men naturally paſs from One Deſire to 
Another : At firſt, they only wiſh to be ſe- 
cure; That effected, they endeavour to grow 
Powerful: And the Means generally choſen 
for their Defence, are ſuch as render them 
Formidable. This Point gained, They are 
| zealous to retort upon the Aggreſſour the In- 
jury, which they parry from Themſelves. 
Thus, after the Liberties of the People were, 
by a Series of Victories, reſcued from the 
Danger, which was ſuppoſed to threaten 
them; the Leaders, actuated by Revenge 
(with an Apprehenſion of their own Ruin, if 
a Peace was concluded) ſtill proſecuted the 
War, utterly to extirpate that Regal Power, 
which at firſt endeavoured to cruſh their Au- 
thority ; and which, if ever Reſtored, would 
* as able, as it was deſirous, to extinguiſh 

all 
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all their Hopes. The Succeſs is well known: 
The Leaders of the People, who were only 
verſed in the Arts of a Civil Life, are diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of their Power by their Servants : And 
a New Sett of Men, who were made uſe of 
as Inſtruments to fight their Battles, and to 
deſtroy the Royal Party, employ the Sword, 
they were entruſted with, to make them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Two contending Pow- 
ers. 

There is nothing ſo neceſſary to be ſtudy d 
by the Leaders of parties, as the Genius and 
Temper of the People they have to deal 
with: But, there is one Failing common to 
the Multitude, in all Nations; a Tumultuous 
Zeal in purſuing what they are bent upon, 
without the leaſt Regard to Conſequences, 
whether Good or Bad. I ſhall compliment 
my Reader, with truſting him to verify this 
Remark upon the Engliſb, by Examples of his 
own chooſing; while I obſerve, that this Po- 
' pular Diſpoſition was well underſtood by the 
Mareſchal de Baſfſompierre ; who, ſeeing how 
cloſely the Seige of Rochelle (the laſt Retreat 
of the Proteſtants, who were the only Bal- 
lance of Power againſt the approaching Ty- 
ranny of the Court) was preſſed by Letpis XIII. 
wrote to a Friend; That the Zeal of the Ca- 

Q 3 tholicks 
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tholicks againſt Hugonotiſm was ſo warm, that 
he believed, They would be Fools enough to take 
the Town. | 

But, if we examine more particularly the 
Conduct of the Men of Power in the late 
Times, we ſhall perceive, their Zeal carried 
them contrary to Common Senſe. A very 
little Reflection will convince a Man, that 
the Bulk of any People are always fond of 
the Form of Government, to which they 
have been long accuſtomed, It avails no- 
thing, that a projected Change is, in Specula- 
tion, for the Better: For, it is evident from 
Hiſtorical Facts, that when a Nation has been, 
through many Years, inured to the yery worſt 
Form (an Abſolute Monarchy) if by accident 
they acquire Liberty, it is very difficult, if 


not almoſt Impoſſible, for them to preſerve it. 


A People long enſlaved, are wholly unacquain- 


ted with the Means neceſſary for their De- 


fence and Preſervation; like a Tyger bred up 
in Confinement : If, at laſt, he breaks looſe 
by Accident from his Chains (not knowing 


where to find his Food, and unacquainted 


with the proper Haunts, and Places of Re- 
fuge) he becomes an eaſy Captive to the firſt 


Perſon, who ſhall endeavour to re-inchain 
. him, aa 


But 
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But if, to a People's being long accuſtomed 


to Tyranny, an univerſal Corruption be ad- 
ded; it becomes altogether impraRicable to 
eſtabliſh a publick Liberty. Rome, upon the 
Expulſion of the Tarquint, as yet entire in its 
Vertue, was able not only to aſſert, but to 
maintain, its Liberty: But afterwards, ener- 
vated by Luxury, and habituated to Tyran- 


ny, in vain were the Calignla's, and the Nero's, 
deſtroyed : The Spirit of Liberty was extin- |, 


guiſhed ; and nat a Patriot left, who even en- 
tertained a Thought of reſtoring the Com- 


mon-Wealth : Their Wiſhes aſpired only to 


the Change of Maſters; and their Ambition 


was confined to a poor, private Revenge on a 


Tyrant, When a Nation once comes to this 
State of Degeneracy, it is incapable of Liber- 
ty; and can only ſhift from one Tyranny to 
another : And, ſhould a fuperiour Genius be 
able to impoſe Freedom on his Fellow-Citi- 
zens, it would, upon his Death, vaniſh, like 
a Dream. Thus Hracuſe, which had groaned 
under the Yoke of the Dionifui, was compel- 
led into Liberty, during the Lives of Dion 


and Timoleon; but, upon their Deceaſe, it pre- 


cipitated to its wonted Slavery. 


Q 4 But, 
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But, to come nearer to the Troubles of 
this Kingdom: The Experience of all Ages 
thews, that, whoever purpoſes to new- 
model the Government of an ancient State 
(eſpecially, where the Conſtitution allows the 
Subjects a great Proportion of Liberty) he 
ought, in Prudence, to preſerve as many of 
the Ancient Forms of Adminiſtration, as poſ- 
ſible; ſince, by that Precaution, he will re- 
, tain, in his Intereſt, the Body of the People; 

who are more governed by the Appearance, 
than by the Reality, of Things. Thus, when 
the Romans created two Conſuls, inſtead of a 
King, They would not ſuffer them to exceed 
the Number of Lictors, which uſually prece- 
ded their Kings ; leſt the People ſhould be 
ſhocked with an unuſual Mark of Terrour : 

By the ſame Prudence they continued an Offi- 
cer, dignify'd with the Title of King; that the 
People might not want a 'Perſon with that 
Character to aſſiſt in certain Sacrifices, inſtitu- 
ted during their Monarchy. 

Theſe Conſiderations (to omit many others, 
which might be added) make me wonder, 
how it could enter into the Thought of any 
Engliſhman, to act ſo contrary to the univer- 
ſal Diſpoſition of his Countreymen, as to at- 
tempt to convert this — into a Com- 

mon. 


* 
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mon-Wealth ; and, which is yet more abſurd, 
a Common-Wealth (as it was projected) in 
which the Members of the ſupreme Council 
were to be elected from Countries of diffe- 
rent and diſtant Situations, and oppoſite Inte- 
reſts, A Common-Wealth of a great City may 
be comprehended ; but, a Common-Wealth 
of a Large Extenſive Countrey, is Abſurd, 
and Impracticable: And yet, This was the 
Scheme, which the Heads of the Parliament- - 
Party purſued. The People were amuſed with 
ſo many contradictory and extravagant Forms 
of Government, that being wearied with 
Change, and not able to agree upon Another, 
They reſtored the Ancient, Form ; which was 
done with ſuch Precipitation, that they did 
not ſo much as think of Capitulating for That 
Security of their Liberties,” to obtain which, 
They at firſt began the War; and which (du- 
ring the Proſecution of the War) they had, in 
the Heat of their Jealouſy, rejected. 

I cannot conclude This Diſcourſe without 
obſerving, That ſince every Expedient propo- 
ſed to remedy any growing Miſchief in a 
State is more Excellent, the ſmaller, or ra- 
ther the more Imperceptible, Changes it 
makes; on this Account, the Late Revolution 
nay be A eſteemed, not only the Happieſt, 


but 


a 
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but alſo the moſt wiſely conducted Affair, 
that was ever executed by Man. By the Suc -: 
ceſs of ſo glorious and prudent an Enterpriſe, 
the Immortal King William reſcued Three 
Kingdoms from Slavery; and effectually re- 
medied all thoſe Evils, which the Tyranny of 
his Predeceſſour had introduced; and this, 
without cauſing the leaſt Alteration in the 
Ancient Conſtitution of the Kingdom, 
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Plato tum denique fore beatas Reſpublicar pu- 
tavit, fi aut docti & ſapientes homines eas regere 
capiſſent ; aut qui regeremt, omne ſuum ſtudium 
in Doctrina & Sapientia collocaſſent. 

| Cicts. ad Q. Fratr. 
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o the farther Satisfaction of my 
Readers, who may have given 
their Attention to my Three 
NES Supplemental Lectures; I ſhall, this 
De cloſe the Laſt of thoſe Diſcourſes (which | 
as yet remains ImperfeR) by the following 
Reflections. 

Trovcn the Acquiſitions of Knowledge 
of what Kind ſoever, through Study and Con- 
templation, will not alone enable any One to 
become a Stateſman, who is nat endowed with 


pt 


— — 


Ne 85, 87, 89. a 
a Pro- 


252 The FREE-THINKER. N*®gt 


a Proper Genius; as neither can the Force of 
Practice and Experience, where there is not a 
Foundation in the Natural Abilities of the 
Perſon: Yet, I have ſhewn, that a Regular 
Courſe of ſerious Studies cannot- fail of im- 
proving a Man's Parts. So that, He, who 
without Literature approves Himſelf capable 
of publick Buſineſs and weighty Affairs, would 
acquit Himſelf yet more like a Maſter, with 
the Addition of ſuitable Learning. His Stu- 
dies would give him a more ſolid” and diſtin- 
guiſhing Judgment, a more faithful Memory, 
and a more unweary'd Application of Thought. 
Nature being thus improved by Art, he would 
be more able to dive into the Depths of Bu- 
ſineſs, to unravel the Intricacy, and to metho- 
dize the Multiplicity, of Affairs; as likewiſe 
to foreſee, and to prevent, Difficulties ; and to 
forearm Himſelf againſt ſuch Occurrences, as 
are not be avoided. 

Moreover ; the Man, who aſpires to great 
Employments, and has previouſly ſtored his 
Mind with a comprehenſive Knowledge of the 
True Foundations of Right and Wrong, of 
Property, of Liberty, and of Law, in Gene- 
ral; of the Nature, and the Ends, of Govern- 
ment, with the ſeveral Forms of it, and their 


reſpective Advantages and Diſadvantages ; the 
Maxims 
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Maxims of ſound Politicks, acknowledged, - 
and ſucceſsfully practiced, by the Wiſe Men 
of Former Ages; the Conſtitution of his own 
Countrey, and the prevailing Temper of the 
People: The Man, I ſay, who comes thus 
greatly qualify'd into Publick Affairs, will be 
capable of more Extenſive Views and Nobler 
Deſigns, than One, who brings with him, to 
a Publick Station, no farther Skill, than is 
founded on his private Obſervations upon the 
General or Particular Occurrences of the 
Times ; on the Converſation, that happens con- 
cerning them in his own Hearing ; or, on the 
Peruſal of ſome undigeſted Pamphlets, which 
his Bookſeller, or ſome Prejudiced Perſon, 
may put into his Hands. | 

As to Experience; the Learned Man i is not 
confined to the Narrow Compaſs of his own 
Obſervations, nor yet to the additional Store 
of his Acquaintance ; but launches out, by the 
Help of Hiſtory, into the Experience of all 
Ages and Countries. There he ſees, by what 
Steps ſmall States haye riſen to be great and 
powerful Empires ; and by what Miſmanage- 
ments and Corruptions, mighty Kingdoms and 
Common-Wealths, have been brought into 
Confuſion, and at laſt totally ſubverted. He 
There finds by what Methods, ambitious and 


wicked 
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wicked Men have (in his own and other Na- 
tions) been able to diſturb and embroil the 
Peace of the Community; and by what ſted- 
dy and prudent Counſels, True Patriots have 
fruſtrated their Conſpiracies, and reſtored the 
Publick Tranquility : On what Occaſions, and 
under what fair Pretences, the moſt dangerous 
Abuſes have crept into Publick Adminiſtra- 
tion ; how they have encreaſed through Neg- 
lect, or Connivance ; and by what Means they 
have been remedied: Laſtly, by what Con- 
duct Great Men, in Former Times, have met 
with Succeſs in their Employments, and me- 
rited the Applauſe of their Countrey ; or, by 
what Folly and Wickedneſs they have brought 
Infamy and Ruin upon Themſelves, and their 
Families. 

And, as Human Nature is perpetually the 
ſame, ever ſubject to the ſame Paſſions and 
Corruptions, and ſtill Equal to the ſame Abi- 
lities and Vertues ; there is no good Hiſtory of 
any Age, or People, but may furniſh an un- 
derſtanding Reader with very uſeful Inſtruc- 
tions, as to his own Nation, and the Times, 
in which he lives. So ſenſible was Alexander 
(one of the beſt of the Roman Emperours) of 
This, that in difficult Afſairs, he was not ſatiſ- 
fied barely with Advice from the Experienced 

Stateſ- 
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Stateſmen, he had about him ; but, before he 
took his final Reſolutions, he would know 
from Men of Letters (whom he retained in 
his Court) what they remembered in Hiſtory, 
parallel to the Caſe before him; what had been 
done in former Times on the like Occaſions, 
and with what Succeſs. 

Thus, the Perſon who has learnt to make a 
judicious Choice, and knows the Right Uſe, of 
Books, can (to his own limited Experience) 
add the Wiſdom, and the Practice, of the ſe- 
veral Ages and Nations of the World; and 
(like Neſtor in Homer) may boaſt of his Inti- 
macy with many Warriours, Stateſmen, Phi- 
loſophers, and Heroes, 

And, if we ſearch into the Records of An- 
tiquity ; we ſhall find, moſt of the Perfons 
diſtinguiſhed there, in the active Scenes of 
Life, as Eminent for their Skill in Learning, 
as in Politicks; and, in a great Meaſure, in- 
debted to their Proficiency in the Former, for 
their Dexterity in the Latter. Examples of 
this Kind are ſo Numerous, that I ſhall not 
mention any Particulars, for fear of ſeeming 
guilty of Injuſtice to Thoſe famous Men, 
whoſe Names I ſhould, for be obli- 

ged to omit. 


But, 
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But, to ſhew how great the Advantage of 
Learning, joyned with Application to Buſi- 
neſs, may be, even without any previous Ex- 
perience; I {hall cloſe my Reflections, on this 
Subject, with a very remarkable Inſtance. 

The many and bloody Wars Mithridates the 
Great had been engaged in, againſt the Ro- 
mans, as well as againſt ſeveral Barbarous Na- 
tions; and with what Variety of Succeſs; is 
known to every One, verſed in the Roman Hiſ- 
tory. When he had taken almoſt all the 
Leſſer Aſia from the Romans ; Lucullus was 
appointed to command, as General, againſt 
him: And though, Lucullus was but a raw 
Soldier, when he ſet out from Rome; yet, 

on his Journey, and while he wintered in 
Greece, he ſo far improved himſelf in the Art 
of War, by conſulting the Hiſtories he had 
formerly read; that, after ſeveral Battles and 
Seiges, . Mithridates pronounced him to be the 
moſt expert and able Commander, next to 

Alexander the Great, that he had ever known, 


or read of in Hiſtory, - | 
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Da ſpatium vitæ, multos da, Jupiter, annos * 
Hoc recto vultu, ſolum hoc, & pallidus optas, 


Sed quam continuit & quanti- longa ſenectur 
Plena mali 


Jouve. 


alas. tho. : * . A 


ev > PY, I have lately given them * Two 


Winter-Evening Tales; to which I ſhall add 
a Third of ſo general an Inſtruction, that it 
may ſerve for a Leſſon to the whole Sex, 
from the Princeſs down to the Sar: 
Nymph. 

TIERE was, upon a Time, an Old 
Queen, ſo "= far ſtricken in Years, that her 


* N 80, 84. 
You. II. 


Majeſty 


Sa oV) he O entice Young Ladies to delight 


E 1 T in Reading, and to lead them in- 
= der ſenſibly into the Paths of Philoſo- 


. 
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Majeſty was Toothleſs and Bald. Her Head 
ſhook and trembled : perpetually, like the 
Leaves of an Aſpin; and her Sight was ſo 
dim, that Spectacles were of no longer Uſe 
to her. Her Mouth was almoſt hid by the 
near Approach of the Noſe to the Chin: 
Her Stature was ſo diminiſhed, that ſhe was 
ſhrunk into a ſhapeleſs Heap; and her Back 
ſo bowed, that you would have thought, ſhe 
had been crooked from her Infancy. 

A Fairy, who had aſſiſted at the Birth of 
this Queen, came to her, and ſaid; Do you 
deſire to grow Young again ? Moſt earneſtly, 
reply'd the Queen: I would part with all my 
Jewels, to be but Twenty. Then (continues 
the Fairy) it will be neceſſary to make an Ex- 
change, and to transfer your Age and Infir- 
mities to ſome One, who will be contented 
to ſpare you her Youth and Health. To 
whom, therefore, ſhall we give your Hundred 
Years ? 

Hereupon, the Queen gave Orders to make 
diligent Enquiry, through the Kingdom, for a 
Perſon, who might be willing to barter Youth 
for Age, upon a valuable Conſideration. 
When theſe Orders were JT known, a 
great many poor People, from all Parts, flock- 


ed to the Court; = of them deſirous to be 
made 
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made Old and Rich : But, when they had 
ſeen the Queen at Dinner, hideous in her In- 
firmities, trembling and coughing over a Meſs 
of Water-Gruel, and doating ever and anon, 
as ſhe ſpoke ; not One was inclinable to take 
up the Burden of her Years. They choſe 
rather to live by Begging, and to enjoy 
Youth and Health, in Rags. There came, 
likewiſe, a Crowd of Ambitious Perſons; to 
whom ſhe promiſed great Dignities, and the 
higheſt Honours : But, when they had ſeen 
her ; what will all our Grandeur avail (ſaid 
they) when we ſhall appear ſo frightful, as 
to be aſhamed to ſhew our ſelves in Pub- 
lick ? 

At laſt, there came a Young Countrey-Girl 
(whoſe Name was Mopſy) in full Bloom ; who 
| demanded no leſs than the Crown, as an 
valent for her Youth and Beauty. The Queen 
immediately grew Angry : But, to what Pur- 
poſe ? She was bent upon renewing her Vi- 
gour, at any Rate; and ſaid to Mopſy; Let us 
divide my Kingdom, and ſhare: alike: You 

ſhall Reign over the One Half; and I will con- 
tent my ſelf with the Other: This will be 
Power enough in Conſcience for you, who 
are but a little mean Peaſant. No, replies 
the Girl; I am not fo eaſily ſatisfy d: Let me 


R 3 enjoy 
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enjoy my obſcure Condition, and my roſy 
Complexion ; and much Good may it do 
your Majeſty with your Hundred Years, and 
your Wrinkles, and more than one Foot in 
the Grave. But then, ſays the Queen ; what 
ſhould I be able to do without my King- 
dom? You would Laugh, you would Dance, 
you would Sing, like Me; anſwers the young 
Gipſy; and, immediately, ſhe broke out into 
Laugher, and Danced, and Sung. The Queen, 
who was far from being in a Condition to 
imitate her Jollity, ſaid ; and what would you 
do in my Place? You, who are neither accuſ- 
tomed to Old Age, nor Empire? I cannot 
well ſay, anſwers this Countrey Laſs, what I 
mould do: But, I have a Month's Mind to 
try it a little ; for I have always heard, it is a 
Fine Thing to be a Queen. 

When the Two Parties ſeemed now diſpo- 
ſed to an Agreement, and were ready to 
ſtrike the Bargain, in comes the Fairy; and, 
addreſſing her ſelf to Mopſy, ſaid : Are you 
willing to make Trial of the Condition of an 
Old Queen; and ſee firſt how you like it, be- 
fore you reſolve upon the Change, in good 
Earneſt ? With all my Heart; replies the Girl. 
Her Forehead is, inſtantly, furrowed with 
Wrinkles ; her cheſnut Hair turns white; ſhe 
| ; grows 
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grows peeviſh and moroſe ; her Head ſhakes; 
her Teeth are looſe; and he is, already, an 
Hundred Years Old. The Fairy then opens a 
little Box, and lets out a Multitude of Offi- 
cers and Courtiers of both Sexes, richly ap- 
parelled ; who ſoon ſhot up into the full Sta- 
ture of Men and Women, and paid their Ho- 
mage to the New Queen. She is conducted 
to her Chair of State; and a coſtly Banquet 
is, immediately, ſet before her : But, alas, ſhe 
has no Appetite, and cannot bear the Fumes 
of the Table: Her Limbs fail her, when ſhe 
tries to walk : She is aukward, and baſhful, 
and in a Maze ; the knows not how to ſpeak, 
nor which Way to turn her ſelf : She calls for 
a Looking-Glaſs, and is ſtartled at her own 
Deformity ; and ſhe Coughs, till her Sides 
ake. 

In the mean Time. the True Queen ſtands 
in a Corner of the Room, by her ſelf : She 
laughs, and begins to grow Handſome. Her 
Temples are ſhaded with Hair, and ſhe re- 
news her Teeth: Her Cheeks glow with 
Youth, and her Forehead is fair and ſmooth, 
And, now ſhe begins to recolle& her Youth- 
ful Airs, and her Virgin Coyneſs; and ſets 
her Perſon out to the beſt Advantage. But, 
the is troubled to find her ſelf but meanly ap- 

R 3 parelled; 
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parelled; her Coats ſhort and ſcanty; and her 
Waſtecoat of a coarſe Woollen Stuff: She was 
not uſed to be thus poorly equipt ; and one 
of her own Guards, who took her for ſome 
rude Creature, went to turn her out of the 
Palace. 

Then ſaid Mopſy to her; I perceive, you are 
not a little Uneaſy in my Condition; and I 
am much more weary of yours: Take your 
Crown again; and give me back my ruſſet 
Garment. The Exchange was ſoon made : 
As ſoon, the Queen withered ; and the Virgin- 
Peaſant bloomed afreſh. The Reſtitution was 
hardly compleated, on Both Sides; when, Each 
began to repent : But, it was too late : For, 
the Fairy had now condemned them Both to 
remain in their proper Condition, 

The Queen bewailed her ſelf daily, upon 
the ſmalleſt Indiſpoſition : Alas, (would ſhe 
ſay) if I was Mopſy at this Time, I ſhould 
ſleep, indeed, in a Cottage, and feed upon 
Cheſnuts ; but then, by Day, I ſhould dance 
in the Shade with the Shepherds, to the ſweet 
Muſick of the Pipe. What am I the happier 
for lying in an *r. Bed; where I am 
never free from Pain? Or, for my numerous 
Attendants; who have not the Power to re- 
lieve me? 


Her 
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Her Grief, for having forfeited her Choice, 
encreaſed her Indiſpoſitions; and, the Phyſici- 
ans, (who were Twelve in Number) conſtant- 
ly attending her, ſoon brought her Diſtempers 
to a Height. Briefly ; ſhe died, at the End of 
Two Months. Mopſy was in the midſt of a 
Dance, with her Companions, on the Bank of 
a running Stream, when Tidings came of the 
Queen's Death: Then, ſhe bleſſed her ſelf, 
that ſhe had eſcaped from Royalty, more 
through good Fortune and Impatience, than 
through Forecaſt and Reſolution. 
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Ex warits ingeniit excellentiſſima queque liba- 
Vimus : ex lis enim, qui nomine & memoria dig- 
ni ſunt, nec nihil optime, nec omnia præclariſſi- 
me, quiſquam dicere nobis videbatur, 

Cices, de Invent, I. 2. 


AM run deeply in Arrears to my 
©, Correſpondents (a Debt I have 
£58 been, and ſhall be ſometimes, lia- 

IX ble Bo partly, through my Inabili- 
ty to Think-Freely oftner than Twice in a 
Week; partly, through their Letters and 
| _ not fallin ng in with my preſent Views, 
ugh moſt of their Expectations will be 


— 1 by Degrees; and, partly, through 
the Subjects I am neceſſarily engaged in, as 
particular Occaſions, or the Proſecution of 
my main Purpoſe, may require. I deſire, 
therefore, my Friends and Well-Wiſhers will 

nat 
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not ſuſpect me of any Neglect towards Them, 
through the Condu I am obliged to obſerve, 
with Regard to the Publick. _ 

The following Letter (out of thoſe I have 
ſet apart more immediately for the Preſs ) 
comes Firſt, not by reaſon of the Honour it 
does to Theſe Diſcourſes ; ſince Imputations, 
of this Kind, have been obviated in the 
Twenty-Seventh Paper : But, becauſe it is of 
the oldeſt Date, and expreſſes the earneſt De- 
fire of a young Gentleman, to be informed 
in a Matter of great Importance, not only to 
Himſelf, but to the whole Nation. 


Mr. Fxet-THINKER, Jan. 9. 1718. 


HE Firſt Lecture, you were pleaſed 

to oblige the World with, I had the 

© Honour of reading with a Perſon of diſtin- 
© guiſhed Senſe and Quality. At that Time, 
© I took up your Paper more out of Good 
© Manners, and the Reſpect I owed to the 
Company, than out of any Eſteem I had 
_ © for the Character it bore. To ſpeak the 
© Truth; I was then afraid of you : Not that 
©] wanted to be convinced, that to Think 
f Freely, in its genuine and proper Senſe, is 
Innocent; for, I always held it to be the 
© moſt 
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© moſt rational, and the moſt neceſſary, of all 


© Human Liberties : But, becauſe I was ſenfi- 
< ble, the Title of the Paper had been often 


© abuſed to Countenance every Novelty, that 


c even Unthinking Men have broached to the 


World. 


The Iſſue of all my Apprebenk ons is, that 
© my Prejudices have only ſerved to render me 
© pleaſed, almoſt againſt my Will. Ever fince, 


© 1 have conſtantly peruſed (from Time to 


© Time) your excellent Reflections; not only 
. * Choice, but with the utmoſt Complacen- 
And reckon it, now, amongſt None of 
C my {ſmalleſt Debts to that Noble Lord, that 
I was firſt made acquainted with you, by 
© his Introduction. You, Sir, have redeemed 
* an Honeſt Expreſſion, proſtituted to wrong 
© Purpoſes; you have reſcued it out of the 
Hands of the Sons of Violence, and reſtored 
< it to its original Luſtre, and native Inno- 
© ceticy ; teaching us at once to Speak Properly, 
tand to Think Freely. 
© But, it is not my Intention to enlarge upon 
c your Commendation. I have Buſineſs with 
© you, more acceptable to ſuch Spirits, as I take 
6 yours to be: In a Word, I have a Favour to 
£ requeſt, of no ſmall Conſequence, 


©You 
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vou muſt know then, Mr. Free-Thinker, 
©] am a young Clergyman, Ordained the 
very Laſt Ember-Week. I am deeply ſenſi- 
* ble of the Weight of my Office; and would 
© fain diſcharge my Duty, in my Function, as 
* compleatly, as my poor Abilities will al- 
© low me to execute it. But; what I more 
imm labour to acquire, at preſent, 
is the Art of Preaching; ſuch a Manner, I 
mean, of expreſſing my Thoughts, as may 
© moſt effectually promote the Intereſts of 

pure Religion, and the Wellfare of my Fel- | 
© low-Creatures. 

In my Endeavours after This Perfection, 
© 1 ſet before me the Examples of all the 
© Great Men, who have been efteemed emi- 
© nent Preachers; whole Stile and Sentiments 
© have had the Approbation of the ſeveral 
* Ages, in which they flouriſhed ; not for- 
* getting the living Examples, we now enjoy. 
* And, indeed, I think a Student is far from 
© wanting very excellent Patterns, amongſt 
© our Engliſh Divines: I find it rather an In- 
© convenience, that the Variety confounds my 
© Choice, and diſtracts my Judgment. Were 
© there but One Inſtance of Excellency, I flat- 


© ter my ſelf, that I could tread (tolerably 
ws 
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© at leaſt) in the Steps of my Guide: 
c But, while the Models, I ſtudy after, ap- 
< pear ſo different, and yet ſo beautiful, all 
c in their Kind; I am at loſs, which to 


© Under this Perplexity, I know no Man 
© ſo likely to relieve me, as your ſelf : The 
< judicious Remarks you have publiſhed on 
© all Occaſions, which have fallen in your 
© Way, ſatisfy me, you are able; and, your 
© noted Humanity will not let me ſuſpect 
© you of Backwardnelſs to aſſiſt any one, in his 
© laudable Purſuits. Do then, Good Mr. Free- 
© Thinker, in ſome of your kind Lectures be 
© pleaſed to touch upon this needful Qualifi- 
© cation, at your Leiſure, So ſhall you tri- 
<umph in the Glory of conducting; even, 
Guides themſelves ; a Glory, not attained 
© to by any of your Predeceſſours: You will, 
< likewiſe, enjoy the comprehenſive Pleaſure 
< of obliging all Mankind, at the ſame Time 
© that you oblige your Admirer, 


- 


AcADEMICUS 
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. ol Ft. 7. 1718. 


HERE is nothing I covet more, than 

the Approbation of Gentlemen of your 
Profeſſion ; becauſe, nothing can more contri- 
bute towards Reforming the groſs Prejudices, 
and the diſſolute Manners, of the People, than 
the Clergy's reſolving to Think Freely, and to 
preach up the diſintereſted Love of Truth to 
their Hearers. 

You have very generouſly (though too ear- 
ly) preſſed me to enter upon a Task, which 
1 om the Beginning, lain dormant in my 
Scheme of Future Lectures; and which, I 
hope, in a proper Time, I may be able to 
acquit my ſelf of, to the Satisfaction of thoſe 
Honeſt and Ingenious Students, who are deſi- 
rous to make a Right Uſe of the Eloquence 
of the Pulpit. In the mean Time, that I may 
not leave you wholly unreſolved in your pre- 
ſent Difficulties ; I ſhall give you a general 
Obſervation or Two upon Sile and Sentiments ; 
both which you are pleaſed to mention in 
your Letter. 

Upon ſecond Thoughts, you will not ima- 
gine the Variety of good Writers any Diſad- 
vantage to you, while you are Studying to 

form 
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form a Stile to your ſelf. No ſingle Maſter 
can teach the whole Compaſs of the Art he 
profeſles : Neither is any growing Genius to 
confine his Ingenuity to one Pattern of Imi- 
tation. No Authour is compleat in all the 
Graces and Perfections of Compoſition ; ſo as 
to furniſh you with juſt and ample Models of 
Diction and Invention, ſuitable to the various 
Subjects, you may have Occaſion to handle. 
One (for Inſtance) is the Didactick, and Ex- 
planative, Language; Another, is the Perſwa- 
five : And, even every Paſſion has its peculiar 
Utterance. One Preacher may be Eminent 
for his great Propriety and Purity; Another, 
for his juſt and bold Metaphors; This, for a 
conciſe, That, for a flowing Stile ; One, for 
the Exactneſs of Method, and ſtrict Reaſon- 
ing; and Another, for the Copiouſneſs of his 
Invention. Therefore, you are to tranſplant 
into your own Imagination the ſeveral Excel- 
lencies of the Great Men, you have particu- 
larized ; and whoſe Names and Characters I 
omit, only for want of Leiſure to be able to 
judge impartially of them. Thus, the judi- 
cious Traveller accompliſhes himſelf (beyond 
a Perſon, who is entirely Home-bred ) in 
Gracefullneſs of Behaviour, and Politeneſs of 

Manners, 
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Manners, as well as in many Rules of Pru- 
dence and Politicks, by the Obſervations, he 
has an Opportunity to make in the ſeveral 
great Cities and Courts, he viſits. 

The ſame General Remarks will hold 
equally True with Regard to Sentiments. 
One may excell in the Sublimity of his 
Thoughts; Another, in familiar and happy Il- 
luſtrations of Notions, not clearly apprehen- 
ded by the Vulgar: A Third may be Nice 
in diſtinguiſhing and circumſcribing Vertues 
and Vices; and a Fourth, in Anatomizing the 
Paſſions of the Soul. But the principal Care 
of a young Clergyman (who would not per- 
vert Mankind by Preaching) ſhould be, to 
ſtore his Mind with manly and practical No- 
tions of the Great Truths in Religion and 
Morality ; to convince Himſelf ſo thoroughly 
of them, as not to be afraid to. inculcate 
them, notwithſtanding the Corruption of the 
Age; or, at leaſt, to be ſo far confirmed in his 
Integrity, as not ſolemily-to deliver, from the 
Pulpit, Popular Errours, for Sacred Truths. 
This (though the moſt material) is a Perfec- 
tion not hard to be acquired: And I wiſh it 
could be ſaid, the Praiſe of it is too Common 
to make it a Diſtinguiſhing Character. 

I ſhall 


— — ¶ —— — 
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I ſhall be very proud of your future Cor- 
reſpondence ; and deſire you to believe, I am 
very {incerely, 


SIR, 
Tour moſt Faithful and 


moſt Humble Servant, 


The FRxEE-THINKER, 
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No 94. Friday Feb. 12. 1718. 


— 


— Nil dulcius eſt bene quam munita tenere 
Edita Doctrina ſapientum Templa ſerena, 
Deſpicere unde queas alios, paſſimque videre 
Errare, atque Viam p palantes querere Vitæ. 
Luc RET. 


, 5 
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, H E following part of the Hiſtory 
AI of * Aſtolfo may, not improperly, 
de ſtiled, an Account of his Tra- 
REA vels through the numerous Ran- 


Sy 


6 
ges of Pillars, peopled with Geniet; who 
ſeemed a little Fairy-World, as they were di- 
ſtributed into various Climates, and diſtin- 
guiſhed by the different Mien and Habit of 
the Nations aſſigned to their Care. The Plea- 
ſure of paſſing through theſe mazy Walks, 
and ſurveying, as it were, the Habitable Earth 


8 EIT 0 ">" 
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contracted within ſo narrow a Compaſs, would 
have proved a fruitleſs Toil to the wandering 
Lover, had he not been inſtructed by his 
Fairy Guide in the Geography of the Build- 
ing, and aſſiſted by her in his Search after 
thoſe Sympathetick Scales, which ſwayed the 
Heart of his Liſarda, and turned the Fortune 
of his Love. 

Having now left the Grotto, and paſſed the 
Plain that lay before them ; the Knight-Errant 
and the Enchantreſs entred the marble Grove 
of Pillars, on the Eaſt-ſide : Where they found 
themſelves ſurrounded with a Swarm of Gro- 
teſque Genies, of a ſweet Aſpect, and a gen- 
tle, ceremonious Behaviour. They appeared 
extreamly civilized, and full of Cuxioſity to 
ſee and entertain Strangers; though, they, re- 
fuſed any Correſpondence with the. neigh- 
bouring Genes, whom they were jealous of 
admitting within the Columns that bounded 
their Territories. Theſe ſubtile Genie, ſhewed 
great Application and Dexterity in the Ma- 
nagement of their Scales, though they were 
very ill furniſhed with Weights; thoſe, their 
Countrey afforded, being of a rude antique 

Mold, and ſpurious Alloy, and ſtamped with 
ſuch a prodigious Variety of, obſcure Charac- 
ters, as coſt them infinite Time and Pains to 

| decypher. 
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decypher. This made them paſſionately fond 
of the new Weights, which had been lately 
introduced amongſt them by a certain fraudu- 
lent Race of Genies, from a remote Quarter 
of the Building. 

Aſtolfo much pityed theſe Good-natured 
Genies, who wanted thoſe neceſſary Inſtru- 
ments of Knowledge, which others, who were 
more plentifully ſtored with them, often deſ- 
piſed, But he was informed, that large Ma- 
gazines of proper Weights were prepared, to 
ſupply every Part of this magnificent Temple, 
when the deſtined Period ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed. 

From theſe Realms of native Wit, and In- 
genuity, the beauteous Sybil conducted her 
Charge through a large Plantation of Co- 
lumns, allotted to a Race of Inhabitants very 
different from the Former. The Genies here 
were ſoft and effeminate in their Manners; 
but, of a fierce and ſavage Diſpoſition. They 
wore Turbants on their Heads, and their Ha- 
bits were rich and majeſtick. There were, 
amongſt them, a great Number of Nym ph- like 
Genies, tripping up and down in gay, wanton 
Dreſſes; Crowds of whom were frequently 
ſeen contending Hr the Dominion of the ſame 
Balance, and pulling it (each of them) different 

8 2 


Ways, 
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Ways, with great Eagerneſs and Violence. 
The Uſe of Weights was unknown, through- 
out this Barbarous Region : But, the want of 
them was amply ſupplyed by little brazen 
Scymeters, laid in the Ballances ; which kept 
them more ſteadily poized. 

This mighty Monarchy, which conſiſted of 
accumulated Empires, and had ſpread. it (elf 
over almoſt half the wide-extended Colon- 
nade, afforded little Variety to our Traveller; 
who paſſed on, regardleſs: When, on a ſud- 
dain, his Ear was allured by a ſoft Harmony, 
reſounding from a beautiful Range of Pillars, 
ſtained with the richeſt Veins of Marble, and 
adorned with the moſt finiſhed Sculpture. 
The Roof was fretted with Gold; the Pave- 
ment inlaid with Jaſper, and wrought in cu- 
rious Figures by the Skill of the Genie,; who 
had forſaken the Task aſſigned them, and 
were more elegantly amuſing themſelves with 
a thouſand idle Arts and Inventions. Some 
employed the Pencil, or the Chizel ; others 
touched the Lute, or ſung to Variety of In- 
ſtruments. The neglected Scales hung emp- 
ty; and the Heaps of Weights were (wept 
away from the ſhining Floor, as uſeleſs Lum- 


ber. 


The 
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The Elder of the two Geniet, who waited 
on the Ruler of this delicious Place, was ſu- 
pinely laid on a Bed of Poppies ; on which he 
had ſlept above a thouſand Years. The ſtric- 
teſt Orders were given, that None thould 
diſturb- his Repoſe : And the moſt pow- 
ful Enchantments were perpetually renew- 
ed, to confirm his Slumbers. In the mean 
while, his wicked Fellow Genie aſſumed an 
Imaginary Empire; and tyrannized, with a 
Tripple Crown on his Head. 

The pious Aſtolſo kiſſed the Feet of this 
Purple Emperour, and received his Bleſſing: 
This ancient Rite performed, he purſued his 
Journey through the neighbouring Columns, 
with freſh Hopes of Succeſs. The Genie, 
There boaſted themſelves to be more. Polite 
and Elegant, than any other Tribe of the 
whole Fairy Univerſe. And, perhaps, their 
Claim might not have been utterly diſallow- 
ed, had not. the Vanity of it been expoſed by 
the ſpiteful Mimickry of the Evil Genie: 
among them; who afected the Airs, and Geſ- 
tures of Apes, and ridiculed the ſprightly Gra- 
ces of their Companions, by their Imitation. 

The Scales, indeed, were nicely framed; and 

poliſhed, ſo as to turn this Way, or that, by 
the Impulſe of the lighteſt Atome: But, they 
8 3 were 
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were, for the moſt Part, of a flight Make, 
and too ſhallow to contain any Thing of Bulk 
or Solidity. Plumes of Feathers, Lovers 
Vows, the Smiles of a Coquette, the Glory 
of a Conquerour, the Truth of Romances, or 
the Schemes of Modern Orthodoxy, were 
hourly weighed in them, with a ſcrupulous 
Exactneſs. Aſtolſo, obſerving the Ballance of 
a late Glorious Monarch, to be loaded with 
ſeveral exquiſite Curioſities of this Kind, 
would have taken the Liberty to play ſome 
more ſubſtantial Weights againſt them : But, 
he was oppoſed in his Deſign by the Guar- 
dian Genes, who watch over the Fate of 
Kingdoms, and are very ſolicitous to hinder 
the Scales of Princes from being overbur- 
thened. . 

The impatient Lover, a length, drew to- 
wards the End of his Travels; and, was plea- 
ſed to find himſelf encompaſſed with a Circle 
of Gallant Eline, ſtrutting up and down in 
ſhort Cloaks and'Golila's, who flocked about 
him with Admiration, and ſaluted him in his 
native Lan guage. The ' Spaniſh Writer paſles 
a great Compliment on this Quarter of the 
Temple; which he feigns to be inhabited 
only by Good Genies : But, his Deſcription of 
them ſhews, that he eſteemed them der 

2 * only 
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only in Maſquerade, The Evil Genies had, it 
ſeems, exchanged Habits by Force with their 
Brethren of the vertuous Faction, whom they 
dreſſed up like Furies. Under this Diſguiſe 
theſe Angel Geniet were looked upon with 
Horrour, and confined to gloomy Cells, and 
infernal Darkneſs. "you 

There ſtood a little Group of Pillars, in 
the Northern Corner of the Colonnade, too re- 
markable to be paſſed over in Silence. You 
might there have ſeen whole Rows of Ballan- 
ces faſtened together, with ſmall ſilken Cords, 
ſo as to moye uniformly, as it were by Con- 
ſent. Theſe ſlender Chains ſerved to ſupply 
the Deficiency of Weights ; a great Number 
of empty Scales depending; on the Weight in 
ſome ſingle. Scale, by which they were joynt- 


y ſwayed. Theſe Aſſemblages of Scales, 


thus cloſely combined together, formed, in 
effect, ſeparate Clans; the Leading Genies of 
which were diftinguilhed by the Title of 
Weight-Bearers, In each of theſe Clans, the 
Gentes paid a blind Homage to the Manager 
of the loaded Scale, to which their own 
Scales were linked; nor could they free them- 
ſelves from his Tyranny, but by cutting aſun- 
der thoſe ſilken Snares. The Leaders, jea- 
lous of their Power, took all imaginable Pre- 

S 4 cautions 
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cautions to prevent this Miſchief: But, in 
ſpite of all their Care, ſome Rebel Genie, ſe- 
duced by the Love of Liberty, from Time 
to Time, unfettered the Cluſters of Ballances, 

and gave them to ſwing at large. Upon every 
ſucceſsful Attempt of this Kind, the clatter- 
ing of the Scales, and the Contention of the 
Genies, filled this Region of Pillars with inex- 
preſſible Tumult. 

There was, moreover, in this odd Comer 
of the Temple, a peculiar Kind of Weights, 
which alternately transferred their Vertue 
from one Scale to the other, with a recipro- 
cal Motion, reſembling the Vibration of a 
Pendulum. This occaſioned ſeveral periodical 
Revolutions in the mutable Countrey influ- 
enced by them; and produced a ſtrange Ine- 
quality of Temper among the Inhabitants. It 
is particularly obſervable, that if a learned 
Writer happened to be goyerned by theſe 
ſhifting Weights, every Page of his would be 
checquered with Inconſiſtencies and Contra- 
ditions: And the ſuddain Return of the Bal- 
lance would, ſometimes, nick a Sentence fo 
unluckily, char the latter End of it treache- 
rouſly undermined the Beginning. 

It is (methinks) great Pity, that this unſet- 
tled Region was left unviſited by Aﬀeolſo ; who 
| might 
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might have made ſuch uſeful Diſcoveries (had 
the Courſe of his Adventures led him that 
Way) as will now remain for ever concealed. 
1 ſhould be tempted to ſupply this Defect in 
my Authour, by a little innocent Fiction; 
was I not apprehenſive, I might be apt to 
turn the Obſervations of this Stranger, too 
much to the Honour of this Fickle People, 
which. is (I — "_y dear to Me. 
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r HE following Letter came loaded 
ST le} With a Bullet; which, upon break- 
ing open the Seal, fell into my 
Hand, to my no ſmall Surprize. 


"21A im. Jan. 17. 1718, 


1 Ry you obſige us with, 
being ly calculated for the 


© Publick dg II 2 Ht Liberty to requeſt 

© your ſpeedy Animadverſions on a Method of 
© Breaking Windows, now very much in 
Vogue; the Practice, not of a Raſcally Mob, 
© but of Men of Equipage and Figure ; not 
© only out of Hackney, but ſometimes out of 
© their own, Coaches and Chariots. 


© From 
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From this Faſhionable Amuſement, I and 


« ſeveral of my Neighbours have ſuſtained 


© Great Damages, for Three Nights ſucceſlive- 
g H. A poor Barber, who ſhaves for Two- 

< pence, had above Fifty Shillings Worth of 
© Crown-Glaſs demoliſhed : A Seamſtreſs has 
© been ſerenaded much to the ſame Tune, be- 
< {ides being ſadly wounded by the ſplintered 
© Glaſs: And a China-Shop, in the Fraud, has 
« ſuffered to the Value of ſeveral Pounds Ster- 


© ling. 


© ticular Miſchiefs, the Frights, the Miſcarria- 
© ges, &c. occaſioned by theſe Town-Coblins ; 
| 3 ſince they have found out a chez 
© per, and more effectual, Sort of Small-Shot, 
© of which I encloſe a Sample to you: From 
© their former Extravagance in Half-pence, 
© they are come to the Thrift of Lead-Bul- 
© lets; uſing the Metal of their Brains, in- 
© ſtead of That of their Countenances. By 
this Improvement, They boaſt, that with 
© Five Penny-worth of Ammunition , and 
© Five Shillings in Coach-Hire, they can de- 
© ſtroy Fifty Pounds-worth of Brittle-Ware. 
© One would imagine, they were retained: by 
the Company of Glaſiers, did not their Rank 


6 ſeem above little Neceſſities, while their 
; * Practices 


© It would be endleſs to enumerate the par- 
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© PraRtices level them with the meaneſt of the 
© People. 

5 The ns Free-Thinke cannot 
© but cenſure ſuch unprovoked Outrages: 
© And, ſhould the Publiſhing of this Letter 
( aſſiſted by your Reflections) make thefe 
* Handy-Craft Wits aſhamed of their mali- 
© cious Folly, you will juſtly merit a Hearty 
© Addreſs of Thanks from all the Saſh-Win- 
© dow Shop-keepers in London and Wefimin. 


* ſter, and particularly oblige, 
Generous S I R, 
your conſtam Reader, 
great Admirer, and 
moſt humble Servant, 


5 


P. & When a Coach has been ſtopped, 
© and the Perſons therein accuſed of the Fact; 
© they have evaded the Charge, and attoned 
© for — Guilt, by Vollies of Oaths, and 
© violent Threats, 


THE 
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THE ſprightly Gentlemen, who ſignalize 
Themſelves in theſe unmanly Atchievements, 
ſhoutd conſider, that a poor, induſtrious Shop- 
keeper may, by their Frolicks, be at as great 
an Expence in a Week to repair his Saſhes, as 
would maintain his Family for a Month. 
From this obvious Conſideration, I would fain 
carry their Reflection a little farther, and 

have them know, that the Delight they take 
in aggrieving their Inferiours out of meer 
Wantonneſs, ſhews ſo great a Degeneracy in 
their Nature, ſuch a genuine III-will towards 
Mankind, as renders them even more con- 
temptible than petty Criminals, who lie un- 
der a Temptation to Wickedneſs from their 
Wants. If there be any Seeds of Humanity 
in the Hearts of theſe Inſipid Wags, this ſhort 
Admonition may contribute to make them 
Wiſer; if otherwile, it would be Labour loſt, 
even to bray them in a Mortar. 


I s H AL L, now, anſwer the Expectations of 
one of my Female Pupils, whoſe Deſires will 
not bear Delays; and, to whom the Loſs of 
Time might prove an irreparable Injury. 


Dear 
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Dear Fxrr-TrrnxeR, London, Feb. 2. 1718. 


c HE Perſon, who made his Addreſſes 
4 J to me, proving Faithleſs and Unſin- 
©cere; I am reduced to ſend this publick 
© Adyertiſement to you. I have Fifteen Hun- 
© dred Pounds to my Fortune: My Perſon is 
© not Diſagreable ; and I can pronounce thoſe 
© Irrevocable Words, For Better, for Worſe, to 
© any Man, I like ; having no Body to controul 
© me. 

© Therefore, I give fair Warning to all Bat- 
© chelours (for a Widower is my Averfion) 
© That: if F could meet with a young Man 
© about Twenty-Four, of Orthodox Principles, 
© and a reputable Character; One, who has 
© been well educated, and can give undenia- 
© ble Proofs of his unſully'd Vertue and So- 
© briety ; One, who is Induſtrious, Good-hu- 
* moured, Facetious and Agreable ; on ſuch a 
© Man, 1 ſhould think my Self, and my For- 
© tune, happily beſtowed. 

© When your Batchelour Readers peruſe 
© This, if they are ſenſible they merit the 
© above-mentioned Character, let them ſend 
© their Names and Places of Abode to you ; 
© and, upon the firſt Intimation in your Paper, 
* I pur- 
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I purpoſe to make Choice of that Candidate 


© for a Husband, whoſe Vertues come neareſt 


© to my Wiſhes. I am ſincerely, SIR, 
Your conſtant Monday 
and Friday Readey, 


MIRAN PDA. 


P. S. I once more bar all Widowers ; and 


© every Batchelour, turned: of Twenty-Six. 


I HEARTILY Wiſh Miranda good Succeſs : 
But, I am afraid, ſhe is ſomewhat too ſcru- 


pulous, if not a little chimerical in her 


Choice. She ſeems to require a Young, Diſ- 
creet, Facetious, Induſtrious, Orthodox, Mai- 
den, Husband ; a Rarity, in all Appearance, 
not to be met with, throughout this Populous 
City. 

. therefore, in the firſt Place, adviſe 
my Fair Reader, to make a larger Allowance 
in Years; and not to rejet a Candidate of 
Thirty, who has not lived too Haſtily. It is 
likewiſe my Opinion, ſhe ſhould inſiſt more 
upon the Perſon's Good Senſe, and leſs upon 
his Wit: Facetious Men are, for the moſt 


Part, 


| 

. 
if 
iT 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Part, not greatly addicted to Induſtry ; neither 
are the Induſtrious, uſually, much given to 
Jokeing. 

I am very much at a Loſs, how to ſignify, to 
the Candidates, the preciſe Meaning of my 
kind Correſpondent, as to Orthodox -Princi- 
ples: I wiſh the had particularized the Arti- 
cles, ſhe would have them ſubſcribe, before 
they enter into Matrimony. I will ſuppoſe 
for the preſent, that Miranda means no more, 
than that her Husband ſhould think, in all 
Points, as ſhe thinks; and whether, That be a 
reaſonable Condition, I muſt leave to her De- 
termination: Only, I beg leave to add one 
ſaving Clauſe for my Batchelour Readers in 
General; That the being Well-affeted to the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion may not be accounted 
Hereſy. . 

As to the Implication concerning Male- 
Virginity, It is not only of à very delicate 
Nature; but a moſt ſingulir Merit, in the pre- 
ſent Age: But, as the Naturaliſit have not 
yet been able to aſcertain the Proofs of it; I 
adviſe the Lady (that ſhe may not for ever 
live a Maid) to take this Vertue upon Truſt. 


Friday, 
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8 FE. PREY G 
No 96. Friday, Feb. 20. 1718. 


Ile ſiniſtrorſum, Hic dextrorſum abit ; unus 
utrique 

Error; ſed vuriit inladit partibus, ——— 

_ 


o O Compleat my Diſquiſ tions into 
* 2 W the Nature of Superſtition, and 
7 A Enthiifiaſm, I ſhall cloſe my Re- 
ACS; flettions;. with 2 Parallel between 
theſe Two groſs Impoſitions upoh Mankind, 
commonly miſtaken for Religion. This will 
give me an Opportunity of Contraſting them 
in their ſeveral remarkable Appearances; by 
which Means, my Readers will have a more 
diſtin View of theſe fatal Deluſions; and be 
able to diſcern, wherein they Differ, — 

wherein _ Agree. 


Ne 85, 0 | 
Vo L. II. * Super- 
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Superſtition diſcovers the ſurpriſing Folly, 
Enthuſiaſm the incredible Madneſs, which the 
Mind of Man is capable of: And, in this 
Light, the Former ſeems to be of the baſer 
Original: For, Superſtition preſuppoſes a 
Meanneſs of Spirit, and a natural Defe& in the 
Underſtanding ; whereas, Enthuſiaſm proceeds 
chiefly from a Pride of Heart, and an Exceſs 
of Imagination. The One debaſes the Soul 
below, the Other exalts it above, Reaſon, 
The Enthuſiaſtick Perſon is intrepid in his Ex- 
travagancies; the Superſtitious trembles un- 
der Abſurdities: The Latter ſubmits to Any 
Thing impoſed with a ſolemn Aſpect; the 
Former diſdains Every Thing, which ſprings 
not from Himſelf: The One is Abject; the 
Other Arrogant: The One a meer Slave in 
his Temper, the Captive of imaginary Ter- 
rours; the Other either a compleat Tyrant, 
or Superiour to all Men in his own Con- 
ceit. 

As to the juſt Notions, which we ought to 
entertain of the Supreme Being; Superſtition 
and Enthuſiaſm equally corrupt them: They 
Both repreſent him a Cruel, Fantaſtical, Ar- 
bitrary Maſter; and, make his Government 
of the World to be conducted, not by the 
Rules of Reaſon, but by the uncertain Deter- 

minations 
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minations of his meer poſitive Will. Thus, 
Religion is overthrown, where Either of the 
Evils prevails : Since the Ideas of the Divine 


Juſtice, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, are loſt in 


that ſingle One of his Sovereignty. In this 
only, they differ ; that Superſtition leads Men 
to believe themſelves the Objects, while En- 
thuſiaſm carries them to eſteem Themſelves 
the Inſtruments, of his Partiality or his Ven- 
geance. 

Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, likewiſe, equal- 
ly darken the Underſtafiding ; though not 
after the ſame Manner: The One extinguiſhes 
the Light of Reaſon ; the Other dazles the 
Mind with a falſe Glare: The Firſt produces 
Ignorance, through a Dread of Knowledge; 
the Latter, through a Diſdain of all Informa- 
tion. Superſtition wears out the Impreſſions 
of Common Senſe, by Degrees; Enthuſiaſm 
effaces them, at once: But then, the Mind 
may more eaſily recover its Apprehenſion after 
the haſty Stroke of the One, than after the 


long Stupefaction of the Other. 


The Operations of Enthuſiaſm are ſuddain 


and violent; but, for the moſt Part, of a 


ſhort Duration: The Workings of Superſti- 


tion are inſinuating and flow ; but, generally, 
Laſting. Enthuſiaſm breaks through every 


1 Guard, 
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Guard, and ruſhes in upon the Mind: Super- 
ſtition gains imperceptibly upon the Soul, 
like a ſubtil Poiſon. It may likewiſe be 
. obſerved, that Superſtition ſpreads it ſelf 
through the Multitude ; and that Enthuſiaſm 
only intoxicates a Few; as Folly is more Ge- 
neral than Madneſs : But, to thoſe Few, En- 
thuſiaſm gives ſuch irreſiſtible Power, as en- 
ables them to Influence, and often even to 
Triumph over, the Many. Hence it comes, 
that Enthuſiaſm frequently ſets up a New Re- 
ligion ; and Superſtition always corrupts an 
Old One. 
The Conqueſts of Enthuſiaſm are ſecured 
by Superſtition : And the Cruelties, neceſſary 
to ſupport the Impoſitions of Superſtition, are 
chiefly owing to Enthuſiaſm. It is the Leaven 
of Enthuſiaſm (under the ſpecious Appear- 
ance of Zeal) which ſtirs up the Vulgar to 
perſecute the Heterodox Adherers, whether to 
Truth or Errour : So that, Superſtition over- 
awes all the common Sentiments of Huma- 
nity and Benevolence; while Enthuſiaſm 
works up the Mind to Fierceneſs, and to 
every Barbarity, which is moſt contrary to 


the Natural Affections of Men. 
| Enthuſt- 
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Enthuſiaſm is in full Vigour, at its Birth; 
Superſtition thrives gradually: The Beginning 
of the One, and the Progreſs of the Other, is 
Fatal. When the firſt Efforts of Enthuſiaſm 
are over, and the Storm has ſpent its Rage, 
it generally ſettles into a calm, uniform Su- 
perſtition. Hence, moſt Superſtitions, that 
have been Eſtabliſhed in the World, are only 
the Dregs of ſome preceding Enthuſiaſm. 
Superſtition, therefore, is to be conſidered as 
the more ſtubborn and permanent Evil; En- 
thuſiaſm as the more ſpeedy Deſtruction to So- 
ciety; like a certain Diſtraction, which begins 
with great Furiouſneſs, and at laſt ſubſides in- 
to a Kind of Mad. Folh, more difficult to be 
removed. 

But, as Superſtition is more n Epi- 
demical, diffuſing it ſelf through all Coun- 
tries, and prevailing in every Age; while En- 
thuſiaſm is the Growth of few Places, and 
ſhoots up only in ſome particular Times ; Su- 
perſtition ſeems to be the Evil moſt to be 
- guarded againſt; as That, to which Human 

Nature is moſt liable. Superſtition is a Kind 
of National Diſeaſe to, all Mankind, as the 
Leproſy was to the Fews; which, therefore, 
every Countrey has Reaſon to- fear may 
cleave to it, one Time or other ; And, Enthu- 

- ſiaſm 
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ſiaſm may be compared to a Foreign Plague, 
that infects a Countrey at unawares ; and, 
though the Ravage it creates be greater for 
the Time, than the gradual Ruin of the 
Other; yet, being unexpected, Men are not 
ſo apt to be upon their Guard, nor ſo ready 
to ſind out the proper Methods of avoid- 
ing it. 

Tus leads me to finiſh the Contraſt of 
theſe Two Enormities, by examining which 
of them is eaſieſt to be cured. 

It is much more practicable, to bring the 
Mind down from too exalted a Condition, 
than to raiſe it from a depreſſed Stupidity. 
The Intellectuals of the Enthuſiaſt are more 
properly over- powered for the preſent, than 
deſtroyed, by his heated Imagination; ſo that, 
he may at laſt (when the Hurry of his Delu- 
ſion is over) bring himſelf to attend to the 
Calls of Reaſon: Whereas, Superſtition ſo 
deadens the Underſtanding, and benumns the 
Faculties, that they become uſeleſs, and 
grow more Lethargick, the longer they are 
oppreſſed. It is eaſier to retrench what is 
Superfluous, than to ſupply what is Deficient, 
in the Powers of the Mind : And, though the 
Enthuſiaſt be full of Himſelf; yet, through that 
vey Vice he may come to Know Himſelf, by 

often 
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often reflecting on Himſelf, though it be in a 
wrong Method. The Superſtitious Man, on 
the contrary, diſtruſts and undervalues his Rea- 
ſon ſo much, that he dares not venture to 
make the leaſt Uſe of it: He always relies 
upon the Opinions of Others; and is ſo very 
difident of Himſelf, that his Fears and Appre- 
henſions will not permit him either to Know 
Himſelf, or to come to the Knowledge of 
any Thing, from his own Reflection. The 
Cure of the Superſtitious begins, with raiſing 
their Thoughts in Regard to their own Abi- 
lities and Privileges: The Cure of Enthu- 
ſiaſts, with bringing them down to ſome Suſ- 
picion of their fancied Worth. Let'the One 
learn to conſider, that he is at leaſt a Man; 
and the Other to reflect, that he is, at moſt, 
but a Man. 

Upon the Whole; it cannot be well . 
mined, which of theſe Two Vices (grown to 
their Height) i is moſt Flagitious and Deſtruc- 
tive, in Society: But, when they Both happen 
to unite their Forces, they accompliſh every 
Evil, that can affect Human Life; as they add 
all the Cruelties, that can be practiced, to all 
the Abſurdities, that can be imagined. 


1 4 | Monaay, 


* 
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Ne 97. Monday, Feb. 23. 1718. 


 Commiſiſſe cavet quod mox mutare laboret. 
HoR. 


„ 


—_— 


Ta the Aut hour of the FaEE-THINKER, 
SIR, Jan. 22. 1718. 


WACIG ERE I in an ill State of Health, 


7. N 


„ I ſhould apply my ſelf to an able 
1 * Phyſician; and, as my Mind is 
e under ſome Diſorder, I addreſs 
© my ſelf to you for Advice, without Cere- 
© mony ; not doubting of your Directions, and 
S your Pity. 

I am a young Fellow, newly entered up- 
c on the Stage of Buſineſs; and have Nothing 
© to recommend me to the World, but a 
common Share of Underſtanding, el 
© with a little Learning. I know not whe- 
< ther it be my Happineſs, or my Misfortune, 
to 


- 
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© to have all the Modeſty imaginable, without 
< being Sheepiſh : But I hope, an obliging, ho- 
© neſt Diſpoſition towards all Men, can be no 
© Prejudice to me. I think I may boaſt of 
© Good-Nature and Integrity, in the moſt ex- 
© tenſive Senſe; ſince, after a ſtrict Examina- 
© tion of my Heart, I am not conſcious of 
© being in the leaſt inclingble to injure my 
© Neighbour ; or, to deal treacherouſly by my 
© Friend. I am not of a Temper to write In- 
< juries in Marble, and Benefits in the Duſt. It 
© is no ſmall Pain to me, that I cannot acquit 
© my ſelf of the Obligations, I lye under to 
© thoſe few Perſons, who have conferred Be- 
© nefits upon me: Which proceeds from a 
principle of Gratitude, and not from any 
pride of Heart; unleſs the Deſire of deſer- 
© ving a Favour, before 1 receive it, may be 
© called Pride. 
© Bleſt with theſe artleſs Qualifications, but 
© furniſhed with little acquired Merit, and leſs 
Wealth; it has been my good Fortune to 
© become acquainted with a Lady, inferiour 
© to None of her Sex in Vertue and fine Senſe, 
© ] have received ſome Marks of her Eſteem : 
© So that, by Degrees I began, through my 
Affection and my Ambition, to look upon 
her, not as an Acquaintance only; but, as a 
* moſt 
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© moſt amiable Friend. By an hundred offi- 
© cious Services, I have at length, cultivated- 
© a pure and perfect Friendſhip between us; 
© which, on my Part, is 


| s ſtrong, ſo ſure, 
© As neither Time can change, nor Art can curc. 


- © But, as my Paſſion is not of a Selfiſh Na- 
© ture, and propoſes no other End but a laſt- 
© ing, mutual Happineſs, with a kind, faithful 
© Companion for Life; I am reſolved, while 
© I am in a Condition not above the Con- 
© tempt of the Wealthy, to continue ſingly 
© miſerable ; rather than feel the double Afflic- 
© tion of bringing Poverty, or Diſgrace, or any 
© Sorrow, to diſturb the Peace of her Boſom, 
© whoſe Repoſe is to me dearer than Life. 

© Should I ſway her Judgment to mz 

« wie own K. is not — 
© with my narrow Circumſtances, to acquit 
© me of Imprudence; and, as the Succeſs of 
© a young Man is very uncertain, the would 
© have Reaſon to upbraid my Raſhneſs, and to 
© think meanly of my Regard for her. What, 
© therefore, ſhall I do ? 


© But 
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But I find, I already repent of my pru- 
© dent Reſolutions, I am Jealous, and full of 
© Apprehenſions, that my lovely Acquaintance 
© may, one Day, liſten to the Addreſſes. of 
© ſome rich Rival. I could ſubmit to 
Thing for her Intereſt; but, I could ſooner 
© chooſe to die, than live without her. Every 
© Man has his Favourite Wiſh ; without the 
© Hopes of obtaining which, he cannot be 
c Happy: This Lady is mine: And, ſo long as 
© ſhe gives me Aſſurances of her — In- 
e — on I ſhall count an Age of Services 


© ploriouſly employed; if, at laſt, I am recom- 
« penſed with the Poſſeſſion of a Perſon, 


po has no Faults, or I no Fault can ſpy ; 
© Who is all Beauty, or all Blindneſs J. 


* Your Advice to my Self, and my deareſt 
© Friend, ſhall be thankful ly acknowledged 
© by, TOY 


5 1 Rs. 
Tour moſt Humble Servant, 


F— 0. 
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M Y Patients, who labour under Doubts, 
Uncertainties, reſtleſs Paſſions, or any other 
Infirmity of Mind, and more eſpecially the 
Love-fick Wretches (who often conſult me) 
muſt own, I am a very Generous (and, I 
hope, a ſucceſsful) Practitioner. I am to be 
ſpoken with at all Hours, and preſcribe at 
very reaſonable Rates, conſidering I make up 
my own Medicines, and that my Packets ne- 
ver exceed the Price of Two-pence. 

I have leiſurely conſidered the Indiſpoſition, 
now before me; and find it to be a Compli- 
cated Caſe; in which there are ſome Obſtruc- 
tions to be removed, and a Feaveriſhneſs to 
be a little abated, before the Patient can re- 
coyer a healthful Temper of Mind, In the 
mean Time, the natural Conſtitution of the 
Gentleman ſeems to be ſound, and to promiſe 
a manly,, yertuous Conduct, under proper Re- 
gulations. | 
Before any Perſons, who have Youth and 
Health to prompt them on, venture to em- 
bark in Matrimony, they {ſhould prepare for a 
long, expenſive Voyage, and provide, at leaſt, 
againſt the Neceſſities apparently incident to 
ſuch an Undertaking ; which I need not enu- 
merate. A fingle Paſſenger, if he fore- 
ſees 
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ſees a Storm he cannot weather, may make 
to Shore in a Skiff; when a whole Family may 
be obliged to ride it out, at all Hazards; or, 
may be becalmed, and periſh for Want of 
Proviſions, Theſe prudential Conſiderations 
are the Obſtructions mentioned; which may 
be removed, in a reaſonable Time, by a con- 
ſtant Courſe of Induſtry and Frugality, tem- 
pered with ſuch an obliging Behaviour as 
may enhanſe my Correſpondent's Merit, and 
conciliate to him an univerſal Good-will, as 
well as procure him the Favour of his Supe- 

riours. 
As to the Symptoms of Feaveriſhneſs , 
which appear in the violent and irregular Pul- 
ſes of my Patient's Heart ; the moſt approved 
Julep, I can recommend to him, is to come 
to a ſpeedy and plain Declaration with the 
Lady; and, thereupon, to obtain full Aſſuran- 
ces of her Fidelity, and of her Reſolution to 
give his honeſt Endeavours fair Play , and 
cheerfully to wait the Event, If he cannot 
obtain this Satisfaction, and the Fair ſhould 
reckon the Want of Equipage a Want of 
Merit ; let him compoſe his Inquietude with 
this Reflection: That the Virgin, whoſe pre- 
vailing Paſſions happen to be Vanity and Im- 
patience, 
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patience, will probably make but a vexatious 
Wiſe,” in the moſt plentiful Circumſtances : 
Neither will a Lady, who looks upon her 
Lover as her Inferiour, be apt, upon the Ac- 
quiſition of a competent Fortune, to conſider 
him, when a Husband, as an Equal; and much 
leſs will the regard him as her Superiour and 
| Directour. 
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No 9g. Friday, Feb. 27. _ 


— 


Paſtores I ee ornate e poetam 
Arcades ; invidia rumpantur ut ilia Codro. 


VIRG. 


_— — 


. is an inexpreſſible Satisfaction 

do a candid Temper, to be em- 
wes ployed in revealing the latent 

ez Merit of any Man: And, I am 
ſorry; that T have not frequent Opportunities 
of indulging my Heart in this Pleaſure. This 
makes me lay hold on the firſt Occaſion of 
this Kind, with Impatience ; eſpecially, ſince 
1 hope to pleaſe all the Lovers of Poetry, at 
the ſame Time that I gratify my ſelf. From 
this Motive, I take the Liberty to mention 
Mr. Welſted for the Authour of the following 
Poem ; a young Gentleman, not yet greatly 
known by his Writings ; though he will not 
long remain without his Share of Reputa- 
tion, 


1 muſt 
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I muſt acquaint my Readers, that this 
Poem came to my Hands, without a Title 
prefixed to it; therefore I ſhall recommend it 
under the general Name of A Love-Tale. 
There appears in it the Luxuriancy of a 
youthful Imagination ; a Luxuriancy like that, 
which is ſo remarkable in Ovid : And indeed, 
the Ovidian Manner of Writing is manifeſt in 
almoſt every Line. So that They, who do 
not read That Poet in the Original, will have 
the Satisfaction of ſeeing, Here, the Turn of 
Wit, which made him the Delight of Rome : 
And, the Men of Letters will be pleaſed to 
ſee the Familiar Graces of Ovid revive in 
their own Countreyman. 

The Whole Piece being of too great a 
Length to be printed in this Half-Sheet, I am 
obliged to reſerve the remaining Part, till 
Monday. 


Mo Nd the Nymphs, who random 
2 Orequeſt boaſt, 

Lavinia ſpreads the careleſ; Triumph moſt : 

Nuuſb d with immortal Bloom, where're ſhe moves, 

All Eyes attend her, and the Publick Loves, 


Free 


oy 
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Free from Concern ſhe ſeems, while Crouds admire, 
And, with unconſcious Beauty, wakes Defire: 
Unrivall'd in the heedleſs Art to pleaſe, 

Pain to all Hearts ſhe gives, her own at Eaſe, 


The Crowd of Females ſhine in gay Brocader, 

And Half their Charms are hoſt, in Let and 
Shades - | 

Hid in the rich Embarraſſments of Art, 
A Nymph is, of her ſelf, the ſmalleſt Part. 
Lavinia, nor with Diamond Stars is dreſt, 
Nor Rubies bleed in Ooſiets on ber Breaſt ; 
The Perſian Loom, and glittering Tiſſue, ſcor' 4, 
She boaſts more enuy d Graces, unadorn d: 
No Aid, from Coft, ſhe needs ; for Nature's Care, 
With a free Hand, indulged ber to be Fir. 
Her gloſſy Treſſe wear the golden Hue, 
The Luſtre, which in ſunny Rays, we viem; 
Her roſy Cheek a genuine Vermeil dies; 
And, a bright Blue, the Fluid in her Eyes: 

Vol Ib - U HBeäebold, 


* 
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Behold her Boſom! an expanded White, 
Opening at large; the Proſpect of Delight 

The finiſh d Figure, not retouch'd by Art, 
Imprints a laſting Image on the Heart. 


The matchleſs Nymph, e er Nature's genial Fire 
Warm'd her unripen'd Boſom to Deſire, 
By Virgin-Legends to Diſdain betray d, 
Had wow'd to live, and vow'd'to die, a Maid: 
From Man and Hymen's dreaded Rites ſhe flew, 
A Rebel to the Foys, ſhe never knew; 
Reſolv'd her Sex's Fortune not to ſhare, 
And ſhun, alike, the Folly. and the Care. 
Fond of ſequeſired Scenes, from Noiſe remov'd, 
The ſhady Wood: and limpid Stream ſbe loud. 
Oft ſeen a Huntreſs, in the ſhady Mood; 
And often, bathing in the limpid Flood. | 
Now, with the Morn, ſhe chaſed the flying 
Fawn, 
Through the green Meadows and the lonely 
Lawns; © | 


Now 
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Now, loft in Thought, and pleat'd alone to ſtray, 
Through ſilent Shades ſbe marks her pathleſs Pay. 
But, while through Nature's Works ſhe joys tg 

„ & | 
She never thinks of Nature's Parent, Love, 

The Scene, that bleſt Lavinia“ Leiſure; fmil4 
With Hills, and Valet, and Woods, a blooming 

Wilde, | 
She ſhun'd the ſultry Ray in Fafimin Bow'rs ; 
She trod on Carpets of ſweet-ſmelling Flow'rz : 
Where re ſbe turns, luxuriant Lazidskips riſe, 
And ſtill ſhe breathes in Aromatick Skies: 
For, with the Day ſpontaneous Sweets are born, 
And ſhed the flagrant Freſhnieſs of the Morn, 
Ecchoes and rude Ca ſcades are heard around, 
While with ſoft Murmurs, th ough tþ enchanted 
Ground, 
A winding Rivulet ſhapes its 0 ver Flow, 
And ſhews a ſhining Bed of Sands below; 


hes] 


VU 3 Mat. 
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Wide. branching Trees are ranged on either Side; 
The branching Shadows trem\le in the Tide. 


This chaſte Receſs, this unfrequented Shade, 
By Day for Nymphs, by Night for Fairies made, 
Lavinia's Hours, devoid of Care, employs ; 

And ſooths her Soul with fond, romantic Joys. 
Off”, in the ſilver Stream, her ſelf ſhe views ; 
And, often pleat d, her Likeneſs oft renews : 
There, Grace in Dreſs ſhe learnt, in Motion Eaſe ; 
And prafticed, though ſhe knew not why, to pleaſe, 
Now, ſome Poetick Tale her Mind relieves; 
And now ſhe bather, and now ſhe Garland: 
Weaver : 
A thouſand Follies, to amuſe, ſhe tries ; 
A thouſand different Ways, from Love, ſhe flies; 
But, all her thouſand Follies fruitleſs prove ; 
And all the Arts, ſhe tries, are Snares of Love. 


A youthful Suiter, (Acon was his Name) 
Though hopeleſs to approve his faithful Flame, 
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 Languiſh'd her Beauties naked to explore; 

And ftill, the more he ſaw, he languiſh'd more. 
Within a ſecret Grot, clandeſtine laid, 0 
oft, when ſhe batb'd, he view'd the beav'nly 

Maid: 

His piercing Eye ran quick o'er every Part ; 

And took in All Lavinia, but her Heart. 

As Painters Maſter-works,' he ſcans her oer, 

And dwells on Beauties unobſery'd before ; 

And ſpies out Gyaces, through her faultleſs Frame, 
So caſt in Shades, ſo nice, they want a Name. 
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The Continuation of Mr. WzLstzD's Poem. 


Fall, who ſtrove Lavinia's Heart to 
A0 | BO gain, 

KEV * She heard, with leaſt Relndtance, 

Acon'/ Pain + 

Not proud to ſcorn, nor Rind to eaſe his Fate, 
Averſe to love, but wanting Power to hate; 
His growing Vertues, laviſh to commend, 
She wiſh'd thoſe Vertues in a Female Friend. 
All ſhe could give, ſhe gave; and ſtrove to ſhow, 
She was not Acon's, but bis Paſſin' 5 Foe. 


Once, on a Day (a moſt auſpicious Day ') 
While in his Grot the longing Lover lay, 
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She came (bor wonted Hour) to bathe, undreſt. 

Miſdeeming nought, he door d ber flowing Veſt: 

Her Veſt, by «wanton Winds, was wav'd afide ;. , 
And only fann'd the Limbs, it ud to hide. 
The needleſs Covering, now, apart ſhe threw ; 

And gave her ſpotleſs Form, entire, to View : 

A Blaze of hams, unveil d, the Veſtal ſhows, 

And Beauties in a bright Aſſemblage roſe ! 
A while, her coatry Picture ſhe ſurveyd, 5 
Pleas'd, with the fair Creation, which ſhe made; 
Then, ſtepping in, defac'd the Rival Sade.) 
Onnfiding to the Stream, around her throng, 
The liquid Wares, and bear the Nymph along- 
Her Nliant Limbs the liquid Waves diviac ; 

And ſhine, like poliſh'd Marble, through the Tide; 
As Lillies, cloſed in Chryſtal, court the Sight 
With purer Luſtre and redoubled White. 


Aud mow, her ſportive Exerciſe is o'er, 
Cool, from the Toil, ſbe ſeeks the flow'ry Shore : 
234 Stretch'd 
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Sretch'd on the tender Herb, with Cowſlips ſpread, 
Her Ivory Arm ſupports her bending Head : 
And now, a gentle Slumber ſoftly ſway'd 

Her gentler Thoughts, and triumph d o'er the 


Maid. 
Half naked, cover d half, ſupine ſhe lay, 
In Sight of Acon, and the Face of Day. 
How ſhould th* impatient Youth an Object bear 
(Diſtrafting Sight !) ſo opportunely Fair ! 
Forth ſrom the Gret he ſprings, reſolv d to prove 
The lucky Hour ; if ſwch there. be in Love : 
Reſolv'd, howe'er, hit certain Fate to try, 
To live belov'd, or by her Horn to die. 


Her nearer Beauties give him new. Surpriſe : 
He vierws her all at large, except her Eyes ; 
Her Eyes alone the Power of Sleep withdrew. 
He view d her Lips ; but, could not only view: 
He gently ſloop'd ; and fearful of the Bliſs, 
Raviſh'd, with doubtful Joy, a haſty Kiſs. 

The 
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The Virgin ftarted ; and back ſprung the Swain, 
With Fear half dying; but, bis Fear was vain : 
For, twas not the kind Kiſs, that made her ftart ; 
"Twas not the Kiſs , that trembled from ber 
Heart, 


The ſlighted God of Love, who long addreſt | 
His Shafts, in vain, againſt Lavinia's Breaſt, 
Had ſent a pannick Viſion to alarm 
Her Soul, faſt-fetter'd in the ſleepy Charm, 
Before her, ſtands the Image of a Rape ; 

And ſhews the Raviſher in Acon's Shape : 
The ſtrong Deluſion paints th enamour d Boy, 
Eager to ſeiſe, and ruſbing to hit Joy. 
She ſhudders at the Crime, and fain would fly ; 
Her Feet ſeem faſten'd, and the Flight deny. 
Now, bis fierce Graſp ſhe ſtruggles to elude ; 
Now breathleſs lies, and ſeems to Love ſubdu d: 
The Phantom, with ſuch Energy deceiv d, 
Her Colour vary d, and ber Boſom heav'd, 

And 
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And broken Sighs, and troubled Murmurs roſe ; ; 


No dubious Tokens of her fancied Woes. = 


Acon perceiv'd, the Tumult of her Mind, | 
Aud, what the Dream ſuggeſted, half divin'd : 


N hat could he do to firengthen the Deceit, 


And to her waking Heart her Pears repeat? 
Led by hit happy Gueſs, and from Deſpair 


| Grown cunning to contrive, and apt to dare; 


He ſeems ſome Power freſh-riſing fram the Fload, 

And his pure Limbs outſhine the wwatry Cod. 

Panting and freſh from fluſhing Joys, he ſhud; 

And, with diſſembl'd Heat, his Features glow'd : 

Tb Event may happy, or unhappy, prove, 

Precipitate ber Hate, or ſpeed his Love; 

Then, boldly let him give his Fancy Scope : 

He needs not fear, who is depriv d of Hope, 
Now, from the Virgin's Eyes the Slumber fell; 

And Love, aveng d, diffolves the drouſy Spell. 

Her 


No 99 The FREE enn 315 

Her Lover ſeen, ſhe ſickens at the Sight, | 

And her pale Cheeks confeſs a wild Affright: 

She fhuns his Look, her Eyes in daubtful Tears ; 

Her Eyes ſee only to confirm ber Fears : | 

Her Poſture, and her Dreſs, the Plage, the Maak, 

Aſiſt the Fraud, and give it Force like Truth. 

Sunk in Confuſion, and oppreſt with Shame, 

She now mo longer doubss ber injured Fame : 

On Rage, at firſt, her frantick Thoughts are bent 
But ſoon, alaſs ! her idle Rage is ſpent. 

She pines, ſhe droops, deſponding of Relief; ; 

And all her Paſſions ſoften into Grief. = 

Speechleſs, a while, with downcaſt Looks ſhe lies, 

The ſilent Anguiſh ſtreaming from her Eyes: 

At length her Head th aff lifted Nymph upreart, 

And add theſe moving Accents to her Trarr. 


© If Wrongs are door d, for Crimes unknown 
© to me; 


Net, bow do 1 deſerve thoſe hien from Thee? 
© Go, 
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© Go, baſe Pretender to a Lover's Name, 

© Falſe to thy Vows, and Traitour to thy Flame ! 
© Inbuman Youth, my raviſb d Fame reſtore ; 


But raviſp'd Fame, alaſs ! returns no more. 


© Te Heavens, if Innocence can be your Care, 

< Why have you made it fatal to be Fair ? 

© Baſe Man, the Ruin of our Sex, is born ; 

« The Beauteous are his Prey, the Reſt his Scorn : 


© Alike unfortunate, our Fate is ſuch, 


Me pleaſe too Little, or we pleaſe too Much, 


The Cyprian Queen, who gives in, Love 
Succeſs, 


And guides the lucky Seaſons of Adareſs,, 
Bebeld with pitying Eyes Lavinia's Grief ; 


And, by a Power Divine, apply'd Relief: 
In that bleſs Hour, ſhe taught her favourite) 
Swain 


Tbe frightful Viſion kindly to explain; 


And gave him Skill to plead a Lover's Pain. 
| | The 
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The long perplex'd Deluſion firſt he clear d, 3-4 
And freed her Mind from ys the Its ſhe 
fear d; 
Then, ſpoke his Paſſion with ſuch tender Art, 
The melting Inſpiration touch'd her Heart : 
The Fears that did, before, her Terrour nove, 
Are now become Inducements all to Love. 


Now Acon, the coy Nymph is wholly Thine : 
Nor will her Fame permit her to Decline 
His Suit, who ſaw her, with familiar Eyes, 
Aſleep, and only cover'd with the Skies. 
The happy Youth obſerv'd her guiltleſs Shame, 
Her riſing Bluſhes, and her kindling Flame. 
The ſceet Confuſion of ber Face he view'd, 
Her gentle Looks, and ſoft Sollicitude. 
With welcome Force he met her yielding Charms, 
And preſ#d the faint Reſiſter in his Arms, 
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The vanquiſh'd Maid ſoon roſe a ſparkling 
Vit: 
Roſe to new Joys, and unexperienc'd Life : 
Bribed with the Pleaſures of ber faultleſs Love, 
She quits the limpid Stream, and ſhady Grove ; 
On the wild Taſte of Virgin-Bliſs refines, 
And in the Bright Aſſembly Brighteſt ſhines. 
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No 100. Friday, March 6. 1718. 


— — 
Pax licet interdum eſt, Pacis fiducia nunquam. 
Ovip. 


2 1 2 


HALL now ſpeak to the Se- 
STIL cond general Head of my Eighty- 
OL Eirſt' Lecture; wherein 1 have ob- 
SUSE (crved, That a Miniſter of State 
| ſhould have 4 more diſtinet Knowledge" of the 
Treaties and Hunſactiont, which" have been ne- 
gociated beroveen his Maſters, and ſuch States as 
are, or have been, in Alliance with them; antl 
more eſpecially Thoſe, with whom an Alliance 
has, for Ages, been eſteemed the perpetual Imereſt 


of his own Countrey. 
Arr Treaties, whatſoever, are ultimately 


reducible. to Two Denominations : Either ' 
they ate Treatier of Peace; or, Treaties of Al- 
liance. A Treaty of Peace is no more, than 
a mutual Promiſe not to hutt each other; a 
particular 
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particular Stipulation to perform what Na- 
ture both teaches and es. Whereas, a 
Treaty of Alliance is ovenant, which 
obliges to do, or not to — Something; which 
(without ſuch an Alliance) Men would not 
think themſelves bound either to do, or to 
avoid. 

In both theſe Inſtances, the Difficulty is; 
That, when Sovereign Powers enter into mu- 
tual Covenants and Alliances, the ſtrongeſt 
Potentate always enjoys the Fruits of a Peace 
concluded, as well as the particular Benefit, 
covenanted as the Condition for it: And this, 
without any Apprehenſion of being diſturbed 

by his leſs powerful Neighbour; who muſt 
never expect to enjoy the ſame Security, by 
Vertue of the ſame Treaty : For, notwith- 
ſtanding the Name and Appearance of Peace, 
it behoves the Weakeſt to be as Diffident and 
Circumſpect, as if no Peace had been con- 
cluded. 

And, if this be the Caſe in pure Treaties of 
Peace, by which the contracting Powers only 
reſtrain each other from all Acts of Hoſtility; 
what muſt we think of Treaties of Alliance, 
wherein there are frequently Engagements, on 
Both Sides, for Aſſiſtance by Men, Arms, or 
Money ? The Uncertainty of obtaining what 
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is Covenanted is, ſurely, much greater. That 
Miniſter, therefore, has but ſmall Skilt in Po- 
liticks, who truſts much to the bare Treaties 
of the Generality of Princes. 

The while Advantage of Treaties of Al- 
liance conſiſting in the Priority of -Perfor- 
| mance, a dexterous Negociatour will always 

ſhift this Condition from his Maſter,” and 


endeavdur to draw the other Party to per- 
form, firſt, what is covenanted for hini to do. 
And, when this happens in Matters, whereby 
the Party, who Firſt Performs, is really weak- 


ened, while the other is ſtrengthened ; and 


this, only upon the Hopes of ſome future Ad- 


vantages, which are to accrue; the Firſt Per- 


former is (in all Probability) a Traytour to 


himſelf: Becauſe, he raſhly pays down Reali- 
ties and Subſtance, in Exchange for Words, 
Hands, Seals, and Oaths: All which, put toge- 
ther, are often too Light to overballance the 
Weight of Intereſt and Ambition, ſet in the 
oppoſite Scale. 

But, to expreſs my Thoughts more parti- 
culatly upon this Subject, I ſhall obſerve; 


That all Treaties and Stipulations (of this lat 


ter Sort) between ſupreme Princes, or States, 
ſpring from one, or more, of the Three fol- 
lowing Motives: Either, from a mutual Di- 

Vol. II. : X ſtruſt 
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ſtruſt of one, or more, formidable Neighbours ; 
and à common Deſire to be able to defend 
Themſelves : Or, from a Joint-Purpoſe to ob- 
tain the ſame Thing, appertaining to a third- 
Power, as likewiſe to enrich Themſelves by 
uniting with Another : Or, laſtly, from Arro- 
ance, Vain-glory and Ambition. However, 
it imports Little, in Point of Politicks, to in- 
ſit upon the Reaſons from whence Quarrels 
ariſe with one neighbouring State, and Alli- 
ances with another: The ſingle Queſtion to 
be conſidered (in Relation to what they may 
reaſonably apprehend from each other) is, 
whether the Covenanters do equally ſtand in 
fear of, and want equally the Aſſiſtance of, 
One another ; ; and, whether their reſpective 
Intereſts are equally concerned in what they 
propoſe, either to Obtain, or to Defend. 

To ſpeak plainer yet; the whole Secret 
conſiſts in knowing, Whether They, who enter 
into a League or Alliance, have a common 
Danger to avoid; or, a common Intereſt to 

ſuc : For, where-ever theſe Ties are wan- 
ting, all Contracts are made only for the Be- 
nefit of the Strongeſt, and to the certain Pre- 
judice (if not Ruin) of the Weakeſt, Party. 
So that, if any Prince cannot ſingly defend 
Himſelf againſt Another, who is much more 

Powerful, 
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Powerful, without entering into an Alliance 
or Capitulation with him; he will, by ſuch 
Alliance, be ſooner overthrown; more eſpecis 
ally if, in Conſequence of the Alliance, he 
becomes obliged to make War upon a Neighs 
bour, who is likewiſe ſtronger than Himſelf ; 
Since it is much ſafer to have many powerful 
Neighbours, than One. How many Princes 
and States are there in Europe, who owe their 
Safety, entirely, to their being furrounded by 
powerful Neighbours ; whoſe Jealouſy of each 
other protects the ſmaller Communities from 
becoming a Prey to any One of the Greater? 
And fome Princes, at leaſt of an inferiour 
Rank, by being too ititimately allied with the 
Late French Monarch, have experienced This 
to be as true a Maxim in Politicks, an in pris 
vate Life; That a Man of à ſmall Fortune it 
ſoon ruined by aſſociating with Companions, much 
Superior to Himſelf. 7 | 
From theſe Reflections it may be concluded; 
That no wiſe Miniſter, who ſerves a Prince of 
any conſiderable Power, will adviſe his Maſtet 
(unleſs the Neceſſity of Affairs obliges him) 
to enter into Alliances with Princes, or States, 
ſtronger than Himſelf; but will, rather, chooſe 
to make Leagues with ſuch Powers, as are in- 
feriour in Strength: Becauſe, in this Caſe, he 
xX 2 will 
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will generally have it in his Power to cove- 
nant, that the Weaker ſhall Firſt make Good 
his Part of the Engagement. And befides, in 
all doubtful Points (the moſt Powerful of the 
Parties concerned being always the Expoſi itours 
of all Treaties) where mention is made of 
enjoining Him to perform an Article capable 
of being diſputed; he will be able to inter- 
pret it to his own Advantage; not to ſay, 
that after the Performance on the Other Side, 
he will be at Liberty to act no otherwiſe, than 
be ſhall judge convenient. 

Let us, in the laſt Place, *** the * 
dence of a Miniſter, who ſerves a Prince, or 
State, of an 'inferiour Degree of Power, If 
the Neceſſity of Affairs obliges him to treat 
an Alliance with a Prince of ſuperiour Force; 
he will highly injure his Maſter, if he does 

not contract, that the ſtronger Party ſhall Firſt 
execute what he engages to perform. For, if 
the Alliance be grounded upon a Common 
Intereſt, the Superiour has little or no Reaſon 
to fear, when he has fulfilled his Engagements, 
that he ſhall be deceived by his Weaker Ally. 
And, if the ſtrongeſt of the Two Contracting 
Powers be unwilling to comply with this 
reaſonable Condition ; he gives the Weaker a 
juſt Suſpicion of his Sincerity ; and tacitly 
warns 
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warns him, not to enter into an Alliance, 
which (in all Probability) w_ turn nee mon 
to his Prejudice. 


Gratitude is entirely Foreign t to Politicks J 
And, States have no Rule of Action, but their 
Intereſt. It is, I fear, paſt my Skill to recon- 
cile the Integrity of private Life, with the 
Adminiſtration” of publick Affairs. Between 
One Independent Power, therefore, and Ano- 
ther, the only 0 never to be Deceived, is 
never N Confi 


* 
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Nv 101. money's March 9. 118. 


Lito the famed Grecian Web, is Winans 
Thought : 


An Hour unravels, what a Day had wrought. 
| HAR150N. 


HAVE lately given the Britiſb 
Nation a Specimen, or Two, of 
the artful Addreſs of a certain ro- 
SLES mantick Philoſopher, in concealing 
ſerious Inſtruction, under the enſnaring Diſ- 
guiſe of a Love. Tale. This, doubtleſs, pro- 
ved a happy Expedient, to inſinuate his Phi- 
loſophy into the Hearts of his Countrey- 
Women; which (according to the following 
Syſtem of this Gallant Writer) was only to be 
coed by the Irreſiſtible Power of Love. 


—— — 


# Ne 88, 94. 
| | have 
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I have already picked ont the moſt uſeful 
Notions, that may be gathered from this in- 
tricate Tale; which I have unfolded, for the 
Benefit of my Female Pupils :. And, to entice 
them yet more to the Study of it, I now 
condeſcend to entertain them with the. leſs 
Inſtrugtive Part of the Allegory ; which, 1 fear, 
will pleaſe them moſt. 

The artfal Coricealment, this intrigueing 
Authour was obliged to uſe throughout theſe 
Philoſophical Adventures, to ſecure his dark In- 
timgtions from Cenſure, made it neceſſary for 
me, in the Two preceding Papers, to neg- 
le& the Beauty of his Stile, that I might the 
more fully explain his Delign : But, to oblige 
my curious Readets with a Taſte of His Man- 
ner of Writing, I ſhall endeavour. at a cloſe 
Tranſlation of the Remainder of the Novel; 
which, as it concerns only Love Intrigues, 
needed no ſuch Veil of Obſcurity, to skreen 
it from the wanton Obſervation of the Or- 
thodox Fathers. 

This (I hope) may be admitted as my Apo- 
logy, for the ſeeming Unpoliteneſs of the Im- 
putation caſt by my ' Authour (in the follow- 
ing unphiloſophical Part of this Novel) on 
that Sex, in whom the Faculties of Reaſon 
ate more delicate. 


: © mn This 
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This Imputation might, perhaps, be very 
juſt in the Original ; though it will appear, in 
the Tranſlation, very foreign to our Manners, 
and Sentiments. However the wild Notion, 
advanced by Don Juan, might be ſuited to 
the Beauties of the Spaniſh Court, who are 
Enemies to Free-thinking ; it is, by no Means, 
applicable to Engliſh Ladies : Since They 
cannot, without manifeſt Injuſtice, be ſuſpec- 
ted of borrowing their Underſtandings, from their 
leſi-accompliſhed Lovers. | 

This diverting Writer (whoſe pleaſurable: - 

Vein of Wit gained him the ſoft Diminutive 
Appellation of Vellaſquillo, in the Court of 
Philip the Fourth) having conducted his Aſtol- 

fo, through the Nations of Pillars, to his Na- 
tive Countrey ; continues his Narration, in this 

fHorid and lofty Strain, ' 


c YVY E Nymphs of Andaluſia, and ye Swains 
a of Eſtramadura, accuſe not the Delay 
© of the Lover, in the Enchanted Labyrinth; 
© nor too rigorouſly cenſure his Neglect, in 
© ſuffering himſelf to be ſo long diverted by 
© a ſuperfluous Search after Wiſdom, from 
the Purſuit of Beauty; which is more indiſ- 
* penſably neceſſary, in a Cayalier. No ſooner 
© is he arrived amongſt his Kindred Geniet, 
* than he feels, afreſh, the ſuperipur Force 
! 4 © c of 


/ 
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* of Gallantry, peculiar to his Countrey. The 
© Crowds of Vulgar Ballances no longer 
© merit his Attention ; the idle Sport of alter- 
© ing the Opinions of Men no more delights 
© him : The fond Hope of fixing Liſarda's Bal- 
© lance, alone, tempts his Ambition. A Lov- 
er's Inſtin& guides him to the Seat of Gran- 
© deur ; the Scene of Magnificence ; the 
c School of Honour; the Mirrour of noble 
© Paſſion ; the Court of Beauty ; the Paradiſe 
© of Low and Conſtancy; or (to ſum up all 
Earthly Glories) the ſtately Range of Co- 
© lumns, that compoſe MADRID. 

Among theſe, he ſingles out a beautiful 
* Pillar, on the Baſe of which was inſcribed, 
© The Prado. The poliſhed Ballances, ranged 
© about it in bright Order, were conſecrated 
c to the lovely Paragons of Perfection, who 
frequent that happy Place; and regulated the 
« refined Paſſions and exalted Sentiments of 
© this charming Aſſembly, by exact and uner- 
ring Motions. 

The Adventurous Youth would have com- 
© mitted great Diſorders among the fluttering 
< Machines, which already trembled beneath 
© his Graſp, had he not been prevented by the 
© Diſcretion of the Fairy-Prude ; who thus in- 
* terpoſed, with a Frown. Let me firſt ac- 


© quaint 
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© quaint you (ſaid ſhe) with the different 
Laws, = which Female Ballances are go- 
© yverned, before you preſume, with a' rude 

© Hand, to diſcompoſe their regular and har- 
© monious Motions. Know then, that Love 
© and Honour are weighed againſt each other, 
© in theſe nicer Scales, in the ſame Manner as 
© Truth and Falſhood employ the dull reaſon- 
© ing Engines, which before took up your At- 
© tention. And, as the folid Judgments of 
your earthy Race are, meanly, determined 

© by the deſcending Weight ; the aſpiring 
© Thoughts of our Etherial Sex always mount 
5 — and follow the riſing Scale. It is, 
© now, no longer unaccountable to your hum- 
© ble Admirer (anſwered the ſubmiſſive Swain, 
< with a demure Compoſure in his Looks) 
© that your loftier Flights ſo far tranſcend the 
© Reach of us groveling Mortals. But, by 
© what new Laws are your Opinions regula- 
© ted? Or, how is the Errour of your inverted 
5 Judgments corrected; ſince they move con- 
© trary to the Rule of ours ? The ill Conduct 
© we. are under, in this Reſpect, gives you. 
* ſmall Cauſe of Triumph; (replied the En- 
© chantreſs, ſmiling) and is rather a Diſgrace 
© to the deceitful Guides, to whom our Un- 


* derſtandings are reſigned. 


© The 
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© The Source of Paſſion (continues ſhe). is 
© originally implanted: in our Sex; as that of 
* Reaſon, is in yours: The Former is derived 
c to you from us; the Latter We receive in 
Return from you. This Communication is 
performed by a mutual Attraction between 
© the Scales of the two Sexes, imparted by 
© the Touch, as they hang promiſcuouſly to- 
© gether. The attracted Ballances are, by this 
© ſecret Sympathy, engaged in a Commerce, 
* by which the Inclinations of the One are 
© exchanged for the Opinions. of the Other. 
© Hence, the nobleſt Deſires, that: raiſe the 
© Hearts of Men, are excited in them by the 
© elevated Scales of Women: And, the Er- 
© rours of Women are to be imputed to the 
* falſe Ballances of Men. The Love of the 
* faithful Swain does Honour to the vertuous 
© Nymph, who inſpired ſo bright a Flame: 
And the good Underſtanding of the Nymph 
* ſhews the ſound Senſe. of the Swain, by 
© whom ſhe is beloyed ; while every Miſtake 
© of the Fair One betrays ſome Favourite Cox» 
© comb, lurking in her Heart. Happy the Diſ- 
© creet Damſel, whole 1 is ruled by the 
« enamoured Ballance of a Philoſopher : Her 
judgment, alone, is truly informed; while 
the reſt of her miſguided Sex are. curſed 

C f with 


* 
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© with the Follies of Erring Lovers, Incapable 
© of direing them aright. 
The attentive Aſtolfo (thus inſtructed by 

c his $kilful Tutoreſs) again turned his Eyes to 
© the Circle of glittering Machines; and ſaw, 
© inſcribed on the Beam of a riſing Ballance, 
© the celebrated Name of Leonora. Her 
© Lover was a warlike Hero, of great Honour, 
© but moderate Underſtanding ; which diſco- 
s vered it ſelf in the folemn Pride and In- 
© ſenſibility of this arrogant Beauty. He next 
© peruſed the Ballance of Jacima, ſituated be- 
© tween that of Alonſo, and Don Emnriquesz : 
© The Rival Scales were tormented with the 
© ſame Paſſion ; the Nymph was diſtracted be- 
© tween different Opinions. Donna Beatriz 
© was next enrolled on the ſilver Beam, to 
© which was attached another little Flippant 
© Ballance, inſcribed Ines: Theſe correſpon- 
© ding Characters faithfully returned the gal- 
© lant Sentiments of Don Felix, and the mirth- 
© ful Wit of his inſeparable Attendant Gra- 
© cioſo. The different Accompliſhments of 
© Rodrigo, Hernando, Federico, Alvarez, and 
© Don Dizgo, were copied by a ſuitable Turn 
© of Underſtanding in Violante, Laura, Eſtela, 
Lucinda, and Donna Iſabel. The famed El- 
© ira artfully entangled a whole Cluſter of 

Gallants : 
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« Gallants : A Touch of the Ballance of Lope 
de Vega had infuſed, into her Scale, the 
© mingled Plots of his Three Hundred Come- 
© dies; and given her ſuch a Dexterity in In- 
© trigue, as could only be  countermined by 
© the watchful Nur , of her old crafty 
Gomes. 

Among the lovely Machines, was paced a 
little miſchievous Inſtrument of a Foreign 
© Make, for which the Caſtilian Language 
© wants a Name; but, in its own Native Dia- 
© lect it was termed, The Coquette, This de- 
© luſive Damſel was Proof againſt the repeated 
© Strokes of the Male Ballances, to which ſhe 
© furniſhed a great Number of Subjects for 

Madrigal, under the mock Name of Paſ- 
c frons : The Variety of Opinions ſhe received 
© in Return, perpetually effacing each other, 
© made her Underſtanding reſemble her Look- 
© ing-Glaſs; a ſwift Succeſſion of fleeting Ima- 

ges continually paſſing over the Surface of 
© it, and leaving no Impreſſion. 

« Apart from the reſt, there were ſeparate 
© Aſſemblies of untouched Ballances, fenced 
e with little Grates from the deceitful Scales 
© of the other Sex. Theſe Veſtal Ballances 
were filled with Seraphick Emptinels _ 

a 
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© had not any Ideas lodged in them, except 
©* ſuch as they received by Stealth. . 
© The prying Aflolfo at length diſcovered his 
CLiſarda, amidſt the Silver Nymphs; and, by 
© his skilful Addreſs, inclined her in his Fa- 
© your : But (whether through the Levity of 
© the Ballance, or the Malice of the Genie 
* that directed it) the Scale remained not long 
© in the ſame favourable Poſition. This done, 
© he retired, regardleſs of her Change, and 
proudly ſatisfied to have enjoyed the utmoſt 
© Happineſs the Fates allow a Lover, by enga- 
ging the Heart of his Miſtreſs for one glo- 
© rious Moment. 
© This important Affair diſpatched, he had 
© now Leifure to examine the Ballances of 
© Poets, and other fanciful Writers, who deal in 
* Works of Wit and Gallantry. To the Re- 
« oulations, he made amongſt our Countrey 
Genies, we owe ſeveral of the moſt finiſhed 
© Pieces his Age produced. This handy Cri- 
© tick obſerving a Set of odd Weights, ſtam- 
* ped with the fantaſtick Images of Amadis de 
© Gaule and the numerous Heroes of his Li- 
© neage, he gave Them a Toſs into the Scale 
© of Miguel de Cervantes; from whence there 
© inſtantly leaped out the Figure of an armed 
6 D whoſe odd Appearance ſhook the 
Genies 
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Genies with unextinguiſhable Laughter, and 
made the whole Temple with Ap- 
22 ring with Ap- 
While Aſtolfo was thus employed, his Guide 
< admoniſhed him, that the Time limited for 
© his ſtay in the Temple was expired. He re- 
© tired with much Regret; having ſpent all 
© the precious Moments in obſerving and ſet- 
© ting Right the Ballances of others, and 95 
© lected the Opportunity of *— 
© OWN, 
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Invidut, iracundut, inert, vinoſus, amator, 
Nemo adeo ferus eft, ut non miteſcere polſit, 
$i modo culture patientem commodet aurem. 

Ho. 


— 


. UR Minds are furniſhed with a 
Bok I 


certain Set of Affections, which 

(ty are not only the Tokens of our 
PRI Humanity, but likewiſe- requiſite 
to the Perfection of our Nature: And, who- 
ever attentively conſiders Mankind in General, 
will find the ſame Train of Deſires in the Heart 
of one Man, as there is in the Heart of Another. 
If a ſingular Perſon happens to fall ſhort, or 
to exceed, in the uſual Complement of Paſ- 
fions; his Soul is (in that Reſpect) to be ac- 


counted as Monſtrous, as his Body would be, 


were the Members of it Supernumerary, or 
Deficient. It is likewiſe a notorious Defor- 


mity 
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mity in the Mind, when any Paſſion grows 
out of Size and Proportion: Since Nature 
has given to the Soul a Symmetry of 
Affections, as well as a Harmony of Parts 
to the Body; out of which the True Beauty 
of the One and the Other ariſes. 

But, notwithſtanding that Men are accom- 
modated with certain Paſſions, peculiar to 
their Nature; yet, the ſame Paſſions have 
not an equal Degree of Activity in all Per- 
ſons, no more than the ſame Number and 
Proportion of Limbs do give the ſame Agility 
and Strength to the ſeveral Individuals en- 
dowed with them, _ 

Hence, chiefly, it comes to paſs that, while 
we all have the proper Springs of Action 
within us, yet nevertheleſs (thoſe Springs dif 
fering in their Force) We differ ſo widely in 
our Characters: And hence it is, that parti- 
cular Perſons ſo eminently ſurpaſs the Gene- 
rality ; Some in Vertues, and Others in Vi- 
ces: And, that Men of uncommon Excellen- 
cies are frequently hurryed into no leſs un- 
common Irregularities; and that, on the 
other Hand, Men of moderate Vertues are 
not often guilty of exorbitant Vices. 


vo 1. II. 1 on 
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In ſome Men, the Paſſions are like Ze- 
phyrs; and only fan the Mind gently : In 
others, They are ſtormy Winds, that engen- 
der Tempeſts, and often break out into 
Thunder and Lightning. Thus, Love and 

Reſentment, and Ambition, only warm the 
-Breaſt of Ulyſſes ; but, they are Wild-fire in 
the Heart of Ajax. 

To' moralize theſe Reflections; 1 muſt he 
ſerve to my Diſciples, That it is not in our 
Power to rectify what is notoriouſly amiſs in 

. the Make and Conſtitution of our Bodies : 
Some little Blemiſhes and Weakneſſes may, 
indeed, be remedied by Medicines, Exerciſe, 
Diet, and the Skill of Surgery. But, the 
Affections of the Mind are very much at our 
.own Diſpoſal; and may be brought under 
the Guidance of Reaſon : So that, a Tem- 
.per, not ſo happily conſtituted by Nature, 
-may be diſciplined into Regularity ; and 
there is a Cure in Philoſophy for moſt Diſ- 
-orders in the Soul. On the contrary ; the beſt 
conſtituted Mind may (through Neglect, or 
by indulging a favourite Paſſion) become Mon- 


ſtrous, by Degrees. 


Perſons; 
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Perſons, who ate converſant in Books of 
Travels, and they, whoſe Curioſity or Af- 
fairs have carried them into remote Countries, 
may obſerve with me; that Human Paſſions 
play with greater Vehemence, in General, 
amongſt a barbarous People,'than amongſt the 
Inhabitants of civilized Nations : Which ſhews 
the Force of Diſcipline. Where Nature re- 
mains without Culture, ſhe grows Wild 
and Luxuriant ; whereas, in the Regions 
where Knowledge flouriſhes, ſhe is modelled 
and pruned and embelliſhed by the Care 
of Philoſophers; who may be termed the 
Gardiners of the Soul : Nevertheleſs, as 
amongſt Barbarians, the more enormous Vi- 
ces of Life always {hoot up in full Vigour ; 
ſo likewiſe (as we may ſee a ſurpriſing 
Effort of Imagination in a rude. Genius, 
whoſe whole Performance ſhall be faulty ) 
ſometimes a manly Vertue riſes, even to 
Extravagance, in an uncultivated Heart; a 
Vertue, rather aſtoniſhing, than uſeful to So- 
Clety. | 
a 1 the Hiſtory of the Ticat of Peru, when 
the Two Brother-Kings, Huaſcar and Ata- 
huallpa, fought againſt each other; the For- 


mer (through the Treachery and Unskilful- 
1 neſs 
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neſs of his Men) was defeated. Hereupon, 
he fled with about a Thouſand of his faithful 
Subjects, who had reſcued him from the 
Rout of the Battle. Atabuallpa, thinking 
he could not Reign ſecurely if his Brother 
eſcaped, purſued him fo cloſely , that he 
took him Priſoner : Whereupon, all the 
Followers of Huaſcar dyed in his Preſence, 
either by their own, or by the, Hands of 
the Enemy; reſolving not to ſurvive the 
Diſgrace of not being able to defend their 

king. 
oſt Perſons, if they ſearch into Them- 
ſelves, will find, that one Deſire may want 
to be quickened, and another to have its 
Mettle abated ; which (judiciouſly to accom- 
pliſh) will require the moſt unprejudiced 
Arbitrations of Reaſon: It is very difficult 
not to be partial in ſuch a Task; ſince we 
are apt to encourage the more Preva- 
lent, and to diſcountenance the Weaker, 
though perhaps the more commendable, 
Affection. Chremes checks every faint Ten- 
dency of his Heart towards Liberality ; but, 
cannot bring his Judgment to lay the leaſt 
Reſtraint upon his Avarice : Thus, the 
fond Mother cockers up her froward Son 
in 
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in Headſtrongneſs from the Cradle, till he 
grows in Time to be her Curſe; while ſhe 
breaks the Spirit of the meek, Child, and 
blaſts his tender Mind: Whereas, by a con- 
trary Management, both the One and the 
Other might have proved the Ornament, and 
the Comfort, of her Life. 

When I diſcourſed (in my Thirty Ninth 
Lecture) upon the Regulation of the Paſ- 
ſions, in a View different from the Preſent, I 
illuſtrated my Obſervations by a freſh E * 
ample, in one of our Countrey- women: 
And now, to return to the Vehemence of 
Temper, which prevails more or leſs amongſt 
a People, in Proportion as they are more or 
leſs civilized; I ſhall conclude, with an In- 
ſtance of the faral Effects of Paſſion, in a fo- 
reign Lady. _ 

In a Letter Communicated to me, from 
Peteriburg, dated the Sixth of February, Old 
Stile, there is an Account ; That the Widow 
of Monſieur Lapogin, (Brother to the For- 
mer Czarina) who was broke on the Wheel 
for having been concerned in the Conſpiracy 
abetted by the Late Czarowiz, had put an 
End to her Life in a very extraordinary Man- 


ner. It will hardly be believed, when I re- 
3 late, 


— moe — — 2 — 
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late, that her Body was found half conſu- 
med by Fire in the Oven of a Bagnio, into 
which ſhe had thruſt her ſelf. The Letter 
adds, that the paſſed for one of . 


Ladies in Ruſſia, 


” 
7 *. 
* 
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| —— [nſtantem turbam violenta procorum 
Conditione fugat, —— — — _ 
Ovip. 


1 Day of 1 to promote the In- 
tereſts of * Os and to for- 


rous „ tea Ever ſince 1 publiſhed the 

general Banns between her, and the youn 

Batchelours of Great-Britain, I have 0 

daily Letters from Candidates out of the 

City, the Inns of Court, the Liberties of 

. Weſtminſter, as well as out of the Countrey, 
even as far as Northunwerland- 


* No 95. 
T4 . J think, 


* 
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I think, I have ſhewn my ſelf a very indul- 

gent Guardian; and merited greatly from my 
Ward, by procuring her more avowed Lov- 
ers, than any young Lady in England can 
boaſt of: In a Word, ſhe is (through my 
Care) raiſed, in a few Days, to the Summit 
of Female Glory; being, at preſent, the moſt 
celebrated Toaſt about the Town. Her 
Name out- rivals every other Nymph's, upon 
the Glaſſes; while, amongſt different Clans of 
Batchelours, ſhe is drank under different Ap- 
pellations. One Company fills a Bumper to 
the Rarity; another to the Nice Virgin: A 
Club of young Merchants drink, to the Fair 
Adventurer; and ſome Maſters of Veſſels have 
transformed her into a. Ship, and (aver a 
Bowl of Punch) wiſh a good Voyage to the 
Speedwell. 

In ſo great a Choice, Miranda cannot fail 
of pleaſing her Fancy in a Husband ; provided 
the does not, too ſcrupulouſly, inſiſt upon one 
Imperceptible Accompliſhment. I own, I 
am very Ambitious to bring this Aﬀair to a 
ſpeedy Concluſion: And therefore, I muſt, 
on one Hand, inform ſome ſuſpicious Candi- 
dates, that the Lady's Letter is no Fiction of 
mine; and on the other Hand, I muſt ac- 
quaint my Fair Pupil, that ſome of her Lov- 


ers 


| * 
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ers give ſuch Teſtimonies of the Sincerity of 
their Intenſions, that they have ſubſcribed 
their true Names, with the Places of their 
'Abode ; and moſt of them earneſtly defire, 
that Miranda would condeſcend to let them * 
know, under what Directions they may ap- 
pear before her; or, in what Manner the will 
be pleaſed to reveal her ſelf to Them. 
Mirandus addreſſes himſelf, To the dear Mi- 
randa , beneath the Willow; Strephon, of the 
Inner-Temple, thinks himſelf fitly qualified 
at preſent ; but, deſires the Lady to be expe- 
ditious in determining her Choice, becauſe ge 
is upon the Verge of Six and Twenty: J. C. 
propoſes a young Countrey Novice, and offers 
to be bound for his Virginity: Mrs. Anne 
Meantpell pleads for her Couſin Alexis, a very 
young, hopeful Widower ; and offers ſeveral 
| weighty Reaſons to remove Miranda's Preju- 
dices on that Account; and, at the ſame 
Time, deſires I would recommend her to 
| ſome Widower, who will accept of a nota- 
ble Houſe-wife with a very ſmall Fortune, 
A Captain of a Man of War writes from on 
Board his Ship, and engages to take the Pre. 
tender in a few Days; hoping the Gallan- 
try of the Action, together with the conſide- 
rable Reward, may defeat all his Rivals. 
I ſhould. 
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I I ſhould not have Room, in the Compaſs of 
this Paper, even to hint at the Merits and 
Propoſals of the ſeveral Candidates; and, to 
print their Letters would be an endleſs At- 
tempt. Nevertheleſs, as One of the Epiſtles 
is very ſingular (upon ſuch an Occaſion) I ſhall 
give Miranda the Diverſion of reading it En- 
tire; and, were I not ſatisfy d of & good 
Senſe, I ſhould be apt to imagine this Gentle- 
man bids * for Succeſs. 


: Zenon, Feb, I9. mh. 
Mr. FR£5&-T HINKER, 


AM a young Batchelour ; and have had 
1 the Education of a Gentleman: But, I 
© carnot boaſt of any other Qualifications, 
© which Miranda requires in a Husband. And 
© yet, Sir, I ſtand Candidate; and bid Defi- 
© ance to all my dull Rivals. 

I like the Lady's Wit and Mettle ; ſhe muſt 
© needs be a lively Laſs; and I demand no Fa- 
* your, but a Free Accels, to be the Happy 


+ © Man. I know the World too well to value 


* my ſelf, either upon my Modeſty, or my 
Good Nature: And I have too refined a 
© Taſte of Life, to pretend to Sobriety and 


l Induſtry. But then, I am a compleat Ma- 
© ter 
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© ſter of Inſinuation; and I can feign a Paſſion 
© ſo well, that it ſhall even ſurpaſs Nature; I 
© am likewiſe skilled in Palmeſtry, and know 
© how to wheedle the Chamber- Maid. 
© Theſe, Sir, are the Accompliſhments, by 
© which I doubt not of gaining a Lady, who 
© has her Fortune in her own Hands. I am 
© already in Extaſy! And am my dear Mi 
© randa's moſt paſſionate Lover, and devoted 
© Slave, ö 8 . 
BoB SMART, 


T have only one Particular more to add, in 
order to procure a right Underſtanding be- 
tween my Ward and her Suiters. Several of 
them complain, that ſhe has not vouchſafed 
to give the Publick any ſatisfactory Notices 
concerning her Perſon ; and that, ſhe likewiſe 
does not promiſe on her Part, to produce any 
Teſtimony. of her ſelf being duly qualify'd 
to make a Good Wife. This Omiſſion has 
put Mr. R. L. upon addreſſing the following 
Verſes to her; that ſhe may ſee, Batchelours 
are as hard to be pleaſed, as Maids, 


To 
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To MIRANDA. 


| 7 e'er I quit the Single Life, 


Be This the Model of my Wife. 


A Beauty, without Art, compleat ; 
Who, from her Toilet fimply neat, 
The golden Tiſſue can diſpiſe, 

And wears no Brillants, but her Eyes. 
Soft-blended, in her Eyes, ſhould meet 
Defiring Love and ſpurtling Wit ; 


And, in ber dimpled Smiles be ſeen 
A modeſt, with a chearful, Mien. 
A, Pauſer find in Muſick Place, 


Her Speech let proper Silence grace. 


| Her Converſation ever free 
From Cenſure, as from Levity : 
An Undiſſembled Innocence, 


Not apt to give, or take, Offence. 


Nor 
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Nor fond of Compliments, nor Rude ; 
Not a Coquette, nor yet a Prude,. 
Averſe to wanton Serenade; 

- Nor.plear'd with Midnight Maſquerades. 
The-Vertues, that her Sex adorn, So 
By Honour guarded, not by Som. . 

Not Superſtitious, nor Proſane; 855 8 
* in Religion, greatly Plain, 


To ſuch a Virgin, ſuch a Wi fe, 
1 give my Love; 1 give my Life. - 


* * * 
55 5 4 " * 
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Nr is ſurpriſing to conſider, how 
Local national Characters are, and 
bo deeply engrained in the Inha- 
bitants of the different Parts of 
the Earth; as if the very Climates had as 
powerful an Influence over the Qualities of 
Men, as they are known to have over the 
Vertues of Plants. The introducing of a 
New Race into a Countrey (an Experiment 
frequently made by the Irruptions of the 
| Northern Nations into the Roman Empire) 
confirms this Obſervation : The native Cuſ- 
toms, Manners, and Tempers of thoſe Northern 
Swarms were, by degrees, aſſimilated to thoſe 


of the People they conquered. So that, in 
this 
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this Reſpe&t we may reſemble Men to Vines: 
Tranſplant the One or the Other, and for a 
while they retain their Original Flavour : 
But, in Time, they degenerate or improve; 
acquiring the Properties of the Seat into which 
they are tranſplanted. 


Ceſar obſerved of the Gaul, in Relation to 
their Military Qualifications, That they were 
Brisk and Vigorous in an Attack; but Averſe 
to Rally, when Repulſed: This Remark 
holds true in their Succeſſours, the French ; 
and will, probably, remain fixed upon the In- 
habitants of thoſe Provinces, ſo long as the 
World endures. I wiſh I could, with Juſtice, 
compliment my Countreymen, by - diſclaim» 
ing in their Name the Chatter! (1 fear In- 


*  delible ) which Philip de Commines has appro- 


priated to them. He obſerves, that the Eng- 
liſh, though they prevailed in all or moſt of 
their Battles, and Warlike Expeditions, were 
perpetually defeated in their Capitulations 
and Treaties of Peace, Few of my Readers, 
I believe, will think, that the Conditions ob- 
tained, upon the Shao of the Laſt War, 
may be urged to fallify his Judgment. 

FRO M theſe Reflections, I ſhall proceed to 
the Third General Head of my Eighty- Firſt 
Diſcourſe ; namely, That a Stateſman 1 
ave 


— — —— — !! 
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have, A perfect Knowledge of the differen In- 


of hit Neighbours, and what Relation they 
bear to the True Intereſt of hit own Nation; to- 
gether with a thorough Comprehenſion of the fun- 
damental Principles, upon which the Grandeur, 
22 and Happineſs of the Community, he Jer; 
do really turn. 3 
To ſhew, that we have ſuffered grettly 
through the Want of this Knowledge, it will 
be ſufficient to make ſome ſhort Obſervations 
upon the more remarkable Tranſactions of 
the Laſt Age: During which Space of Time, 
the Two Principal Nations of Europe have, in 
their Turn, equally aſpired to Univerſal Mo- 
narchy ; and England, by a ſtrange Infatuation 
of Counſels, has been equally ſubſervient to 
their Deſigns. 
In the Beginning of the Laſt Century, Spain 
was the moſt Formidable Power; and almoſt 
openly avowed her Intentions to enſlave the 
World. Againſt that Crown, therefore, did 
Queen Elizabeth bend her whole Force; and 
by the Wiſdom of her Counſels was, at laſt, 
enabled to ſet Bounds to its unlimited Am- 
bition. But, no ſooner did King James come 
to the Throne, than all the Reputation, we 
had acquired in the foregoing Glorious Reign, 
was eclipſed : The Cautionary Towns, Rame- 
kings, 
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kins, Fluſhing, and the Brill (which his Gteat 
Predeceſſour kept in her Hands, as a Curb 
upon a New State of her own Creation) 
were fold, and delivered up, for a trifling 
Conſi deration; notwithſtanding, that near Six 
Millions of Florins were in Arrears. But, let 
this Overſight in Politicks be no Reproach to 
his Memory; ſince the Conſequences of it 
have fortunately remedied the more fatal Ef- 
fects of his Errours ; by ſtrengthening the Li- 
berties of a Nation, who, under the Conduct 
of the Immortal King William the Third, 
proved the Support of our almoſt fallen 225 
berties. 
For Nine Years eogerdes, was this blinded 
Prince deceived with the Hopes of marrying 
his Son (afterwards King Charles the Firſt) with | 
the Infanta of Spain. To promote the Match, 
what did he not do! He diſcountenanced all 
the Great Men, who were raiſed by Queen 
Elizabeth for their Services againſt the Spaniſs -. 
Power; and at laſt, through the cunning Inſi- 
nuations of Gondomar, he cut off the Head of 
Sir Walter Ralegh ; who may, with Juſtice, be 
ſtiled One of the Greateſt 2 not only of 
That, but of any Other, Age. He, even im- 
priſoned Members of Parliament; for only 
rasa an Addreſs againſt the Match. So 
Vor. II. Z deluded 
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deluded was he, that to gratify the Court of 
Sain (which had the Confidence to urge their 
Unnatural Propoſal as a Condition for what 
they afterwards owned they never intended 
to perform) he ſuffered his Son-in-law, the 
Uluſtrious, though Unfortunate, King of Bo- 
bemia, his own Daughter, and Grand-Chil- 
dren, to be driven out of their Dominions ; 
and with Them he ſuffered, likewiſe, the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt to decline in Germany, and to 
be near utterly extinguiſhed in France : And 
yet, all the while, he valued Himſelf upon 
his Skill in Negociation; and conſtantly kept | 
a greater Number of Ambaſſadours and fo- 
reign Miniſters in Pay, than any Three Prin- 
ces in Europe have, ever fince, had Occaſion 
to employ. 

The next Power was France, which (in the 
Memory of Man) attempted to enſlave Eu- 
rope : And, with Regard to this Crown, the 
Conduct of the Enghſp Court was yet (if poſ- 
ſible) more abſurd, than that I have now 
mentioned. France, during the ſucceſſive Ad- 
miniſtrations of her Two great Miniſters, 
Richelieu and Mazarin, had utterly extin- 
guiſhed the Embers of her Inteſtine Wars, 
and had not only reduced the exorbitant 


Power of pain (already ſufficiently weakened 
by 


* 
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by a long War in the Netherlands) to 4 very 


moderate Degree of Strength ; but, likewiſe, 


aſſumed thoſe Deſigns and Pretenſions to Em- 
pire, which Spain had long purſued in Vain. 
Then, ſurely, it was the Intereſt of England 
to encourage the declining, and to curb the 
growing, Power. Our Conduct however was 


the Reverſe. We abandoned our Attachment 


to Spain, when it began to grow too Weak ; 
and, at a Time, when we ought to have en- 
tred into Alliances for its Defence : And, we 
cultivated the Friendſhip, and ſerved the Am- 
bition of France, in the very Juncture our In- 
tereſt directed us to be Jealous of it. | 
No ſooner was King Charles the Second fixed 
on his Throne, than he gave up 4 very advan- 


tageous Treaty of Commerce, which Oliver 


Gromwell had made with France ; becauſe it 
was tranſacted by an Uſurper. Whereas, all 
Leagues and Treaties, rightly conſidered, are 


National; and, notwithſtanding they are made 


by Uſurpers, the Obligation extends to Legal 
Princes, when they recover their Dominions : 
A Doctrine which France (had the Treaty 


been to her Advantage) would ſoon have ex- 


plained to our Court. 


Z 2 ; Nay, 


8 | 5 
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Nay, fo far have Treaties been conſidered 
as National, that when a Sovereign has under- 
taken to break them of himſelf, his Subjects 
have been exempted by the injured Prince 
from the ill Conſequences of a War. And 
on this Foundation (that I may prove my Aſ- 
ſertion) was the Famous Intercourſe (Intercur- 
ſus Magnus) between England and the Nether- 
lands, made in the Year Fourteen Hundred 
and Ninety Five: In which it is expreſly ſti- 
pulated, that ſuch Towns ſhould be exempted 
from the Calamities of War, as ſhould not 
ſupport their Sovereigns in the Infraction of 
the Treaty. In the Articles of Peace, like- 
wiſe, concluded (in the Year Twelve Hun- 
dred) between Philip the Second King of 
France, and John King of England; the Ba- 
rons of each Kingdom were made the Gua- 
rantees of the Treaty; and were expreſly 
ſworn to take up Arms againſt their own So- 
vereign, in caſe he ſhould firſt break the Con- 
ditions. | 
But to proceed ; to gratify the French Court 
yet farther, King Charles the Second did twice 
(contrary to the Intereſt of his own Crown, 
and the manifeſt Inclinations of his People) 
declare War againſt a Nation, an Alliance 
with which may be ſaid to be more evidently 
the 
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the Perpetual Intereſt of England, than with 
any other Power upon Earth. He not only 
permitted, but aſſiſted the French to arrive to 
that Pitch of Greatneſs, which all Europe has 
ſeverely felt, and lamented : He ſent over 
Ten Thouſand Men to aſſiſt them in ſubduin 
Flanders : And, contrary to the Common 
Senſe of all Nations, he furniſhed them with 
Timber, Seamen, Ship-Carpenters, and Mo- 
dels, whereby they were enabled to rival us 
in Naval Power. But what leſs could we ex- 
pect from a Prince, who accepted a Penſion 
from a Countrey, whence his Anceſtours ha 
by their Swords exacted Tribute! , 
It would be needleſs to enter upon more 
Particulars : The Reader (who cannot be un- 
mindful of our lateſt Errours) will, from what 
I have already ſaid, be convinced, that we 
have ſuffered abundantly, becauſe they, who 
have conducted our Affairs, have either been 
ignorant of, or (which is worſe) not wedded 
to, the true Intereſt of their Countrey. I 
may, hereafter, aſſign at leaſt very probable 
Reaſons for our groſs Miſtakes in Politicks, 
through ſo long a Courſe of Time : But, be- 
fore I conclude this Paper, I muſt Remark ; 
that now, when we have a Proſpect, through 
the Wiſdom of his Majeſty, of recovering oy 
EET: rather 
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rather of acquiring) ſome Reputation Abroad 
by our Negociations, and of purſuing the true 
Intereſt of Great- Britain; the Oppoſers of the 
Preſent happy Eſtabliſhment are the only Per- 
ſons, who can reflect with Pleaſure on the 
Miſmanagements of Former Times. And, as 
theſe Gentlemen have adopted, and conſtantly 
profeſs, thoſe very Principles, which led the 
above-mentioned Princes into all their unhap- 
py Miſtakes ; we have Reaſon to 
that if ever They get into Power, they will 
again plunge us into Infamy and Confuſion ; 
For, the ſame Tribe of Men, who have ruined 
our Reputation Abroad, have always. attemp- 
ted to deſtroy our Liberties at Home, 
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Eſprit, 
Me dit rien aur Lecteur, qu a ſa mine it 


n' ait dit. | BomzAv. 
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HAVE now compleated Twelve 
10 Months in the Service of the Pub- 
a lick: A Service, in which I find 
the Pleaſure equal to the 40 
ſince my Correſpondents from all Parts conti 
nue to aſſure me, that my Endeavours are 
neither Ineffectual, nor unkindly received. 
When I reflect on the ſeveral Subjects, I have 
treated in the Compaſs of this Year ; I can 
ſill, upon a Review of my Labours, ſay, that 
I am not conſcious of the leaſt Partiality in 
the Cauſe of Truth; and, that I have (to the 
beſt of my Knowledge) reaſoned concerning 
the Intereſts and Opinions of Men, in the moſt 
important Points, with the ſame indifference, 
as 
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as if I had undertaken to explain ſo many 
Propoſitions in the Mathematicks. ; 

I ſhall cloſe this Second Half. Year in the 
ſame Manner, in which I cloſed the Firſt ; a 
Method, which will prove as convenient to 
my Diſciples, as it is neceſſary to me in 
fecuting my Deſign. The ſame Reaſon like- 
wiſe obliges me frequently to refer from One 
Paper to another. By this Expedient I am 
able methodically to reſume, as well as to 
point out to my Readers, the Connection of ſo 
many different Subjects, in the ſame Order as 
if they were printed Conſequentially. And 
it is by this Kind of General Index, that I 
hope to keep my Thoughts out of Confuſion 
amidſt the Variety, which is expected in a 
Work of this Nature. 

Having finiſhed the Firſt Half-Vear with a 
Recapitulation of my Preliminary Lectures, I 
ſhall = mention the Supplement to Them, 
in the Eighty-Fi fb, E:ghty-Seventh, Eighty- 


Ninth and 23 Firſt Papers ; which I have 
not yet brought to a Concluſion. Neverthe- 


leſs, while I proſecute the Preparatory Work 
of rectifying the Heart, and opening the 
Mind, for the Reception of Truth ; I have 
ventured to enter upon Two main Branches 
of Knowledge, Religion and Politics, 


I firſt 
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- I firſt began to treat of Religion in the 

Twenty-Second Paper ; which contains General 

Notions of Superſtition, Enthuſiaſm, Atheiſm, 

and True Religion. I have conſidered the 
Nature, together with the Cauſes and Effects, 
of Superſtition, in my Thirty-Fourth and Fifty- 

. Fourth Diſcourſes; to which I have added (in 

the Sixty-Scond) an Account of ſome ſuper- 

ſtitious Omens obſerved by the Ancients. 

Whoever has Recourſe to my Seventy-Firſt, 

Seventy-Seventh and Ezghty-Third Lectures, 

will find the Subject of Enthuſiaſm handled in 

the ſame Method: And, to make theſe ſepa- 

rate Lectures one compleat Eſſay, I have con- 

cluded them with a Parallel between Superſti- 

tion and Enthuſiaſm, in the Ninty-Sixth Paper. 

In the Fifty-Eighth Paper, I firſt attempted | 
to open a Courſe of Politicks ; which has been 
purſued in the Sixty-Fourth, Sixiy-Ninth, Eigh- 
ty-Firft, the Hundredth, and the Hundred and 
Fourth, ſo far as to initiate the Britiſb Youth 
in the General Principles of Internal and of 
External Politicks : And, in theſe Six Diſ- 
courſes, I have particularly endeavoured not 
to ſpeak as a Speculative. Stateſman ; but, 
to recommend only ſuch Notions to their 
Conſideration, as will hold in Practice. 

SoM perhaps, may imagine, that I might 
make a ſpeedier Progreſs in my more ſeri- 

Vor. II. A a ous 
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ous Diſſertations : Not conſidering, what Lei- 
ſure it requires to examine Queſtions of a 
Complex Nature, as well as of the utmoſt 
Importance, and to weigh their- Good and 
Bad Conſequences, before the Judgment can 
* beequitably determined. Beſides, I would not 
give the Enemies of Free-Thinking a juſt Occa - 
ſion at any time to exclaim againſt it, through 
my Inadvertency : And I ſhould be very ſorry 
to betray the Cauſe of Truth in a ſingle In- 
Nance, or to lead any One of my Readers into 
an Errour, through too much Precipitation. 

Moreover ; my Fellow-Subje&s may eaſily 
perceive, that theſe Papers are not written 
with an Intention to irritate, and by that 
means confirm, Men in their Prejudices ; but, 
to wean them gently from Partiality, and to 
familiarize them by Degrees to the Dictates 
of Reaſon ; hoping, that in time they may 
be habituated not to ſtartle at Common Senſe, 
but to ſtand a Truth, as quietly as Harſes of 
the higheſt Mettle are brought to ſtand Fire. 

I have hinted (ſo early as my Third Paper) 
that many of my Lectures would require 
ſome Attention, as well as a cool Head; a 
Notice I think not improper to be repeated, 
notwithſtanding that I labour to expreſs all 
my Notions in the moſt intelligible Language, 
and in the plaineſt Method, 


I can- 
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I cannot conclude the Year, without anima- 
ting my, Countreymen, afreſh, - to ſtand up 
with Reſolution and Candour, for the ſober 
Uſe of their Reaſon in its full Freedom; and 
to cheriſh ſuch a manly Impartiality in their 
Hearts, as never to think an Opinion True, 
only becauſe they happen to like it ; but, to 
be ready to like it, becauſe it is True. And, 
I do ſtill infiſt upon the Validity of my Fayou- 
rite Doctrine; that Superſtition and Slavery 
can never tyrannize over a People, who are 
reſolved to have their Underſtandings in their 
own Keeping; and that, ſo far as we ſuffer our 
Underſtandings to be checked by any Autho- 
rity but the Convictions of Reaſon, ſo far we 
give up our Vertue, our Religion, our Liber- 
ties, and every ſocial Happineſs. 

Upon this Account, it muſt needs be a 
very melancholy Reflection to an honeſt Man 
to conſider, what numerous Advocates are re- 
tained againſt Truth in this Nation; and, with 
what Clamour and Outrage they endeavour 
to make us deaf to the ſtill Voice of Reaſon : 
This, indeed, would be a Conſideration almoſt 
inſupportable to a vertuous Mind, had we not 
ſome Gallant Spirits, who have, of late, un- 
dertaken to plead the Cauſe of Truth, with 
that Moderation and Force of Argument, 
which has hitherto prevailed, and in which 
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phs. Truth ſhines out ſe- 
renely, like the Sun, and calmly diſpels the 
Miſts and Clouds, that intercept the Rays of 
Light: Whereas Errour, Blind and Turbulent 
in its Nature, prevails like a Tempeſt, and 
lays every Thing W in Darkneſs and 
Uproar. 


412 


